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H., check out my newest web site. 

The clients loved the “look and feel". 

Yesterday | finished the storefront for this e-commerce site. 
Hire me and !'ll make you profitable. 

| know HTML, ASP, SQL, Java, Perl, XML 
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My skills include Flash, Photoshop, 

digital video, commercial art and Internet marketing. 


lam a CDIS GRADUATE! 


Liscelyn Grifai 
Graduating Jun/2001 


Fcoamegee : Game Developer 
$200,000. i. — The working prototype and character designs 


ieachigiorshins Avaliable — Tia for the new game's been approved. 
Info: - : The motion capture session's coming up soon. 
artschool.com i ; Goodbye summer holidays! 
This technology rocks and I’ve got to know it all. 
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| do TV...but different. It’s MeTV. 


I've got all the traditional broadcast skills, 
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By DAVID STUART 


Much attention has been paid to the 
tug-of-war happening on the right 
side of the spectrum of Canadian 
politics. On one hand is the unite- 
the-right movement that prompted 
the Reform party to become the 
Canadian Alliance in an attempt 
(failed, so far) to incorporate the 
Progressive Conservatives into a sin- 
gle party that would end the tradi- 
tional vote-splitting of right-wing 
votes that virtually guarantees Liberal 
victory. On the other hand is the 
implosion of the Alliance party as 10 
MPs so far have resigned from cau- 
cus due to dissatisfaction with the 
leadership of Stockwell Day. 

Yet unbeknownst to most Canadi- 
ans, the party on the other side of the 
Canadian political spectrum is under- 
going at least as much division and 
upheaval, as no fewer than four 
groups—including a steering commit- 
tee of the NDP party itself—are calling 
for radical changes to the party, up to 
and including its dissolution. 

The lack of publicity given the 
NDP’s current state of limbo is 
symptomatic of a right-wing media 
that is only impressed by numbers— 
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and the party’s abysmal showing in 
the last three elections, culminating 
in last year’s disastrous tally of 13 
seats and 8.5 per cent of the popu- 
lar vote, make the NDP’s numbers 
decidedly unimpressive. The party 
has been written off by media and 
public alike as irrelevant, a left-wing 
dinosaur in a right-wing age, and it 
is largely this problem of perception 
that has prompted a clamour for 
reform from within. 

The NDP’s national convention in 
November promises to be the most 
interesting party gathering since the 
Alliance leadership convention that 
unceremoniously ousted Preston Man- 
ning. All of the various voices of 
change have aimed their efforts at 
that gathering, including the party 
itself, which earlier this year appointed 
a 10-member steering committee 
(three of whom are disinterested non- 
party members) to conduct regional 
round tables in order to propose 
whatever modifications are necessary 
to make the party relevant in the eyes 
of voters—and party leader Alexa 
McDonough herself said those recom- 
mendations may well include a 
change in leadership. 

Two unofficial organizations 
made up from the NDP ranks are 
also aiming to bring their grievances 
to the convention, and they could 
not possibly have more different 
approaches. The NDP Socialist Cau- 
cus (as is obvious from their name, 
they are, ideologically, the farthest 
left-wing faction within the party) 
has existed as a sub-group of the 
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i ugazi” literally means a fake, a cheap 
ollow imitation—which makes it a perverse 

. name for a band that prides itself on its anti-corporate, 
anti-hype sense of integrity. We talk to the headliners at 

\ one of the most-anticipated live shows of the year ° 21 
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NDP for years, serving as a watch- 
dog against becoming too much of 
an establishment political party 
whose raison d’étre is only to get 
elected. They constantly quote the 
class war and anti-capitalism rhetoric 
of the 1933 Regina Manifesto, the 
catechism of the NDP’s precursors, 
the Co-operative Commonwealth 
Federation. In this time of crisis, they 
recommend the NDP attract the 
many disillusioned non-voting Cana- 
dians by moving further left, distanc- 
ing them from the Liberal behemoth 
that sprawls across the centre of 
Canadian politics. 

The other within-the-NDP group 
is a new association with the folksy 
moniker NDProgress, and instead of 
trying to influence ideology, their 
focus is the way the party operates 
and creates policy. In a well-attended 
conference they held in April, a 
forum addressed whether the NDP 
should sever its formal ties with 
labour unions, which are seen by 
many as too “establishment.” When 
the party was formed in 1961, spe- 
cial status was given to unions to 
determine party policy; NDProgress 
would like to see this mandate given 
to the grassroots members in anoth- 
er one of their cornerstone ideas, 
“One Member, One Vote.” As well, 
the group pushes for campaign 
finance reform and advocates refus- 
ing donations from organizations 
such as corporations (not a huge 
sacrifice for the NDP) and, signifi- 
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Just try not to dance 
when this Cuban super- 
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“Footloose” bylaw to be re-evaluated 
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Did pro-dance 
demonstration 
soften City Hall’s 
position on raves? 
a 


dmontonians are free to dance 
as late as they want—at least 
for now. 

On Tuesday, city council sent the 
controversial “rave” bylaw back to 
executive committee, to 
be discussed on 
August 22 at 1:30 
p-m. The delay will 
give the city a chance to 
identify enforcement issues, especial- 
ly those that exist outside the clubs 
(such as graffiti and noise); investi- 
gate what other cities like Calgary 
and Toronto have done to regulate 
all-night dance events (including the 
possibility of creating entertainment 
zones within the city); and consider 
separate approaches to dealing with 
one-time events and ongoing dance 
clubs. Although Mayor Bill Smith 
was frustrated by the amount of 
time council has taken to deal with 
the matter (the issue first arose more 
than a year ago), he said it is impor- 
tant they take the extra time to 
come up with a solution that will be 
“effective and won’t infringe on peo- 
ple’s rights.” 

Concert promoter Gary 
McGowan was one of many people 
prepared to speak to council about 
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THREE DOLLAR BILL 


By RICHARD BURNETT 





Dead ringer 


If December 7, 1941, is a day that will 
live in infamy, then so too is October 
7, 1998, the night Matthew Shepard 
was lynched by Russell Henderson and 
Aaron McKinney in the small town of 
Laramie, Wyoming, just because the 
120-pound, 5’2” Shepard was gay. 

Henderson and McKinney lured the 
University of Wyoming student outside 
the honky-tonk Fireside Bar by pretend- 
ing they were gay. They then beat the 
living crap out of Shepard, burned him, 
called him “faggot,” then pistol- 
whipped him with a .357 Magnum 18 
times, crushing Shepard’s bloody skull 
as he begged for his life. They stole his 
wallet and shoes, then tied the coma- 
tose 21-year-old to a roadside wooden 
fence in near-freezing weather, where 
he was discovered, hanging like a 
scarecrow, by a passing cyclist 18 hours 
later. Shepard died five days later, on 
October 12, of brain trauma. 

I’ve told this story many times and 
make no secret | believe the remorse- 
less Henderson and McKinney, like 
Oklahoma City bomber Timothy 
McVeigh, deserve to fry. Now the 
story is getting the TV movie-of-the- 





the bylaw, but he and the others will 
have to wait until the upcoming 
executive council meeting. 
McGowan, who represents B.A.D. 
Concerts, a local company that puts 
on all-ages events featuring live 
bands, welcomed council's decision 
to re-evaluate the June 6 amend- 
ments to the original bylaw, which 
included a “Cinderella clause” that 
would have required anyone under 
18 to vacate dance events at mid- 
night. McGowan said this “captured 
non-rave and non-dance events in 
the net [with raves].” 
Not only, McGowan 
said, would this 
policy have dam- 
aged Edmonton’s repu- 
tation as a festival city, but it would 
have also had a negative impact on 
80 per cent of B.A.D.’s business, possi- 
bly rendering it no longer viable. 
Under the letter of the law, a mixed 
show at Red’s where half the crowd 
were minors would either have to 
shut down at midnight or separate 
the crowd into over-18s and under- 
18s. Even the Folk Fest, one of 
Edmonton's best-known live music 
events, where minors mix freely with 
adults, would have run afoul of the 
proposed amendments. 


Free to be, you and E 


But most of the grassroots opposi- 
tion to the bylaw came from 
Edmonton's dance community, who 
felt the legislation was unfairly 
aimed at cracking down on their 


week treatment: The Matthew Shepard 
Story, produced by Goldie Hawn and 
starring Sam Waterston (Law and 
Order) and Stockard Channing (The 
West Wing) as Matthew's parents, has 
just wrapped up filming in Toronto 
and will air on NBC next season. 

“| knew it was an important role 
and important subject, but | didn’t 
realize how important until | hung out 
in Vancouver's gay community a week 
before shooting, going to gay bars 
and talking to a lot of people,” says 
Vancouver actor Shane Meier, who 
plays Shepard in the film. “I didn’t 
realize Matt was such an icon. Every- 
body knows where he died and how 
he died. It blew my mind.” 

What also blew Meier's mind was 
his first-ever man-to-man kiss—tongue 
and all—when the time came to film a 
scene where Matt necks with his 
boyfriend Paolo, portrayed in the film 
by Yani Gellman. “It was a big make- 
out scene and we're both straight,” 
Meier says. “It was very tough, very 
difficult. But | turned that off and told 
myself | was acting. That first kiss was 
like, ‘Wow, how do we do it?” 

! want to know if Yani was a good 
kisser. Meier hesitates a fraction of a 
second, then says, “Yeah.” That reac- 
tion is, of course, at the heart of the 
Matthew Shepard story. It is the differ- 
ence—the world of difference— 
between Straight America and Gay 
America. Which is why, after speaking 
with Meier, | spoke with Montreal actor 
Scott Clarkson, who is also straight and 
who scripted and stars in a lightheart- 
ed, one-man play, The Floorboy, cur- 
rently playing at the Montreal Fringe 
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Land of the free, home of the rave: pro-dance protesters swarm City Hall 


own misunderstood subculture. 
Their argument certainly has merit: 
everyone knows the police wouldn’t 
come down to the Folk Fest and 
start kicking kids out at midnight. 
As long as it’s folk music and the 
drugs of choice are smuggled-in 
wine and marijuana, it seems, it’s all 
right, but if the music is electronic 
and the intoxicants are in pill form, 
the authorities must be called in. 
We'll never know if Sunday’s 
protest in front of City Hall, organ- 
ized by the Right to Dance Coali- 
tion, had an effect on council's 
decision, but by all accounts it was a 
raving success. At least 1,200 people 


Fest. It’s about a young man hired to 
clean up the floors in a bathhouse, 
and Clarkson based the script on his 
own two-and-a-half-year stint as 
floorboy in one of Montreal's 14 
bathhouses. 

“| didn’t take the job to be an 
anthropologist,” Clarkson tells me. “1 
took the job because | needed the 
work, It was definitely eye-opening. | 
had no idea places like this existed, 
and there's a whole set of rituals that 
go on in an environment like that. 
After a month, | got over the shock 
of the ease of it all and it quickly 
became old hat. | make the point in 
the play that there isn’t a lot of lee- 
way for people outside the norm in 
mainstream society. That means 
you'd have to invent a place like this 
if it didn’t already exist.” 

| believe if such a place had existed 
in Laramie, Matthew Shepard might 
never have been lured by two thugs 
pretending to be rough trade, and 
would still be alive. | also believe if 
women had emotionally uninvolved 
sex like men do—anything to make 
that dick cum—then straight men 
would also flock to bathhouses, Build 
it, | say, and they will come. Most 
important, though, the homophobic 
aversion straight men feel when they 
think about what men actually do to 
each other in bathhouses—which 
would require them to picture them- 
selves doing it, and they don’t want to 
picture that—is what drives men like 
Henderson and McKinney to kill fag- 
gots like Matthew Shepard. 

“| met Matthew's mom Judy out- 
side our hotel my last day on the set,” 





of all ages showed up to voice their 
opposition to the bylaw, dance the 
sunny afternoon away to the 
thumping sounds of local and out- 
of-town DJs and cool their heels in 
the pool while they could before the 
city drains it and installs a café. 
(Meanwhile, a petition urging the 
city to kill the amendments 
obtained a whopping 4,470 signa- 
tures.) Veteran members of Edmon- 
ton’s dance community, showing off 
multi-coloured costumes and hair 
were the most visible participants, 
moe plenty of wats ened folks were 
SRA 
SEE PAGE 11 





Actor Shane Meier 


Meier says. Judy Shepard froze when 
she saw Meier, stunned by his uncan- 
ny likeness to her son. “Her jaw just 
kind of fell, then she said, ‘I take it 
you’re Shane,’ and | said, ‘Yup,’ and 
she came up to me and hugged me. 
Her assistant told me every time Judy 
saw me she broke down.” 

That brings me to Orion 
Macomber, 19, and Eamonn Carolon, 
18. On May 26, the two Hawaiians 
entered a campsite, its rainbow flags 
snapping in the wind, at Polihale State 
Park on the island of Kauai. The boys 
poured flammable liquid on several 
tents, then ignited one of them—with 
people still inside it. They've since been 
charged with first-degree attempted 
murder, but | can only think of 
Matthew Shepard, broken and coma- 
tose, and how he never heard his mom 
tell him she loved him one last time. © 











YOUR ALTERNATIVE GUIDE TO 
WHAT'S REALLY GOING ON... 





Watch out for virtual 
Molotov cocktails 


WASHINGTON, D.C.—Faced with a 
tradition of anti-globalization protests in 
Seattle, Quebec City and numerous 
cities around the world, the World Bank 
has decided to move this week's confer- 
ence, originally planned for Barcelona, 
Spain, somewhere it judges most pro- 
testers won't be able to disturb them: 

Cyberspace. 

While the Washington, D.C.-based 
international organization’s activities 
have traditionally been seen as less egre- 
gious than those of the International 
Monetary Fund and World Trade Organi- 
zation, thus sparing their conferences 
from the high-profile, out-of-control, vio- 
lent confrontations that have marred the 
other organizations’ events, the bank’s 
annual meeting in Prague last Septem- 
ber for the first time featured clashes 
between protesters and police. This 
apparently prompted the bank to come 
up with a novel plan for its next event, a 
conference titled “Globalization, Poverty 
and Wealth”: protecting its delegates by 
having them participate online from the 
comfort and safety of their own homes. 

While protesters admit this novel 
approach will avoid clashes on the 
streets, they say it does not mean the 
conference will be allowed to proceed 
unhindered—and, in fact, it makes the 
event more vulnerable, since one 
skilled cyber-terrorist could bring the 
whole thing crashing down around 
the World Bank's ears. 

“Wf the bank wants contributions to 
this conference from around the world, 
then they could regret this,” Roger 
Higman of Friends of the Earth told the 
London Guardian. Earlier this year, the 
group got 100,000 online supporters 
to attack and bring down the White 
House website, protesting George W. 
Bush’s position on climate change. 

“They can run but they can’t 
hide,” explained an anonymous 
spokesperson from the protest group 
Globalize Resistance, which had 
already arranged to have thousands of 
Protesters brought to the conference's 
erstwhile venue when the change was 
announced only last week. “We can 
still party in Barcelona and have more 
fun than if we were stuck in front of 
computer screens.”—Davip STUART 


| plot the tariffs 


STOCKHOLM—While a free trade 
agreement between Canada and the 
European Union is still a ways off, both 
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien and inter- 
National trade minister Pierre Pettigrew 
have been busy laying the groundwork 
for continued tariff-reducing negotia- 
tions with leaders across the Atlantic. 

If early talks are any indication, 
there is more than a little interest on 


both sides—and Canada’s making the 
overtures. While in Sweden, Pettigrew 
met with EU Commissioner for Trade 
Pascal Lamy and presented him with a 
report detailing the benefits of allowing 
Canadians easier access to Europe's 
markets. The study “concludes that 
Canada-EU trade could increase over 
$10 billion a year if tariffs were eliminat- 
ed on transatlantic trade,” read a state- 
ment from the Prime Minister's Office. 

To underline the urgency of a 
trade pact, Canada and the EU 
released a joint statement emphasiz- 
ing the importance of reopening trade 
negotiations at the next WTO meeting 
to be held this November in Qatar. 

And that could be the rub. Petti- 
grew’s trade department has been one 
of the WTO's most—if not the most— 
vocal critic of American and EU subsidies 
when it comes to agribusiness. Obvious- 
ly, the meeting in Sweden was Canada’s 
way of setting the stage to put the pres- 
sure back on those subsidies when the 
world’s financial leaders will meet again 
this fall. —Steven SANDOR 






Canola, canola, everywhere 


When scientists from the Monsanto 
corporation set out to develop a 
hardier genetically modified strain of 
canola, they never dreamed they’d be 
this successful. The GM crops planted 
in Saskatchewan since 1996 have 
been wildly successful, producing 
bumper crops of the Canadian wheat. 

But perhaps they shouldn't be 
popping their champagne corks just 
yet. This canola is proving a little too 
successful for many farmers’ comfort. 

As reported last week by the CBC, 
the canola is showing up in farmers’ 
fields which are slated for other crops, 
making it, by definition, a weed. And 
this GM canola is very hard to kill, 
being resistant to just about every 
herbicide available. 

Researchers postulate that the 
seeds are being spread by cows, who 
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Head on led 


eat the canola and then spread their 
seeds via their feces. Cows’ digestive 
systems are notoriously inefficient; 
cow manure is sometimes fed directly 
to chickens, since it still has enough 
nutritional value to feed them. (Sort of 
like humans with corn. Come on, 
don’t tell me you've never looked.) 

The problem is not that widespread 
at the moment, so the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency officially terms it a 
mere “nuisance.” Yet some experts are 
hearing alarm bells already, predicting 
that one day farmers will have no choice 
but to plant canola everywhere, since it 
will take over any other crops’ territory. 

Monsanto volunteered to pay for 
workers to manually pick the canola 
plants wherever they unintentionally 
appear. That's all fine and dandy while 
the phenomenon is a nuisance, but if 
it spreads as seems inevitable, the 
company will not be able to afford the 
millions of workers it would take to 
protect every non-canola crop in the 
Prairies. Besides, their money could be 
tied up in the potential lawsuits that 
University of Saskatchewan law profes- 
sor Martin Phillipson says they'd be 
liable for. —Davio Stuart 





Humbled NDP seeks 
reconnection with 
grassroots 


OTTAWA—After yet another humbling 
result in a federal election and total deci- 
mation in B.C., the NDP is stepping up 
its efforts to re-establish itself as a real 
alternative to voters. Carol Teichrob, co- 
chair of the NDP’s steering committee 
plotting the future of the party and the 
former Saskatchewan minister of munici- 
Pal affairs, said she believes the party can 
once again become a political force if it 
mobilizes and begins a coast-to-coast 
effort to reconnect with its grassroots. 
“Indeed, this project of the New 
Democratic Party is the only effort 
being made in Canada to engage more 


Canadians in the political process,” said 





Teichrob. “The Liberals are not doing 
it. The Conservatives are not doing it. 
The Alliance is not doing it.” 

And she believes the New Democ- 
rats’ latest push (led by Saskatchewan 
MP Lorne Nystrom) to debate the mer- 
its of a Parliament where seats are 
more influenced by the popular vote 
than the more than 300 separate rid- 
ing contests, will convince left-of-cen- 
tre Canadians back to the party. “In 
this process,” she said, “we understand 
we will be tapping into the disenchant- 
ment felt by many Canadians—particu- 
larly young Canadians—about politics 
and the parliamentary system. Thus we 
must look at ways the political process 
can be transformed, ways which ensure 
that people's votes count.” 

The party began the steering com- 
mittee in response to strong criticism 
from the party grassroots—led by 
Canadian Auto Workers chief Buzz 
Hargrove—after posting disappointing 
returns in the most recent federal 
election. Hargrove charged that the 
party, in pushing a platform that was 
all-inclusive (from green policies to 
pro-gay platforms), had alienated the 
voting blocs who built the party— 
unions and the working class. 

For this reconnection to occur, 
Teichrob pleaded with activists to pose a 
more united front when it comes to the 
forces of globalization. According to the 
steering party’s mandate, the NDP wants 
to unite activists under their party ban- 
ner. “[It] requires we deal with the frus- 
trations and concerns of social activists 
and community activists, of environmen- 
talists and of people’s deeply held con- 
cerns about globalization,” she said. 
“Then it requires that we channel that 
frustration and concern into an effective 
Political program of a political party.” 

If the NDP is to survive, it needs to 
find a way again for the logging union 
to walk hand-in-hand with the envi- 
ronmentalists, the alternative energy- 
hawkers with the Ontario assembly 
line workers whose living depends on 
a strong auto-selling economy.— 
STEVENSANDOR * 
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Hypocri-SEE © 


' "We don’t need their kind,” read 
the headline of the “SEE POV” edi- 

_ torial column in the june 7 issue of 
SEE Magazine. (Unlike SEE, which | 
in the same column a week later 
referred to Vue Weekly solely by 

_ way of the veiled, condescending 

_ phrase “a local publication, one 
which is read only by a minority of 
Edmontonians,” we’re actually 
bold enough to identify the sub- 
ject of our editorials by name.) 

: The column condemned the . 
activities of Reverend Fred Phelps, 
whose small band of followers 
became notorious for showing up at 

_ the Matthew Shepard funeral in 
Casper, Wyoming and waving plac- 
ards bearing hateful anti-gay slo- 

_ gans. Phelps and his cohorts are also 
regulars on the Gay Pride circuit and 

_ they also made it known that they 
planned to put it an appearance at 
the Calgary Pride Day parade 

» (Phelps’s little coterie of gay-haters 
are universally regarded as noisy 
fools occupying the outermost 
fringes of the American lunatic right, - 

_ but the anonymous SEE columnist 

_ seemed to believe voicing opposi- 
tion to their impending visit repre- 
sented some kind of brave and 
crusading editorial stance.) 

____ | certainly don’t approve of Rev- _ 

_erend Phelps either, but there's _ 
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_ enough are aware, is 
70 per cent owned by Hollinger, 
Inc.—the multibillion-dollar con- 


ultimately controlled by 
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Chuck Palahniuk welcomes you to the Club 


Author mie’ Palahniuk 
Cult author insists 
his nihilistic stories 
are romantic 
comedies at heart 





among young men in America, 
and an ideology that goes with 
it, then there’s no bet- 


|: there is an identity crisis 


ter place to start 
one’s education 
than the novels of 
Chuck Palahniuk. 
At least that’s what I thought 
before I met Palahniuk. # 
The day was bright. The weather 
was fine. The author of Fight Club, or 
the “torghbearer. for the nihilistic 
generation,” as he has been called, 
looked impossibly mild: light green 
eyes beaming from a frank, hand- 
some face, soft brown hair wisping 
casually at the shoulders, a literary 


sort of sports coat draped overa . 


healthy, medium frame, a forgiving 
handshake to my 10-minute late- 
ness; in other words, not a revolu- 
tionary. Not even, to my chagrin, an 
angry young man. 

“| am the biggest romantic 
you're probably ever going to 
meet,” Palahniuk says in response to 
my question about why the themes 
of his novels tend to divine from 
Dante’s eighth circle. “I go to my 
signings and hand out packets of 
seeds. And I send more flowers than 
any 100 people together.” 

Well, that’s nice. But it didn’t 
answer my soon-to-be-nagging ques- 
tion about why, since his debut 
novel in 1996, Palahniuk has spe- 
cialized in male characters who are 
undisguised sexual deviants, schizo- 
phrenics, con artists, lost revolution- 
aries, misanthropes, drug addicts, 
anti-consumerists and cynics. The 
38-year-old writer from Portland def- 
initely has much more in common 
with Denis Johnson than Danielle 
Steel, even if he is fond of flowers. 

“My novels are all romantic 
comedies,” says Palahniuk (pro- 
nounced “Paul-a-nick”), attempt- 








ing further explanation. 
“But they’re just romantic 
comedies that are done with 
very dysfunctional, dark 
characters. Actually, my 
characters are still playing 
in a very classic sort of boy- 
gets-girl scenario, or girl- 
gets-boy scenario.” 

With that remark, | set 
aside my questions about 
the sources of his dark sub- 
jects and literary influences 
(which include Kierkegaard, 
Camus, Foucault and Susan 
Faludi’s book on contempo- 
rary masculinity, Stiffed) and 
proceed to ask him how this 
is possible. But before I get 
ahead of myself, a few 
words about his books.... 


White man’s Durden 


Palahniuk’s first and best 

novel, Fight Club, achieved 
renown because it zeroed in on the 
lesser-noticed features of Gen X, 
especially those of the men—and it 
is far from a-romantic comedy. The 
novel centres on one Tyler Durden, 
a fast-talking anarchist out to con- 
vert a generation “raised by 
women” into real men. To achieve 
this, Tyler lectures ad nauseam on 
the evils of consumer capitalism (it 
homogenizes us, feminizes us, 
makes us dumb) and commences a 
series of bloody box- 
ing nights, which 
allow him and his 
followers to beat 
_ the crap out of each 
other with the purpose of reassert- 
ing their culturally repressed male 
energy. One of my favorite Tyler 
Durden speeches reads; 

“We don’t have a great war in 
our generation, or a great depres- 
sion, but we do have a great war of 
the spirit. We have a great revolu- 
tion against the culture. The great 
depression is our lives. We have a 
spiritual depression.” 

Fight Club was a hit because it 
addressed American spiritual 
malaise directly with a stripped- 
down prose that both Hemingway 
and Fitzgerald would have 
approved of. It also gave voice to 
many of the sentiments that Faludi 
addressed in Stiffed: a sense among 
men that the postwar, post-femi- 
nist, commercial-soaked world has 
made them powerless and weak. 
The book has reached cult status, 
thanks to fans who Palahniuk says 
are “mostly skater kids and middle- 
aged men.” And if there was a boy- 
gets-girl story that drove the plot, 
it eluded most critics. 

Many of the above characteris- 
tics hold true for Palahniuk’s next 
two novels as well. Survivor follows 
the transformation by PR hacks of a 
death cult’s last surviving member 
into a pretty-boy media messiah, 
and addresses, Nietzsche-style, the 
death of religion by commerce. 
Invisible Monsters, a story about a 
barbiturate-popping transvestite and 
deformed model, tackles the increas- 
ingly rich theme of fluid sexual 


the complete opposite of the Oprah 
Winfrey demographic,” said Palah- 
niuk, mulling over those attracted 
to his work. 


I started a Choke 


Palahniuk’s latest book, Choke, 
does not stray from previous territo- 
ry. It is about a sex addict named 
Victor Mancini, who by day works 
as an Irish indentured servant at an 
historical theme park named Colo- 
nial Dunsboro and by night attends 
12-step meetings for sexual compul- 
sives in between utilitarian trysts 
with girls named Nico and Leeza. 
Victor’s mother is a damned mem- 
ber of the ’60s generation: a revolu- 
tionary wannabe who earned her 
living as a guided-experience mas- 
turbation therapist. She is dying, 
and to pay for her medical bills, 
Victor scams money off innocents 
who think they've saved him from 
choking to death. 

Choke reads like an updated ver- 
sion of Philip Roth's 1967 sexual 
rant, Portnoy’s Complaint (a book 
Palahniuk says he has not read), or 
at least it has more digressions on 
screwing and crapping—as well as 
mother obsession—than any novel 
in recent memory. And like Portnoy, 
Victor is humorously ambivalent 
about his sexual-scatological habits, 
but his opinions on women are 
firm: they are oppressive, suffocat- 
ing and generally out to corner 
defenseless men. 

“I mean, how many times can 
everybody tell you that you’re the 
oppressive, prejudiced enemy before 
you give up and become the 
enemy?” asks Victor. “[{I]n a world 
without God, aren’t mothers the 
new god? Women are already born 
so far ahead ability-wise. The day 
men can give birth, that’s when we 
can start talking equal rights.” 

Palahniuk talks about Choke with 
the same dreamy incandescence as 
he does his other books, but he will 
say nothing clear about why Victor is 
in such a peculiarly male rage. “Vic- 
tor is so completely living to fulfill 
the expectations of people around 
him,” he says. “He’s fulfilling the 
expectations of women in his group 
who want sex, he’s fulfilling the 
expectations of his mother, the peo- 
ple he works with. He completely 
defines himself by external things.” 

And so, according to Palahniuk, 
Choke is not so much a bitterly 
witty commentary on contempo- 
tary masculinity and sexuality but a 
novel about Victor's quest to “rede- 
fine himself as himself from him- 
self.” I am floored. 


His dark places 


Yet what seems plausible after an 
hour of conversation with Palah- 
niuk is that his demons—the ones 
that drive him to create characters 
like Tyler Durden and Victor Manci- 
ni—are so thoroughly exorcised in 
his writing that they do not have 
much of a life off the page. In fact, 
they almost seem wiped from his 
consciousness, given the way Palah- 
niuk talks about his novels. 


Whether this is true 
is, of course, impossible 
to verify, but Palah- 
niuk’s past provides 
clues. His father, who 
worked for the railroad, 
and his mother, who 
works at a nuclear reac- 
tor, fought frequently 
and violently—so much 
that he and his siblings 
went to live on their 
grandparents’ cattle 
ranch in eastern Wash- 
ington. Three years ago, 
his father was murdered 
along with his girlfriend 
in Kendrick, Idaho. 
Their bodies were incin- 
erated in a burning 
building and later iden- 
tified through dental 
records. In a 1999 Los 
Angeles Times essay, 
Palahniuk revealed 
another gruesome fami- 
ly incident: as a four- 
year-old boy, Fred 
Palahniuk hid under his bed while 
his own father killed his mother with 
a shotgun. 

Palahniuk says he has been able 
to write about these incidents in 
both essay and fiction form because 
he believes hiding them is fruitless. 
“Marshall McLuhan had this really 
interesting phrase,” he says. “When 
a stripper takes.off her clothes, the 
viewers become her clothes... I feel 
that by showing these things, I cre- 
ate an opening for people to share 
their things with me.” 


Sex machines 


This idea of sharing what is painful 
or strange is central to Palahniuk’s 
fictions. He says his research for 
Choke took place mostly at the gym, 
where after telling some fellow Stair- 
masterer or weightlifter that he was 
writing a novel about sex addicts, he 
would be inundated with stories of 
their own sex addiction. “I wonder 
if it’s just another way to kill time 
because, you know, all our needs are 
met,” says Palahniuk, referring to 
people’s fascination with casual sex. 
“We're just running out the clock 
now, and until we actually make 
that jump to a cause, we’re just pay- 
ing the bills and jacking off and eat- 
ing three square meals a day. Unless 
we chart our lives to something, 
we’re just animals in the zoo.” 

But this does not explain why 
the characters in Choke (and in 
Palahniuk’s three previous novels) 
are themselves animals in a zoo. 
Victor and his mother are pawns in 
a sexually dysfunctional culture 
which drives him to passionless sex 
and her to selling fantasies of sex as 
a form of therapy. There is no 
catharsis for them, and Victor never 
attaches himself to a cause (ora 
woman), though at the end he 
thinks he probably should. 

Still, Palahniuk is adamant that 
Choke is a romantic comedy and 
even that out of “our cynical, sarcas- 
tic, ironic time” will come “the most 
romantic time we've ever witnessed.” 
In his defense, he argues that he 


Palahniuk 









Author ot 


Fight Club 








believes it is impossible to write nov- 
els that address romance without 
irony and cynicism. “You can’t 
manipulate someone into feeling 
something in a real obvious way any- 
more,” he says. “People are so aware 
of devices and they resent them. I 
blame the movies. God, Forrest Gump 
was one long emotional handjob.” 

Instead, Palahniuk believes read- 
ers these days seek a visceral, even 
physical reaction to prose, which is 
why he tries to make his sentences 
sting and why, perhaps, there is very 
little tenderness in the world he cre- 
ates. “You have to unfold a world of 
unrest, disgust, un-wellness before 
you can have an epiphany of well- 
being,” he says. 


The secret garden 


I have yet to have a feeling of well- 
being after finishing a Chuck Palah- 
niuk novel, but I have had the sense 
that he can flesh out provocative 
themes that percolate just beneath 
the surface of American culture: the 
alienation that stems from a highly 
sexualized advertising culture, the 
rush to consume that leaves people 
feeling empty, a generation of 
young men whose struggle to define 
themselves is perhaps more compli- 
cated than people know. 

These days when Palahniuk is 
not writing, he tells me, he is creat- 
ing a “garden of ruins.” It’s located 
outside the house he owns and 
shares with his friends in Portland. 
There he builds partial doorways, 
walls and windows, which from the 
dampness of Oregon quickly 
become covered in green moss. 
Palahniuk’s garden, this odd hobby, 
is obviously a living metaphor for 
his life and work: a dreamscape of 
creation and destruction; a place 
where he can feel the romanticism 
that comes, as he hopes comes in 
his novels, after long bouts of vio- 
lence and chaos. © 
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By DAN RUBINSTEIN 


Penguin Eggs: black and 
white and read all over 


The majority of online newspapers 
and magazines, entities which form 
an ever-expanding mountain on our 
Internet landscape, entered the 
world as the offspring of paper and 
ink parents. Print publications devel- 
oped websites to attract more read- 
ers, to reach geographically distant 
markets and to see how far this new 
medium could take them. Initially, 
these sites were rather primitive, dis- 
playing articles and photos taken 
straight from the page. Then they 
began to evolve, adding intertextual 
links to relevant sites, interactive sur- 
veys, sounds and even moving 
images. The future had arrived and 
Internet-only publications like Salon 
began springing up, irrevocably 
changing (and some say democratiz- 
ing) the face of both journalism and 
publishing. 

Edmontonian Roddy Campbell, 
however, is taking a step back into 
the past. Penguin Eggs, his folk, roots 
and world music magazine, with a 
name taken from the title of a 20- 
year-old Nic Jones folk record, has 
been around since 1998. Campbell, 
editor of this “one-man band,” pro- 
duced his first nine issues online at 
www.penguineggs.ab.ca. But issue 
2 eS 10, the Summer 2001 copy 


Capital Letters 


Continued from page 5 


cantly, unions, relying only on indi- 
vidual donations. Finally, NDProgress 
advocates cutting formal ties with 
the party’s provincial counterparts, 
ending its unique status as having 
one membership card for member- 
ship in both the federal and provin- 
cial parties everywhere but Alberta 
(where the provincial party itself 
broke ties with its federal counter- 
parts) and Quebec (where such affili- 
ation is against the law). 

NDProgress believes the formula 
for resurrecting the NDP is to open 
it up, perhaps under a different 
name, as a unified left-wing coali- 
tion with enlarged support from left- 
ist Liberals and disenfranchised 
Greens, Socialists and Communists, 
all attracted by a commitment to 
democracy and a promise to give 
every party member a voice. 

If this all sounds familiar— 
focussing on the grassroots in the 
name of democracy, setting a holier- 
than-thou example by refusing an 
important source of financing, let- 
ting individual party members vote 
for policies and leaders and building 
a party, perhaps with a new name, 
that will incorporate everyone on its 
side of the political spectrum— 
you're right; it bears a striking simi- 
larity to the Canadian Alliance's 
approach to the other side of the 
political spectrum. And NDProgress 





of Penguin Eggs, is an old-fashioned 
paper-and-ink mag. And if Campbell 
is right, this transition into print 
might someday allow him to con- 
centrate full-time on keeping his 
dream alive. 

“It was a simple solution because 
Canada is so big and distribution is 
so difficult,” Campbell responds 
when asked why he started out 
online three years ago. A native of 
Dingwall in northern Scotland, 
Campbell (who retains a charming 
hint of the motherland in his voice) 
moved to Edmonton in 1975. He’s 
done a significant amount of free- 
lance writing over the last couple of 
decades, covering roots music for the 
Edmonton Journal, the Edmonton Sun, 
the Globe and Mail and eventually 
international folk magazines like Folk 
Roots out of the United Kingdom. 
Starting his own publication was 
always something he wanted to do, 
and there seemed to be a market for 
one on this side of the Atlantic. “I'd 
be finding out about these Canadian 
bands I’d never heard of,” he says 
about reading Folk Roots, “and | 
thought that | was tuned in.” 

So Campbell starting putting out 
his quarterly online mag, the first 
issue featuring Spirit of the West on 
its electronic cover page. But it still 
wasn’t the same as holding a copy in 
his hands. Moreover, faulty discs cost 
him the achieved version of the first 
two issues of Penguin Eggs and he lost 
the “permanent record” he was hop- 
ing to leave behind. Last December, 
encouraged by friends, he decided to 
go for it. “It just felt right,” he says. “I 
wanted to do it.” 

An electrician by trade, Campbell 
took a high-paying job in Fort 
McMurray last January, working until 
April to get the finances he needed 
would do well to note the problems 
their archenemies are currently fac- 
ing, which are largely caused of the 
fact that their leader was selected by 
the membership at large, yet has to 
work day-to-day with caucus mem- 
bers who do not support him. 

The extreme dyad of the NDP 
Socialist Caucus and NDProgress is 
emblematic of the divisiveness that 
has plagued the party since its 
beginnings. On the one hand are 
those who are vaguely uncomfort- 
able with being a political party at 
all—a member of the establish- 
ment—and who must constantly rec- 
oncile reality with ideology, 
accepting that they can dress up in 
suits and say “Mr. Speaker” one day 
and hurl insults and the occasional 
Molotov cocktail during anti-global- 
ization protests the next. On the 
other hand are what have been 
termed the “pragmatic Prairie pop- 
ulist politicians,” led by NDPers who 
have tasted decades of government 
in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. They 
advocate moving closer to the centre 
to attract voters away from the Lib- 
erals, even though such attempts 
during the last two elections have 
proved disastrous. Tony Blair's “Third 
Way” of moderate centrism might 
work against Britain’s Tories, but in 
Canada the Grits have a stranglehold 
on the centre. 

This is a problem recognized by 
the latest organization to set its sights 
on the NDP’s November convention, 


the New Policy Initiative, supported by 


to get into the tangi- 
ble magazine game. 
(“The money up 
there is brilliant,” he 
says. “You can’t get 
that kind of money 
by freelancing. You 
have to work your 
bollocks off as a free- 
lancer.”) After he 
returned from Fort 
McMurray, Campbell 
put in a few weeks of 
18-hour days to pro- 
duce Penguin Eggs 
No. 10 by June 1. He 
called upon all of his 
contacts in the roots 
scene for interviews 
and CDs. He learned 
how to use print lay- 
out software. And a 
few weeks ago, he 
was holding a 38- 
page yellow-and- 
black magazine, 
featuring former 
Martha and the 
Muffins guitarist and 
sought-after produc- 
er Michael Brook on 
the cover, in his hands. “It was excit- 
ing,” he says about that long-await- 
ed day. “It’s been a long, slow 
process. But to finally have my own 
magazine is a dream come true.” 
With national distribution sup- 
plied by Ontario-based Doormouse, 
the same company that handles alt- 
country bible No Depression, the 
3,000-copy print run of the maga- 
zine is available at bookstores, news- 
stands and music stores throughout 
the country. It cost about $5,000 to 
produce, and Campbell thinks he’ll 
make the money back through sales 
and advertising. Feedback from read- 
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the best-known NDPer of them all, 
Svend Robinson. Launched at the 
beginning of June, the organization 
takes the NDProgress idea of forming 
a coalition of left-wingers to the 
extreme. They advocate a shift to the 
left, not the centre, with the aim not 
just of bringing aboard people who 
have given up on the NDP, but of 
becoming an organization with a huge 
mandate, only one part of which is to 
be a political party, The NPI’s creation 
would organize protests, hold confer- 
ences and supply a variety of services 
to the electorate that they consider the 
government to have abdicated, such 
as human rights lobbying. 

This very ambitious ideal is out- 
lined in detail in the NPI's very ambi- 
tious website (www.newpolitics.ca), 
which runs to almost 15,000 words. 
While they say the ideal scenario 
would be for the NDP to dissolve and 
reconstitute itself in the NPI’s image, 
they promise that should the party 
refuse to see the light, they’ll form 
the NGO-cum-political party them- 
selves without their help. McDo- 
nough has already dismissed the 
movement as a vehicle for Robinson's 
famously barely disguised leadership 
ambitions, but this doesn’t explain 
the participation of the well-respect- 
ed Judy Rebick and scores of other 
leftists, all named in a long list on the 
NPI website. 

It is the New Politics Initiative 
that has the potential to finally gar- 
ner some media attention, so revo- 
lutionary is their bls AY to 
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Plain Records 


ers and people in the folk communi- 
ty has been quite positive, he says. 
“| really want to encourage young, 
new bands coming through,” Camp- 
bell says about the mission of the 
mag, which covers Canadian and 
international acts through features, 
Q&As, gig guides and reviews. “! 
want to encourage bands doing tra- 
ditional and roots music in Canada. 
But there are also international artists 
you can’t ignore, like Virginia 
Rodrigues. What we can cover is 
unlimited... but I’m just going by 
things | really like myself.” Why not? 
It's his magazine, after at o 


politics. And they are sure to turn 
the NDP’s November convention 
on its ear. The media seems to have 
already written the NDP off, imply- 
ing that since the death of Commu- 
nism, there is no need for a left 
wing, thereby conveniently ignor- 
ing the trends in most western 
European countries, where similar 
left-wing coalitions have been gain- 
ing momentum all decade. Of 
course, most of those countries 
have a form of proportional repre- 
sentation, making coalitions among 
like-minded parties the sine qua non 
of politics. Not coincidentally, the 
NPI are avid advocates of PR, as are 
many NDPers and, according to a 
recent national poll, over 70 per 
cent of Canadians. However, in 
another recent poll, 35 per cent of 
Canadians echoed the media’s dis- 
dain, opining that the NDP should 
just pack it in as a political party 
and go home. 

Of course, the last time the 
media and electorate agreed that a 
party and its leader were dead in the 
water beyond hope of resuscitation, 
it was the Tories under Joe Clark. Poli- 
tics, as the immortal saying goes, is 
the art of the possible. And if Clark 
can resurrect his career—twice—any- 
thing is possible, including a reborn, 
relevant left-wing national party. But 
it’s going to take some very excruci- 
ating birthing pains to get there— 
and it remains to be seen if the 
media will even let the Canadian 
people hear them. © 
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Rave bylaw 





there as well, taking their first cau- 
tious and awkward steps to the 
music that so many other older peo- 
ple find so frightening and danger- 
ous that they are trying to regulate 
it out of existence. 

Whether Councillor Robert Noce 
underwent a real change of heart 
(he sits on the executive committee 
that added the Cinderella clause as 
well as the 3 a.m. closing time to 
the bylaw) or simply made a shrewd 
political decision to ally himself 
with young voters for his upcoming 
battle with Bill Smith, he is, as the 
youngest member of council, at 
least acting his age. Noce was pres- 
ent at the protest, shaking his booty 
to the music and, later, voicing 
some positive sentiments about the 
demonstration and the dance com- 
munity at large. 

“[1 am] absolutely thrilled,” he 
said, “to see so many people in front 
of City Hall rallying for a united 
goal,” adding that the executive 
council was “too quick” in adding 
the amendments and made a mis- 
take lumping one-time events 
together with after hours dance 
clubs. “It was never my intention,” 
he said, “to eliminate all-night 
dancing in Edmonton. I enjoy the 
music and understand why people 
want to go to these events. I don’t 
want to take that away.” 

British spinner DJ Rap was also 
on hand to express her views on the 
situation. She told the crowd how 
London experienced similar difficul- 


ties as Edmonton before a compro- 
mise between lawmakers and fun- 
seekers could be found. She blamed 
“fear and ignorance” for the reac- 
tionary approach of the city, 
reminding everyone how legal ciga- 
rettes and alcohol kill far more peo- 
ple every year than the dance 
culture. Rap called for “discussion, 
understanding and enlightenment” 
on all sides in order to come up 
with a “win-win situation.” 


Rap vs. Richards 


Not everyone on hand thought the 
bylaw was going too far. Constable 
Mike Richards of the Edmonton 
Police Service said he supports the 
amended bylaw because it gives the 
police the tools they need to deal 
with the negative aspects of rave 
culture, like drugs, violence and 
noise. “I’m not going to paint every- 
one with the same brush or say 
everyone is on drugs,” Richards said, 
but he does claim to have seen first- 
hand the problems that come with 
all-night dancing—problems, he 
said, that warrant a 3 a.m. closing 
time and other restrictions. 

Todd Ramsum, 19, is an active 
member of the rave community, 
which he says is, “way more of a 
dance culture than a drug culture.” 
He doesn’t believe a bylaw is capable 
of ending the vibrant night life that 
has built up in Edmonton. “They 
can’t stop the dancing,” Ramsum 
said. “Even if they shut down the 
clubs, the drugs are still going to be 
there. It’s all going to go underground 
where it will cause more problems.” 

Mimi Williams is running for 


city council in Ward 2 in the upcom- 
ing municipal election. She spoke at 
the rally as a concerned parent, argu- 
ing the city needs more responsible 
parents, not restrictive laws, to pro- 
tect children. If parents can’t keep 
their own children from going to all- 
night dances, she asked, how will a 
bylaw protect them? “I'd rather be 
pulling my kid out of a club than a 
car crash because they went to a 
bush party,” Williams said. 


Mikey likes it 


Mike Peebles of Edmonton 
RaveSafe helped organize the rally 
in hopes of showing people they 
have little to fear from throbbing 
music and kids in Day-Glo fun-fur 
pants. “I think we raised public 
awareness as well as council’s 
awareness,” said Peebles. “People 
felt they were part of something.” 
Peebles acknowledged the need for 
raves to be governed by some sys- 
tem of regulations to ensure a safe 
environment without interfering 
with other businesses—concerns 
the original bylaw addressed before 
the Cinderella clause and mandato- 
ty 3 a.m. closing time were added. 

Today’s youth are often accused 
of being apathetic and lazy, but as 
Sunday’s demonstration showed, 
they are more than prepared to spit 
out their pacifiers and whistles and 
mobilize themselves when their cul- 
ture is threatened. It remains to be 
seen what the August 22 discus- 
sions will yield, but the ravers won't 
go out quietly—and with the 
municipal election looming, people 
are listening. © 
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Comfort. Convenience. Red Arrow ofters Biisiness Class sanics —more | 
legroom, laptop plug-ins, fold-down tables, downtown-to-downtown 
pickup and dropoff, private seats, plus complimentary snacks and 

drinks. It's a relaxing environment perfect for getting the job done. 

Make productivity your driving force and travel Red Arrow. 


SINGLE + DOUBLE ROW SEATING * ADVANCE SEAT SELECTION ® CORI y 
RATES ¢ FOLD-DOWN TABLES # LAPTOP PLUG-INS * CAR RENTAL 
Daily express passenger and parcel service between Calgary, Red Deer, Edmonton and Fort Murra 


_ redarrow motor coach 


Reservations 





information 1.800 
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Pop art wi wallet 


Handbags: 
choosing the most 
personal part of 
your wardrobe 


By JULIANN WILDING 


electing a new handbag is a 
S:: personal endeavour— 
which means it’s difficult to go 
wrong or be “unfashionable” no mat- 
ter your final choice. (Of course, it 
may be wise to avoid the season's 
“bags of the moment,” most of which 
are basically mock-ups of what's pop- 
ular on the runways in Paris or New 
York and don’t always translate well 
to an everyday wardrobe.) 
What you should consider 
instead is your own current style 





Featurin 


and More! 


remixes by 
| BT, Hybrid, William Orbit 


CoorAis 








You'll want the bag to look good 
with or match at least most of what 
you wear. (Then again, you could do 
what I do and keep a wide array of 
bags on rotation and switch them 
depending on your outfit. Colour 
plays a big role in my collection. I fig- 
ure if I have enough different- 
coloured, interesting-looking 
bags—both casual and fancy—to 
choose from I'll have pretty much 
everything covered.) But if you prefer 
to start out slow, try purchasing a few 
all-purpose bags; one of them should 
probably be black. If the bag has a 
sleek, simple style without a lot of 
detailing it can probably walk the line 
between casual and formal; if it is 
more of a funky streetwear piece it 
could still go with certain skirts and 
dresses. For those really special out- 
ings, however, you might still need to 
take the impractical step of buying a 


specific fancy bag that you'll only use 
a few times. 

The price of your new bag will be 
something to ponder as well. Be wary 
of items that are outlandishly 
cheap—you'll want your purchase to 
last, and a poorly constructed hand- 
bag will only make you curse your- 
self for being so silly when it falls 
apart. Good bags may cost a little 
more than you expect—leather, for 
instance, will be pricier than ballistic 
nylon—but if you’re still using it 
three years from now you probably 
won't complain. (That’s another rea- 
son to stay away from evanescent 
popular trends: three years from now 
you'll be giving it to Value Village.) 


Ain‘t too proud for bags 


Always take a close look at the con- 
struction and workmanship of a bag. 





Is it sturdy and intelligently engi- 
neered so it won't sag out of shape 
or break under the weight of all your 
stuff? Are the seams reinforced with 
another fabric on the inside? Are the 
zippers and closures sewn in strong- 
ly enough to withstand your con- 
stant tugging? These questions may 
sound anal, but asking them may 
keep you from wasting your money 
on some temptingly pretty but 
hopelessly flimsy new bag. 

The last factor to consider while 
handbag-shopping is what size of 
bag you want (and need). Do you, 
like me, leave your flat each day with 
half of your life haphazardly stuffed 
into a handbag? For a long time I 
thought that I needed an absolutely 
enormous bag to accommodate this 
habit, but it recently occurred to me 
that simply selecting a smaller bag 
might help me put some boundaries 


eee and - 
these great titles 


Downtown Location: 
10232 1066 424-6000 


Southside Location: 
3110 Calgary Tr. South 433-6400 


Surfacing * $12.99 


Solace * $9.79 


Mirrorballl............cccccccssse 
The Freedom Sessions...... 
Rarities, B-Sides and Other Stuff....$9.79 








on what I take with me, oh, let’s say, 
out to dinner or a friend’s house. I 
also believed that a smaller bag— 
besides being lighter and less cum- 
bersome—would somehow force me 
to go through my bills more regular- 
ly and generally organize my life. 

Unfortunately, I’m still as unor- 
ganized as ever; I simply begin a new 
bag when the first one gets out of 
control to the point where my wallet 
won't even fit inside. If you possess 
more finely developed organizational 
skills than I, though, you may need a 
bag with a certain amount of pockets. 
Don't sell yourself short if you have 
necessities; keep looking for that per- 
fect bag because once you find it, 
you'll really want to hold on, © 


Photos: Francis Tétrault 
Hand bags: Blu’s 
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Fumbling towards 
Ecstasy * $9.79 







Touch + $9.79 
seseene$ 14.79 
eccccceseees 6.79 
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tin pan alley ncsevrs 








Badass Jack’s (7 locations in Edmonton and 
area. Call 468-3452 for location nearest you, 
or visit www.badassjacks.com) 


Turkish Donair and Kebab (10332 Whyte 
Ave., 434-6597) $ 


Booster Juice (9 locations in Edmonton and 
area) Come experience a warm, upbeat atmos- 
phere with healthy, energizing, fantastic tast- 
ing smoothies! $ 


Café Mosaics (10844 Whyte Ave., 433-9702) 
A wide variety of home-made, healthy meals, 
featuring many selections for vegetarians. $ 


Gourmet Easy (6029 104 St., 486-4846) Our 
retail store provides take-home meal solutions 
for today’s busy lifestyles—just take home, 
heat and serve. We feature seafood, beef, 
bison and chicken meal ideas. $$ 


Oriental gle House (10586-100 St., 424- 


Veg: 
0463) Edmonton’s only totally vegetarian 
restaurant. Non-smoking. $-$$ 


Route 99 Diner (8820-99 St., 432-0968) 50's 
diner with an abundance of memorabilia, a 
jukebox playing 50's music and a great variety 
of food. $-$$ 


food. 





Bee Bell Bakery (10416-80 Ave, 439-3247) 
Offering healthy whole grain bread, cheese- 
bread, alf-and?-half cakes with strawberry filling 
and swiss chocolate. $ 


Buns and Roses Organic Wholegrain 


Bakery (6519-111St., 438-0098) Allergy-free 
baking 

Tree Stone Bakery (8612-99 St., 433-5924) 
Artisan bread shop making pain au levain (true 
French sourdough). $-$$ 






Pile 


ae 
Bistro Praha (10168-100 A St., 424-4218) 


The first European Café since 1977 and still the 
only one. $$ 


Bridges (9028-Jasper Ave., 425-0173) Be 
scene! Before the theatre, after the game or for 
an evening of entertainment in itself $$ 


Café Select (10016-106 St., 423-0419) 
Offering lunch, dinner and late night dining in 
a relaxed atmosphere for over 14 years. French 
style cuisine, seafood, steaks, $$-$$$ 


Café De Ville (10137-124 St., 488-9188) 
Located in Old Glenora, offering a diverse and 
eclectic menu ina warm and inviting atmos- 
phere. (Check out the full menu at cafedev- 
Mle.com) $$ 


Carole’s Café & Catering (10145-104 St., 


425-1824) Creative, comfortable, accommo- 
dating, Offering a diverse menu of fresh 

French and Italian food in a warm and inviting 
atmosphere, $-$$ 


Four Rooms (#137 Edmonton Centre, 102 
Ave. & Rice Howard Way, 426-4767) Casual 
dining in an upscale environment, featuring a 
unique international tapas menu. $$ 


Jax Bean Stop Coffee & Bistro (Seven loca- 
tions in Edmonton, 478-0480) Visit one of our 
locations and enjoy a Euro breakfast, lunch or 
sample our ge selection of desserts. Daily 
specials available. Exclusive supplier of “Rocky 
Mountain Roasters” custom roasted gourmet 
coffee. Sofa. fireplace, warm atmosphere. 
Introducing bubble tea and smoothies. 
Smoking and non-smoking. $ 


Manor Café (10109-125 St., 482-7577) 
Remarkable location, flavour and service. Great 
prices on dishes from around the world. $$ 


Matess Urban Bistro (8223-104 St., 431-0179) 
The first ie bistro since 1996 and still the 
only one. Radegast on tap. Only smoking. $$ 


Nina’s (10139-124 St., 482-3531) 
Sophisticated, casual elegance. Live music fri- 
days and saturdays. $-$ 


Russian Tea Room (10312 jasper Ave., 426- 
0000) Best cheesecake in town. A quiet and 
romantic atmosphere; candlelight at night to 
warm your heart. $-$$ 


Stormin’ Norman's (#29 Perron St., St. 
Albert, 460-1699) Cozy bistro offering appetiz- 
ers, fresh salads, steaks, seafood, pastas. 
Cappucinos, lattes and desserts. $-$$ 


Sweetwater Café (12427-102 Ave., 488- 
1959) In the heart of Old Glenora, delicious, 
health conscious dishes made fresh. $-$$ 


Tasty Tom’s Bistro & Bar (9965 Whyte Ave., 
437-5761) Find a taste explosion on the other 
side of the tracks. Let our chefs Tor and 
Christian entertain you for lunch, dinner or a 
late night snack. $-$$ 





Aroma Borealis (Coopers & Lybrand Building, 
211, 10130-103 St., 944-9603) Designer sand- 
wiches, latte, cappuccino, great coffee, and fab- 
ulous desserts by Skopek’s Bake Shop. $ 


Bennys Bagels Café on Whyte (10460-82 
Ave., 414-0007) Come for breakfast, lunch, or 
for a latte or cappuccino after a night out. 
Check out our patio for the hot summer days, $ 


Bohemla Cyber Café (11012 Jasper Ave., 
429-3442) Comfortable surroundings, enjoy 
our array of productivity and entertainment 
software over a chai latte or a bowl of Mexican 
tortilla soup. $$ 


Café Amande (8523-91 St., 465-1919) 
Featuring fine french cuisine—quiches, tortes 
and crepes, Bakery and pastries. Take out cater- 
ing, Live music Thursdays $ 

Café La Gare (10308A-81 Ave., 433-5138) 
Smoke-Free. Licensed and offers a winning med- 
ley of culinary delights and fresh baked goods. $ 
Café Lacombe (10111 Bellamy Hill, The 
Crowne Plaza, Chateau Lacombe, 428-6611) 
The finest in fusion cooking. Best breakfast and 
lunch buffets in town. $$$ 


Café Lila’s (10153-97 St., 414-0627) In the 


Functions.” 





farmers market. Grilled sandwiches, daily spe- 
cials, European desserts and aprcey coffees in 
a smoke free environment. $ 


Café on Whyte (10159-Whyte Ave., 437-4858) 
Open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday. Plenty of 
parking. Breakfast and lunch specials, Come and 
enjoy our quiet and friendly atmosphere $ 


Calabash Café (10630-124 St.., 414-6625) 
Creative Caribbean cooking in casual yet comfort- 
able atmosphere. lunch, dinner or late night 
snacks. Come for the food, stay for the party! $-$$ 


Cappuccino Affair (4 locations, 482-7166) 
Friendly staff, home-like atmosphere, fireplace. 
Light breakfast, lunch or night-time snack. $ 


Expressionz Café, Market & Meeting Place 
(9142 - 118 Ave., 471-9125) Homestyle cooking 
in a friendly and creative atmosphere. Live 

music, artists giftshop, special events. Licensed. $ 


The Commissary (11750-Jjasper Ave., 488- 
9019) A large selection of fresh sandwiches, 

salads, soups, casseroles and desserts, to stay 
or to. go. $ 


Jazzberrys Too Café (10116-124 St., 488- 
1553) Good home style cooking in a relaxed 
environment. Smokers always welcome. $ 


Katmandu Coffee Café (201, 10 McKenney 
Ave., St. Albert, 419-3550) A European coffee 
bar atmosphere in St. Albert. 


Market Café (16615-109 Ave., 930-4060) 
Fast, fun and for the family. Featuring daily 
breakfast, lunch and dinner buffet and a 
delightful a la carte menu. Non-smoking. $-$$ 


La Piazza (10458 Whyte Ave., 433-3512) 
Speciality and European coffee, breakfast, buns 
and bagels, home-made soups, sandwiches, 
bagel melts, lasagna. $ 


Muddy Waters Cappuccino Bar (8211-111 
St., 433-4390) Great eats and drinks in a com- 
fortable atmosphere. oy liquor and food 
specials. Open till midnight. Catering. $ 


Savoy’s Gourmet Health Café (11010-51 
Ave., 437-7718) South Indian cuisine, vegetarian 
menu, sandwiches and soups for under $5.99 
Fruit and vegetable juice bar. Non-smoking. $ 


Steeps (12411- Stony Plain Rd., 488-1505) The 
original tea café. Huge selection of premium loose 
tea. Sit, sip and savour! Great gift ideas, awesome 
desserts and light lunches. Non-smoking. $ 


Sugar Bowl (10922-88 Ave., 433-8369) The 

esoteric & eclectic café. Full espresso bar, fresh 
baling daily. Daily hot specials. Live entertain- 
ment Friday nights. $-$. 


Sunterra Market (Commerce Place, 201, 
10150 spe Ave.,426-3791) Muffins and pas- 
tries freshly made at our on-site bakery. Non- 
smoking. ¢ 


Urban Grind (10124-124 St. 451-1039) Come 
and try our Fresh Fruit Bubble Drink in our 
eclectic atmosphere. Variety of specialty coffees, 
mouthwatering desserts, homemade soups and 
sandwiches made fresh when ordered. Open 
until 2 a.m. Mon.-Fri. Smoking. $$ 


oon House (7 St. Anne St., St. Albert, 460- 


8772) Worth the drive to sample some of the 
best jambalaya and gumbo in the province. $$ 


Da-De-O (10548-82 Ave., 433-0930) Funky- 
style restaurant in an old-style diner on Whyte 
Ave. Smoking, $$ 


Loulsiana Purchase (10320-111 St., 420- 
6779) Higher-end style of cooking from the 
Bayou and great atmosphere. Non-smoking. $$ 








- Specialized Menus 
* Catering Available 


‘Full line of Compass Rose Gourmet Products 
- Award winning Lobster Chowder 
‘Lobster, Salmon & Fajita wraps 

- Seafood, Beef, Chicken & Bison entrées 
- Steak & Lobster Tail 

Corporate Luncheon Menu 


TRY OUT CHEF MIDDLETON'S 
NEW DINNER MENU 


One of the best mom and pop operations in 
the city. $$ 


Billiards Club (2 fl. 10505-82 Ave., 432-0335) 
Rack ‘em up and chow down, with heaps of 
burgers & mugs of ale. $ 


Century Grill & Lounge (3975-Calgary Trail 
South, 431-0303) Lunch, dinner, cocktails 
Upscale dining serving many grilled Canadian 
specialties. Private dining room, restaurant, 
lounge and two outdoor patios create 
Edmonton's most sought after destination. $$$ 


Denny’s (multiple locations) More 
than a great breakfast. Open 24 hours 
Licensed, $-$$ 


Devlin’s (10507 - 82 Ave., 437-7489) Now 
serving lunch specials. All soup and sandwich 
combos for $6.95. Also half price happy hour 
on drinks and food daily. $ 


Fife n‘Dekel (9114-51 Ave., 436-9235, 10646- 
170 St., 489-6436, 12028-149 St., 454-5503) 
Best sandwich award winners in the Vue Weekly 
2000 golden fork awards. Non-smoking. $$ 


The Garage Burger Bar and Grill 

( 10242-106 St., 423-5014) Best home-made 
burgers with daily lunch specials at student- 
friendly prices. Smoking. 


High Level Diner (1091 2-88 Ave., 433-0993 
) Wholesome and health conscious. Known for 
their tasty veggie burgers. Non-smoking. $$ 


Peevey Family Restaurant (8709-109 St. 
& 3458-99 St., 439-8934 ) Open 24 hours 
every oy, Breakfast served all day. Affordable 
homestyle meals. $ 


Larry's Café ( 6, 10015-S2 Ave., 414-6040 ) 
Best breakfasts and lunches on the south side. 
Cheap prices! Open till 3:30 a.m. nightly. $ 


Loule’s Submarine (8109-104 St, 431-0897) 
In-store fresh baked bread. Soups and salads. 
Catering business and social lunches or dinners. $ 


Nellie’s Tea Shoppe (12606-118 Ave., 452- 
9429) Home-made meals. Specializing in tradi- 
tional English high tea and gourmet evening 
meals. Open till 9 p.m, $$ 


Precinct $5 (5552 Calgary Trail S., 432-5550) 
Red eye breakfast, Wednesday Wing night, 
Sunday smorg, homemade cooking. Licensed, 
Happy hour, smoking. $ 


Rosie's Bar and Grill (10604-101 St, 423-3499 
) Nothing fancy, but sensible home cooking with- 
out the frills. Non-smoking restaurant with smok- 
ing lounge. $ 


Shecky’s (7623 Argyll Rd., 426-8983, #100, 
10130-103 St., 424-8657) Real food, real fast 
Terrific Italian Dishes. Soups/salads/sandwiches 
made from scratch. Call ahead for reservations. 
Smoking. $ 


Squires Pub/Starvin’ Marvin's (10505-82 

Ave., 439-8594) We invite you in for daily and 
monthly speciais, as well as happy hour ore 

4-8 pm. (www.squirespub.com) ¢ 


Staccato’s Soup, Stew and Chill Bar 
(9082-51 Ave., Southgate Mall, Commerce 
Place, 466-5062) A Canadian fresh food com- 
pany. serving the best soups, stews and chilis 

yy Canyon Creek Soup Company. No MSG or 
preservatives. Non-smoking. $ 


The Tea House (52404 Range Rd. 221, 
Ardrossan, AB, 922-2279, 922-6963.) Country 
fresh foods for lunch, dinners or breakfast. 
antiques, local arts and crafts anad unique gifts 
to browse around. Breakfast and lunch $; din- 
ner $-$$ Non-smoking: 


Unheardof Restaurant (9602-82 Ave., 432- 
0480) Over 17 years of operating a fine dining 
establishment in a newly renovated bullding. 
Non-smoking. $$$$ 


Urban Lounge (8103-105 St., 439-3388) For 
lunch, dinner or late night fare, experience 
wholesome home-made burgers. 





Compass Rose Cafe 
6029 - 104 &t. 
Edmonton, AB 
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4804 Calgary Trail South 


ASTA HOUSE 
& WINERY 


June 28 
Johnson Group 


re Susie Anioli Swing Banc 
JAZZ, BLUES, SWING 
June 29 
Kennedy Jenson 
Quintet 


With the Tanya Kalmanovitch Trio 
JAZZ 


June 30 
Fisher Quintet 


ith The John Stowell Trio 
JAZZ 
July 2 
The Divas 
A SHOW TO REMEMBER 
July 5 
McLean Hunter Trio 
INSTRUMENTAL JAZZ 
July 6 
King Muskafa 


Mo 


With 


che 


July 7 
Tarbaby 


ADIOR 


July 12 
Bill Jamieson 
JAZZ WITH HORN 
July 13 
Mollys Reach 


With quests 
AUITAR POT 


\ Voodabeer 


July 14 
The Nomads 
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MONDAYS 
Enjoy Today's (ruesDAvS!. 


* Hottest Movies 
Starting @ 9 p.m. Phe} 





Every 
Wednesia 
Rickard’ s GOLD 


' Grasshopper Wheat Ale 


- Seypitel Prize 


You Have Saal 
 Edisve 2 
SLEEMANS S299 


EVERY 
SATURDAY 














A food critic walks into a bar... 


Reno Pub is short 
on gourmet dining, 
long on low-rent 
atmosphere 





was the question I over- 

heard one female barfly 
asking a male counterpart as I cau- 
tiously took my seat in the down- 
town Reno Pub one weekday 
afternoon. I’ve been feeling like a 
bit of a tough guy lately—a feeling 
brought on by my 
increasing impa- 
tience for golfers 
and drivers alike— 
so I thought I’d confi- 
dently cruise into a place where 
they scoff at the saying “No shirt, 
no service.” 

The Reno Pub was it. The 
clientele on this quiet afternoon 
consisted of two old ethnic men 
drinking coffee, the aforementioned 
couple sparking something up at the 
bar and me, a.k.a. “the sore thumb.” 
Entering certain establishments is 
like walking into a relationship—you 
really have no idea what to expect, 


a a S: what do you do?” This 









restaurants 
reVUE 


and the results can be disastrous. I 
assumed that the few working girls 
lingering around the surrounding 
blocks was an indication there 
would be no finger bowls, and I was 
right. The truth is, the Reno menu is 
hardly the pub’s strong suit. I asked 
if they had food and the 
barkeep/waitress (a really nice per- 
son, given my inability to blend in 
with the patrons) told me that as 
long as I didn’t order any of the Chi- 
nese items, she could make it for me. 

Huh? 

It seems that in addition to the 
regular bar grub like burgers, wings, 
sandwiches and small selection of 
entrees, they can also 
whip up a few Ori- 
ental delights 
(pineapple chicken, 
ginger beef, etc.)—if the 
cook happens to be there. I wanted 
to try the veal cutlets with mashed 
spuds, veggies and gravy, but she 
told me there was none of the latter, 
so I figured fish and chips was a safe 
bet. There was no won ton soup left 
and I sampled some of the thick, 
greyish cream of mushroom instead. 
Well, the crackers were okay. My 
main course arrived shortly there- 
after, and given the extremely sym- 
metrical shape of the fish, I assumed 


that my lunch hadn’t exactly been 
battered within hours of being 
pulled from the sea. 

Like the crackers, the fries were 
pretty good, though unnecessary 
after nine days of fattening up at 
my Mom’s in Ontario. 


Wakin’ up in Reno 


On the plus side, the Reno serves an 
all-day breakfast, which can be a 
godsend depending on how late you 
wake up with a hangover. But as I 
said, food isn’t the big draw at Reno. 
Who gives a crap what the menu 
items taste like when you're busy 
getting gooned on three-dollar 
pints? If you do happen to go 
inside, there’s plenty to keep you 
busy aside from eating. The interior 
is sparse, with vinyl swivel chairs 
positioned around a pool table and 
sit-down video game. Moreover, the 
place is a sociologist’s dream for 
anyone eager to study human 
behaviour in taverns. 

For the record, drunk gal with the 
career questions and buddy at the bar 
stumbled out together. You don’t get 
that at five-star establishments. O 
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The Village Café (11223 Jasper Ave. 488- 
0955) Serves homemade gourmet dishes pre- 
pared by red seal chefs on site. Specializing in 
prime ib, seafood, pasta and stir fries. Non- 
smoking. $$ 






Blue Willow (11107-103 Ave., 428-0584) 
Great food, great service and great non-smok- 
ing atmosphere. $$ 


Double Greeting Wonton House (1021 2- 
96 St., 424-2486) The rock ‘n rollers choice. 
Try a spicy long donut with rice roll or a cur- 
ried chicken platter, washed down with a fine 
sago concoction. Smoking. $ 


Lenghts Grill (10080 Jasper Ave., 424-6197) 
“A Mongolian food experience.” Soon open- 
ing dinner cafe. $ 


Noodle Noodle (10008-106 Ave,, 422- 
6862) The best Dim Sum in Edmonton. Non- 
smoking. $$ 

Man’s Café (12520-118 Ave., 452-3672) A 


super stop for a variety of tasty treats. Make 
sure to try the Oriental stir-fry. Smoking. $$ 


Marco Polo (#206, 9700-105 Ave., 428- 
3388) The classiest Chinese restaurant in 
Edmonton. Smoking. $$ 


er Restaurant (14927-111 Ave., 
487-6868) Authentic Chinese and Thai cuisine. 
Rice and noodle dishes, meat entrees, appetiz- 
ers, desserts. $$ 


Xian Szechuan (10080 - 178 St., 484-8883) 
Delicious selection of authentic Szechuan dish- 
es. Non-smoking. $$ 
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Cilantro’s on 111th ree 11 St, 424- 
6182) Wide selection of dishes from kiwi mussels 
to blackened catfish or mini rack of lamb. $$ 





David's ( 8407 Argyll Rd., 468-1167) 
Specializing in Alberta beef dishes on the south 
of the town. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Franklin's Inn Dining Room (2016 
Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park 467-1234) All 
day breakfast and a great selection of all your 
favourites. $-$$ 


The Grinder (10957-124 St., 453- 

1709 ) 20 years old but under new manage- 
ment. Also lounge and games room. Smoking 
in the lounge. $-$$. 


Mayfield Grill (1665-109 Ave., 930-4062) 
Casual dining in an elegant atmosphere, 
extensive menu for lunch and dinner, best 
Sunday brunch. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Richie Mill Bar and Grill (10171 
Saskatchewan Dr., 431-1717) Century old 
fieldstone walls create a cozy atmosphere in 
which to enjoy a variety of dishes or relax dur- 
ing happy hour 4-6 p.m. Smoking. $$-35$ 


The Sidetrack Café (10333-112 St.,421- 
1326) Whether you like succulent steak, deca- 
dent eggs Benedict in the morning or late 
night chicken wings, the Sidetrack Café’s 
kitchen will do it for you. Smoking in the 
lounge. $-$$ 


Teak Room (16615-109 Ave., 484-0821) 
Enjoy a fine dining experience with gourmet 
dishes prepared by our award-winning chefs. 
Non-smoking. $$ 


Thomas’ Fishermen's Grotto (9624-76 
Ave., 433-3905) Fine dining fish and seafood, 
featuring the seafood lover's feast for two. 
Brunch, lunch and dinner, Non-smoking. $$$ 


Turtle Creek Café (8404-109 St., 433-4202) 
Continental-style bistro with good variety of 
dishes and pizza, stirfries, pasta and more. 
Non-smoking. $$ 


Von's Steak and Fish House (10309-81 Ave., 
439-0041) Alberta beef at its best and great 
seafood, too. Smoking. $$$ 






Asian Hut Restaurant (4620-99 St., 430- 
8267) Try the best East India has to offer. $-$$ 


Jewel of Kashmir (7219-104 St., 438-4646) 
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Discover a place that’s out of this world. 
Designed to capture the excitement and glam- 
our of India. 


Khazana (10177-107 St., 702-0330) 
Authentic Tandoori cuisine in one of 
Edmonton’s most elegant dining rooms. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


New Asian Village (10143 Saskatchewan 
Dr., 433-3804) Cooking at its best from the 
subcontinent with a great panoramic river val- 
ley view. Smoking. No minors. $ 


Spleey House (9777-102 A Ave., Canada 
Place (Food Court), 425-0193) Veg and non- 
veg curries with choice herbs, the secret to the 
intoxicating flavour of Indian cuisine. $ 
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Continental Treat (10560-82 Ave., 433- 
7432) Enjoy excellent European cuisine in an 
elegant yet comfortable atmosphere. Non- 
smoking. $$ 


Madisons Grill (Union Bank Inn, 10053 
Jasper Ave., 423-3600) Unique historical build- 
ing: upscale regional cuisine with a European 
influence. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Restaurant Moskow (104, 14315-118 Ave., 
455-7677) Try Russian dishes like borsh and 
meat dumplings in the warm atmosphere and 
listen to Russian music. Non-smoking. Lunch 
$. Dinner $$. 


The Russian Tearoom (10312 Jasper Ave., 
426-0000) Romantic quiet restaurant in the 
heart of downtown. Best cheesecake in town. 
European and Ukrainian cuisine. Palm readings 
daily. Non-smoking. $$-$$$ 





Café Amandine (8523-91 St., 465-1919) 
Fine French cuisine. Entertainment on Friday 
and Saturday. Non-smoking. $ 

The C wie (10220-103 St., 420-6656) 
Award-winning Edmonton institution without 
haute price. Non-smoking. $ 

La Boheme (6427-112 Ave., 474-5693) A 
rare establishment where the alchemy of the 
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surroundings, food, drink and service combine 
to create something approaching the art of liv- 
ing well, $$$ 


Three Muskateers (10416 - 82 Ave, 437- 
4239) Come and try our traditional French cui- 
sine at an affordable price in a unique setting. 
Patio now open. Non-smoking. $$ 


Normands (116394 Jasper Ave., 482-2600) 
Whether you're craving a wild mushroom soup 
or have an ee for wild game, we can fill 
your needs. It’s a country-French fare with an 


Alberta accent. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 






Grub Med Ristorante (17 Fairway Dr., 119 
St. & 37 Ave.) Edmonton's finest Greek restau- 
rant. Open for dinner at 5 p.m. $$-5$$ 


It’s all Greek to me (10127-100A St., Rice 
Howard Way, 425-2073) Delicious spanakopita 
with fine Greek wines. Beautiful Greek atmos- 
phere. Smoking. $$ 


Koutouki Taverna (10704-124 St., next to 
Roxy Theatre, 452-5383) The most authentic 
Greek food in Edmonton, prepared by the 
original Yianni himself. Smoking. $$ 


Symposium on Whyte (10439-82 Ave., 
2nd Foor 433-7912) Innovative Greek cui- 
sine in a beautiful open Seton overlooking 
Whyte Ave. Non-smoking. $-$5 


Sytaki Greek Island Restaurant (16313- 
111 Ave., 484-2473) Visit the Greek Islands in 
Edmonton. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Yiannis Taverna Restaurant (10444-82 
Ave., 433-6768) Authentic Greek food, belly 
dancing, and the friendly staff create a fun and 
jon-smoking. $$ 


boisterous atmosphere. 
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Cellli’s (10338-109 St., 426-5555) A great 
variety of pub food and drinks. Smoking. $-S$ 


The Druid (11606 jasper Ave., 454-9928) The 
best pub food, drinks and Industry night in 
Edmonton. Features authentic Irish entrees and 
daily lunch specials. Smoking. $-$$ 


O’Byrne's Irish Pub (10616-Whyte Ave. 414- 
6766) We serve a variety of pub food, all hand- 
made with care and pride. From our homemade 
fish ‘n’ chips to our near famous Irish breakfast. 
Our menu changes daily, so please come in and 
indulge in the experience. Smoking. $-$$ 








Bruno's Italian Restaurant (9914-89 Ave., 
433-8161) Quiet, one of Edmonton’s best kept 
secrets. Smoking. $$ 


Chianti (10501-82 Ave., 439-8729) Boticelli 
paintings serve as a nice backdrop in establish- 
ment offering the best pasta selections in town. $$ 


Flore Cantina Italiana (8715-109 St., 439- 
8466) Good, affordable, restaurant off cam- 
pus. Non-smoking. $ 


Frank's Place-Pacific Fish (10020-101 A 
Ave., 422-0282) Situated half a block from 
Churchill Square and summer festival fun. An 
extensive Italian and seafood menu and 
friendly efficient service ensure a return visit. 
Smoking. $ -$$$ 


Giovanni's Restaurant (10130-107 St., 426- 
2021) Delicious cuisine for a song, featuring 
Giovanni himself when he breaks into a heart- 
stopping aria, $$ 


Ml Portico (10012-107 St., 424-0707) Trendy 
downtown restaurant with fresh imaginative 
dishes. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Italian Kitchen Restaurant (69 Ave., 178 St., 
Callingwood Mall, 489-5619) Relaxing Italian 
dining. From pastas such as fettuccine alfredo to 
dishes such as steak Diane. Non-smoking.$$ 


Italix Ristorante Italiano (512 St. Albert 
Trail, St. Albert, 459-8090) Delicious, home- 
made Italian food $$ 


Pa 's (4702-118 Ave., 471-5749) A fine Italian 
family restaurant. Non-smoking. $$ 


Sorrentino’s (10844-95 St., 425-0960) In the 
heart of Little Italy, serves delicious authentic 
Italian fare. Non-smoking. $$ 


Sorrentino’s te Avenue (10612-82 Ave,, 
Varscona Hotel, 474-9860) Authentic Italian cook- 
ing. Tantalizing appetizers, pizzas, calzones, pasta, 
sandwiches and entrees, Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


The Old ppoguettl Factory (10220-103 St., 
422-6088) Heaping plates of spaghetti served 
with their patented thick, tasty sauce, Non- 
smoking, $$ 


That‘s Aroma (11010-101 St,, 425-7335) The 
garlic specialists, offering fine Italian cuisine. $$ 


Tin Pan Alley Pasta House & Winery 
(4804 Calgary Trail South, 702-2060) Pasta by 
day, party by night! Edmonton’s hottest new 
restaurant for delicious and affordable pasta. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Tony Roma’s (11730 jasper Ave., 488-1971) 
Great barbecue chicken and ribs with lots of 
food on your plate. Non-smoking. $$ 


Zenari's on 1st (10117-101 St., 425-6151) 
Enjoy eclectic Italian food in an intimate funky 
atmosphere. Dinner or drinks, featuring live 
jazz every weekend. Wheelchair accessible 
Non-smoking. $ 
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Grab-a-bite (10351 Whyte Ave, 433-6336) 
The perfect spot for either a quick bite or an 
evening of dining. A varied selection of 
Chinese, Japanese and Vietnamese dishes. 
Non-smoking. $$ 

Furasato (10012-82 Ave., 439-1335) Cozy 
Restaurant featuring a choice selection of meals 
from the Land of the Rising Sun. Non-smoking. $$ 


Mikado (10350-109 St., 425-8096) The old- 
est Japanese restaurant in Edmonton for a 
good reason. Non-smoking. $ 





Valparaiso Latin Canadian Club (10816-95 
St., 425-5338) Great Latino food! Great Latino 
music! Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 
7 PM, Sunday at 3 PM. Free Tango lessons on 

Thursdays. $ 








Parkallen Restaurant (7018-109 St., 436- 
8080) Multiple-award winning restaurant and 
menu, Authentic Lebanese cuisine offered in 
an elegant atmosphere. Large extensive wine 
list with rare Lebanese and French classics. 


Reservations recommended. $$-$$$ 





Julio”s Barrio (10450-82 Ave., 431-0774) 
Hearty dishes in a trendy neighbourhood, per- 
fect for your next fiesta, Non-smoking. $ 


Senor Frog's (10045-109 St.,) Good food in 


a party mood! Restaurant bar and grill. 
Innovative Mexican cuisine. § 
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Alain Patisserie (9925-82 Ave., 988-9312) 
Quality french breads and pastries. Also serv- 
ing sandwiches, quiches and specialty coffee 
Non-smoking. $ 
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Pizza - Edmonton journal Summer Reader 3 a 
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Park Lounge & Sports Bar (Franklin's Inn, 
2016 Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park. 467- 
1234) “More than worth the trip.” Sherwood 
Park’s best pizza for over 15 years. 
Unbelievable daily specials to complement our 
full menu! $-$$ 


Parkallen Pizza (8424-109 St., 430-4777) 
Multiple-award winning. Same owner/operator 
since 1986. Serving up Edmonton’s finest 
pizza, Lebanese salad and donairs. $-$$ 


Pharos Pizza (8708-109 St., 433-5205) 
World famous pizza since 1970, Made with 
fresh ingredients and no preservatives. Try our 
Popeye, it’s our speciality. We also offer small 
dishes for individuals. Non-smoking. $ 
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Brewsters (11620-104 Ave., 482-4677) 
Extensive menu selection. 14 different types of 


beer brewed on site. Brewery tours available. 
Smoking. $$ 


Elephant & Castle (3 locations: 103 St. & 
Whyte Ave.; Eaton Centre-3rd Level; West 
Edmonton Mall near Entrance #8) Your comfort 
spot, with a great selection of British 
favourites—appetizers, burgers, salads and of 
course the finest British and Canadian beer and 
single-malt scotch. Smoking in the lounge. $ 


rerasat Bar (16615-109 Ave, Mayfield Inn & 
Suites Hotel) Comfortable, cozy after-hours 
entertainment. ‘60s-’80s music at its very best 
Thur-Sat evenings. $ 


Yabbo's Boneyard/ The Library (11 113-87 
Ave., 439-4981) Our specialty is Saturday and 
Sunday brunch. We're open for lunch, dinner and 
after work, to unwind and have fun. Smoking-$ 


Martini’s Bar & Grill (9910-109 St., 424- 
7219) Enjoy our 25+ custom martinis, 15+ sin- 
gle-malt scotch collection, evening steak sand- 
wich specials and selection of craft beers all in 
an environment conducive to relaxation! Non- 
smoking restaurant. $-$$ 


Nathan's Pub & Grill (8930 Jasper Ave., 421- 
4446) Great food, large servings and value for 
your money. Smoking. $ 


Nicholby’s (11066-156 St., 448-2255) Great, 
eclectic pub fare. Sandwiches, wings, appetizers.$ 


Pub Paradise Sports Bar (4225-118 Ave., 
471-3526) Edmonton’s only carribean and con- 
tinental sports bar. Featuring 11 flavours of 
wings and the best jerk chicken in the city, Daily 
specials. Sun,Mon: WWF Wrestling Nite; Wed: 
karaoke; Fri: Carribean Night; Sat: Party Nite. $ 


Red Fox Pub (7230 Argyll Road, 465-7931) 
Our comfortable pub offers darts, pool tables 
coupled with a cozy fireplace in a relaxin 
setting. Sunday we offer happy hour all day, 
plus free pool. Non-smoking restaurant, 
smoking in the pub. $ 


The Sherlock Holmes Pubs (10012-101A Ave., 
8770-170 St, 10341-82 Ave., 5004-98 Ave.) For 
a taste of egos old times, come on in and try 
our British and continental menu. Recently revised 
with nearly 20 new dishes, we'll have something 
to tempt your tastebuds! Try a vegetarian que- 


Awarded Certificate of Authenticity 
by Royal Thai Government 


Fully Licensed 
Closed Mondays 
Reservations Recommende 


10% Discount with this ad 
Tuesday to Thursday 


rr : Sa * 
102 Ave. Entrance 
Edmonton Centre 





sadilla or Chicken Cordon Bleu sandwich, or if 
you're feeling a little British, you can’t go wrong 
with Steak ‘n’ Kidney Pie or our ultimate halibut 
& chips. Daily specials also offered. $-$$ 


The Windsor Bar & Grill (11702-87 Ave., 
EY, We are open for lunch and dinner 
and fun all the time. Pizza is our specialty. 
Prices & fun can’t be beat! Smoking. $ 


Compass Rose Café (6029 104 St., 486- 
4846) Our café offers a unique Canadian din- 
ing experience with a delicious and varied 
menu that includes seafood, beef, chicken and 
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bison entreés. $$ 


Lighthouse Café (7331-104 St., 433-0091; 
5506 Tudor Glen Mkt, 460-2222) Our chefs pre- 
pare the freshest seafood in town. Lunch and 
dinner seven days a week. Patio, licensed. $$ 


can ee ares 
La Tapa-Restaurante & Tapa Bar (10523- 
99 Ave., 424-8272) The only Tapa bar in 
Edmonton! Delicious cuisine from Spain in a 
casual atmosphere. Specializing in Paella and 
Sangria, 24 Tapas available. Great menu. The 
only place to go for a taste of Spain. Smoking 
in the basement lounge. $$ 
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10616 - 82 Avenve + 414-6766 | 
EDMONTON’S AUTHENTIC IRISH PUB 


north of the legislative buildings, this contempo- 
rary restaurant specializes in rta beef and 
seafood. Other choices include pasta dishes, lamb, 
buffalo, veal and fresh fish. The wine list offers a 
fine selection of wines by the glass or bottle. $$$ 


: = pee 
Yeoman’s (10030-107 St., 423-1511) The 
tereee steakhouse. Smoking in the lounge. 
$5-$55 


Hy’s (10013-101A Ave., 424-4444) Great steaks 
in a great atmosphere. Non-smoking. $$-$$$ 


BanThai (15726-100 Ave., 444-9345) Awarded 
Certificate of authenticity by the Royal Thai 
Government with an atmosphere to match. 
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Non-smoking. $$ to make, Non-smoking. $ 
Bua Thai Restaurant (10049-113 St., 482- 
2277) Thailand's distinct authentic cuisine of 
the new stylish restaurant in downtown 
Edmonton. $$$ 


The King and 1 (8208-107 St., 433-2222) 
The King is back! AnaAtg selection of dishes- 
spicy and flavourful. Good enough for the 
Rolling Stones. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Krua Wilai Thai Restaurant (Sterling Pl., 
9940-106 St., 424-8303) Our cooks from 
Bangkok offer you the best and most authentic 
Thai food in Edmonton. Vegetarian menu 
available. Smoking. $$ 


Max's Light Cuisine (7809-104 St, 432-6241) 
Great vegetarian dishes including delicious vegan 
entreés and desserts. $ 


Bach Dang (7908-104 St., 448-0288) 
Vietnamese Noodle House. Non-smoking. $ 


Oriental Noodle House (10718-101 St., 
448-5068) Authentic Vietnamese food in a 
family-oriented environment. $ 


Pyrogy House (1 2510-118 St., 454-7880) 
Pyrogies and cabbage rolls-just like Baba used 


* o minimum charge 
will apply 
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3,689,471,240 combinations* 
One box. What's in your 4-Pak? 


Choose from a 9" 2-Topper Super Pan Pizza, a 9" 2-Topper 
Traditional Pan Pizza, an 8-Piece Golden Crispy Wing Meal, 
an 8-Piece Screamin’ Hot Wing Meal, and a 9" Giant 
Chocolate Chip Cookie. Pick 4 and put them in your 4-Pak. 


$2 99 


Pick-up price. Delivery & G.S.T. extra. 


* We asked a really smart math guy how many 
different 4-Paks you can order with 17 toppings, 2 
different crusts, 2 different sauces, 2 different types 
of wings and a cookie. He told us 3,689,471,240 
and we believe him. if you come up with a different 
answer, feel free to fax Dave at (403) 264-2705 with 
the equation you used. We apologize in advance if 
this number is a little off, but the fact is,we're really 
good at pizza but not that good at math. The math 
guy is good at math, so we trust him. 


~473-73°73 


16 locations In Edmonton, St Albert, Sherwood Park, Spruce Grove 


PUB YS 


Better Meal. Better Deal. 
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Goodbye summer: year-round schooling 


Is Summer vacation 
becoming a thing 
of the past? 





hile most students 
around the country are 
eagerly awaiting June 29 


and the beginning of a long, hot 
summer vacation, a 
growing number of 
schools are choos- 
ing to reject the 
traditional September- 
to-June academic grind in favour 
of a year-round school calendar. 
This push for year-round schooling 
is being driven by changes in our 
society that make flexibility and 
promises of higher productivity an 
attractive alternative to the regi- 
mented schedule of traditional 
school calendars. 

The concept of year-round 
schooling is not a new one; in fact, 
it’s been in existence since the early 
1900s. But with school districts 
looking for more efficient ways to 
use resources and parents hoping to 
improve their children’s chances at 
competing successfully in our 
increasingly technological work- 
force, this type of schooling is expe- 
riencing a resurgence. Year-round 
schools claim to be able to make 
both things possible simply by sub- 






education 


scribing to a more continuous 
learning cycle. Classes are held on a 
more balanced schedule, with 
shorter, more frequent breaks 
spread out across the 12 months of 
the entire year. 

There are two basic types of 
year-round schooling schedules: 
single-track and multi-track calen- 
dars. The single-track calendar has 
all the students in the school on the 
same instructional 
schedule with 
rescheduled, short- 
er vacation periods. 
These breaks can be 
used either as holidays or to take 
enrichment courses called “interses- 
sions.” Multi-track calendars are 
used in areas where schools need to 
alleviate overcrowding by dividing 
students and their teachers into 
groups and assigning them sched- 
ules that allow one group to attend 
school while the other is on holi- 
day. In this way, the school build- 
ings get used constantly and new 
buildings do not have to be built to 
accommodate population growth in 
particular districts. 

Proponents of year-round 
schooling cite a wide variety of rea- 
sons for choosing this approach to 
scheduling class time. The first 
argument for YRS is usually the 
belief that shortening vacation 
times allows students to be more 
productive since they do not have 





to spend the month of September 
reviewing lost knowledge from the 
previous year. Another supposed 
benefit is that by having more reg- 
ular holiday periods, students have 
time to regenerate between school- 
ing periods and keep their interest 
level high. YRS also gives high 
school students with aspirations of 
post-secondary education the 
opportunity to take additional 
courses during intersessions. Even 
vocational students can benefit 
from flexible schedules that allow 
them to more easily find and keep 
work-experience jobs while com- 
pleting their classroom studies. 
Many teachers are also big propo- 
nents of YRS, as it allows them 
more opportunity to further their 
own learning, increased time for 
planning and development and 
extra hours to cover material stu- 
dents are finding difficult. In addi- 


tion, parents who have jobs that 
make it a challenge to take holi- 
days in the summer months will 
argue that year-round schooling 
gives them the flexibility to harmo- 
nize their schedules with those of 
their children 

Of course, not everyone is 
thrilled with the prospect of a 
change from the traditional school 
schedule. Opponents to year-round 
schooling argue that the focus of 
this system is focussed too heavily 
on academics and that children 
need their summer breaks to take 
part in activities such as camps and 
non-school-related sports or activi- 
ties. They maintain that children 
need the opportunity to acquire 
self-confidence and leadership 
skills outside of the classroom envi- 
ronment and a way to uncover tal- 
ents and interests that may not be 
explored within the confines of the 


school system. Other concerns 
about year-round schooling involve 
the availability of childcare for 
working parents, the desire of some 
students to be on the same vaca- 
tion schedule as their peers, the 
cost of keeping schools open in the 
summer months and the need for 
down time in order to do mainte- 
nance on the buildings 

Those who have jumped on 
the YRS bandwagon, however, see 
these objections as easily sur- 
mountable and insist that the ben- 
efits far outweigh any possible 
negatives. Certainly the promise of 
better-motivated students, higher 
productivity, fewer discipline 
problems and reduced teacher 
burnout cannot be dismissed too 
easily, though for those students 
waiting for the final bell on Friday, 
the whole idea will probably be a 
difficult sell. © 


Over 300 employment 
opportunities available 


We have employment opportunities for PCA’s, 
LPN's, RN's, Housekeeping, Laundry, Therapists 
and Food Services as well as many other 
health related occupations. 


"BECOME AWARE. PARTICIPATE 
Get involved in this rewarding industry 


For employment opportunities check out 
our website: www.longtermcare.ab.ca 
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VICTORIA MOTION PICTURE SCHOOL 
FILMMAKING & ACTING PROGRAMS 


CALL TOLL FREE: 1 888 522 FILM yet 
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WWW.VICFILM.COM (Gott 
VICTORIA BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Hire A Student Week Higher Success. Hire A Student. 
July 3-6, 2001 Beat the summer heat with a cool summer job!! 


_ Call Us!!! 495-2070 
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Band still defies 
music industry 
rules, both in and 
out of the studio 





mates want you to know some- 

thing; their upcoming show in 
Edmonton is not about promoting 
some brand-new disc. It’s not about 
creating a publicity stir. They won’t 
be using the show as a platform to 
sell sneakers, beer or soft drinks. For 
over a decade, Fugazi has simply 
been about making music and 
allowing their fans the opportunity 
to enjoy that music. 

For that purpose, the band does 
not solicit interviews (Vue solicited 
the band) and does not make 
videos. All of Fugazi's efforts have 
been put out by Dischord, a label 
co-owned by McKaye, and the band 
members (guitarist/vocalist Guy Pic- 
ciotto, drummer Brendan Canty 
and bassist Joe Lally) enforce the 
rule that promoters must make 
their shows affordable and all-ages, 
so that none of their fans will be 
excluded from the experience of 
seeing the band. 

“When a company comes to 
you, they aren’t really sponsoring 
you,” says McKaye. “They're really 
buying ad space on your shirts and 
on your backdrop. They aren’t pre- 
senting you; you are presenting 
them. I don’t wear shirts with 
logos on them. Take a look at the 
job Sprite has done reinventing 
itself as the drink of all the hip- 


|: McKaye and his Fugazi band- 
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hop kids. As a band, we’ve never 
really protested against that, but 
we've always eschewed it and stat- 
ed that we’re not interested in 
being part of that. And with the 
way things are going, the contrast 
gets brighter and brighter.” 

It's not just the current trend of 
sponsoring bands that irks McKaye; 
it’s the way sponsorship has crept 
into the world of sports, where pretty 
well every arena is filled with ads and 
are named for corporate partners. 
McKaye bristles at the names of 
FedEx Field and the MCI Center in 
his Washington, D.C. home. “It’s 
some of the most insidious, pervasive 
stuff ever generated,” he says flatly. 

Don’t take his comments the 
wrong way; McKaye comes off as 
anything but a bitter punk rocker. 
He simply states that he’s a guy who 
plays in a band—a band that would 
prefer to remain outside the circle of 
sponsorship and hype that now 
dominates the music industry, 
which is dominated in turn by 
labels that are part of larger multi- 
national corporations. That attitude 
has been prevalent throughout 
Fugazi’s over-a-decade-long career, 
one that has spanned seven albums 
with an eighth, The Argument, set 
for release in September. 


Fugazi collectors’ cups a 
no-go 


“T'd say look at us like you would 
look at a restaurant,” McKaye says. 
“We're like a small-but-popular 
restaurant known for serving home- 
made food that’s reasonably good for 
you. And on our block pops up 
dozens of fast food chains that try 
and serve 10 times as many people as 


we can. The difference between us 
and the music industry as a whole is 
like comparing McDonald's to a 
whole-food restaurant. We're totally 
different in everything but for the 
fact that we both serve food. So for 
most of the music industry, I don’t 
really feel very connected to it. The 
fast food chains try to serve'as many 
people as possible—but they do leave 
a lot more garbage on the street.” 
McKaye’s no-promotion attitude 
comes across most clearly when he's 
asked about the new release. It’s 
obvious he’d rather not talk about it 
and let the band’s fans find out what 
it’s about when it comes out. And 
while Fugazi will be playing some of 
those new songs when they hit 


Edmonton, the show is not designed 
to steer fans to the new record. 
That's definitely not the band’s style. 

“As a band we have three func- 
tions,” says McKaye. “We write 
songs, we make records and we play 
shows. We see each of those as an 
end, and you can’t interchange any 
of them.... When we tour, we don’t 
use a set list. So we have to get 
together two weeks before and go 
through our entire catalogue, which 
is at about 100 songs now. With the 
newer songs [from The Argumenty, I'll 
expect that we play them, but we'll 
play them in a way that they're part 
of the show. We won't highlight 
them or we won't shadow them; 
they'll simply become part of our 
repertoire. I don’t know if [touring 
to promote records] is dishonest— 


it’s a different way of doing things— 


but I do think it is a strange thing to 
only play live when you put a record 
out. I hate to see that happen to 
something that’s supposed to be as 
free-spirited as music—that the 


_ Scheduling of performances is dictat- 


ed by the music industry solely for 
promotional purposes. Fuck promo- 
tion. We don’t solicit interviews. We 
don’t do videos. If people want to 
interview us, that’s fine, but they 
have to approach us.” 


Everything’s mmmmkay 
with McKaye 


Even with the band’s bare-bones 
approach to touring, their shows are 
big-time events in the punk/hard- 
core scene. When rumours of 
Fugazi’s Edmonton show hit the 
street, they generated the biggest 
buzz for a medium-size venue show 
since Social Distortion came to town 
a few years back. 

“I'd say that we’ve been blessed 
because we've been able to play and 
we have people willing to come and 
see us,” says McKaye. “And it’s 
funny that there are some places we 
haven’t got to in years and the peo- 
ple are still excited about seeing us 
coming. And that’s really funny, 
because when we're writing songs or 
thinking about our music, I don’t 
think we're trying to write what we 
think those people want to hear.” 

Of course, Fugazi's attitude 
about these things aren't shared by 
99.9 per cent of the music industry. 
It doesn’t matter, for instance, if 
Interscope is paying radio stations 
to promote Limp Bizkit (which it’s 
done in the past), booting under- 
ground artists and then refusing to 
give them the rights back to their 
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records or suing Internet file-sharing 
sites. This is the era of over-the-top 
promotion, and McKaye is worried 
that the trend has now been adopt- 
ed by political parties as well. 
“[Record labels] really aren’t trying 
to put a pretty face on anything 
anymore,” says McKaye. “And that’s’ 
beef picked up by the politicians. 
For example, in Washington there 
was a push by the U.S. Congress to 
rename the airport the Ronald Rea- 
gan National Airport. The people of 
Washington said, ‘No, we do not 
want it.’ The people in Maryland 
said no. And Congress said, ‘Fine, 
we'll do it anyway.’” 


You stepped out of a 
dream 


But McKaye realizes that the labels, 
their mega-mergers and their buy- 
outs are all part of the new Ameri-” 
can dream—a dream not to found a 
business with the goal of making it 
grow, but of getting the business far 
enough along to increase its market 
value. “I never realized that the new 
U.S. model for the economy was to 
simply find a way to make a busi- 
ness profitable and then to sell it,” 
McKaye remarks. “What happened 
to the baker who got into the busi- 
ness because he thought he could 
do it well and make a living at it?” 

Well, McKaye and his band-_ 
mates will continue to pursue their 
own version of the American | 
Dream—one where they can make 
the music they love and continue 
their honest relationship with their 
fans. So far, so good. © 
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Yellow, Belly zap suckers 


Sleave and Fatman’s Belly ° 
IndieBlast ¢ Urban Lounge ° Thu, 
June 28 Sleave are pretty pleased with 
the how the IndieBlast showcase has 
helped their career. Along with mount- 
ing shows the last Thursday of every 
month, the IndieBlast promotion team 
is also putting out a compilation disc 
of tunes from up-and-coming bands. 
Sleave was one of only two western 
Canadian bands picked to appear on 
the album—“Bunk,” from their first 
disc, Chrome Yellow, made the cut. 

The band's inclusion on the disc 
has opened a few doors already, says 
drummer Grant James: “For instance, 
in Toronto, we pretty much have an in 
at the Horseshoe [one of the many 
clubs across Canada involved in the 
promotion]. It’s good to get enough 
recognition to get into a club like that 
without having to grind the streets of 
T.O.... This is definitely helping us get 
into rooms we couldn’t get into 
before. And with IndieBlast and other 
opportunities to play, we're starting to 





showcase our new songs.” 

Sleave (James plus bandmates 
Lane Allen, Kirk Haakansen, Dustin 
Froggatt) is about halfway finished 
recording the follow-up to Chrome Yel- 
low, which is already into its second 
printing, and James intimates that a 
distribution deal is right around the 
corner, although he can’t be specific. 
The new CD should be released by 
summer's end with a fall tour to follow. 

Fatman’s Belly is the other band 
on the IndieBlast bill—but that gig is 
not the most prestigious one in the 
band’s near future. By making a few 
well-placed phone calls, the Edmon- 
ton group landed a coveted berth on 
the Warped Tour’s July 5 stopover in 
Calgary. 

“We've had a lot of phone calls 
and interviews from publications 
south of the border because of the 
Warped Tour,” says guitarist Jamie 
Kovesy. The band had to provide 50 
press kits so that organizers could 
spread the word. According to Kovesy, 
the band is particularly excited at the 
prospect of meeting 311—"If there 
wasn’t a 311,” says Kovesy, “then 
there wouldn’t be a Fatman’s Belly. 
They've influenced us so much.” 

After the Warped Tour, the band 
will seclude themselves inside Home- 
stead Studios for three weeks in July to 
record their much-awaited full-length 
CD, which should be out by Septem- 
ber. “We're really excited about that,” 
says Kovesy. “A lot of new tunes, a lot 
of really cool stuff, and we're itching 
to get it out.” 





Fronting the band these days is for- 
mer guitarist Jesse Thom. The band 
looked at a number of people, heard 
loads of demos and even went down 
to the City of Angels to check out a 
possible lead singer. “When Jesse first 
applied to play guitar with us,” Kovesy 
says, “he gave a four-song tape where 
he had played everything—bass, 
drums, guitars and singing—and | 
popped that tape in and it was ‘What 
the hell are we doing? Jesse is so much 
better than all those demos we've been 
listening to.’ Having Jesse come up to 
the front is so cool and going back to a 
five-piece, it’s such a close unit now.” 

When asked why he didn’t start 
singing again (those of you who've 
watched Fatman’s Belly from the early 
days know that Kovesy started out as 
the lead singer), all he does is laugh 
and add, “No comment.” 


Static speaks louder than 
words 


Nevertheless/Change Methodical 
¢ Stars ¢ Fri, June 29 Leith Brown- 
ridge admits that it’s difficult to get a 
political message out when you're a 
purely instrumental band. “If you just 
hear the music itself, you can get some 
sort of emotion out of it,” the Never- 
theless bassist says, “but not any real 
political ideas per se.” Brownridge, 
whose political leanings are, shall we 
say, somewhat left-of-centre, says the 
band has other ways to make people 
aware of the social issues that matter to 
them. “Before a show,” he says, “we 


join television's 
very entertaining trio 


.. who's playing where and when this week 


Thabiaay 


June 28—Sparks and Fly at Capitol 
Hill Pub * Souled Out at Casino Yel- 
lowhead * Rick Tough at Ceili’s * Stu- 
art Crosley Duo at Chance * Charlie 
Austin at Coast Edmonton Plaza « 
Keg Muskafa at Druid * Dave Bab- 
Quartet al Earl's Tin Palace * 

Jeremiah McDade Trio at Elephant 
and Castle (Whyte Ave) * Don Bern- 
er Trio at Four Rooms Restaurant * 
The Joes at Horseshu Cocktail Club 
New Cat Yellow at King’s Knight Pub 
* Sherman Rowe at Lion’s Head Pub 

 ;Bomba! at Mezza Luna * Lost 
Action Heroes, Brody at New City 
Likwid Lounge * Northwest Passage 
at O’Byme’s * Anna Beaumont at 
Overtime Jason Cairns, Brett Miles 
at Remedy * The Brewkowskis, Kid 
Apprehensive, Nice Guy at Rev * 

ebbie Boodram at Rivo * Dwayne 
Allen at Sherlock Holmes Capilano * 
Tim Becker at Sherlock Holmes 
Downtown ¢ Chuck Belhumeur at 
Sherlock Holmes on Whyte * Tony 
Dizon at Sherlock Holmes WEM ¢ Los 
Mocosos at Sidetrack Café « Molly 
Johnson Group, Susie Arioli Swing 
Band at Tin Parr Alley ® Sleave, Fat- 
man’s Belly at Urban Lounge * Sex 
Mob at Yardbird Suite 


Friday 


June 29—Rimshot at Century Grill © 
Blind Master Poe at Atlantic Trap 
and Gill * Paul Shihadeh Trio at Bac- 
carat Casino * Uday Ramdas, Terry 
McDade, Shannon Johnson, jere- 
miah McDade, Dave Merriman, 
Confluence at Bo Diddley’s Pub and 
Grill * Hans Stamer Band at Capitol 
Hill Pub * Rare Occasion at Casino 
Edmonton * Souled Out at Casino 
Yellowhead ¢ Rick Tough at Ceili’s * 
Dawn Chubai at Chance * Torben 
Holm-Pedersen at Coast Edmonton 
Plaza * Rollanda Lee and the 


Dixieland Allstars at Doucette’s * 
Swing Manouche with Ben Sures at 
Elephant and Castle (Whyte Ave) * 
Stone Merchants at Expressionz 
Café ¢ Lionel Rault at Fatboyz * 
Alterations Trio at Four Rooms 
Restaurant * Mr. Lucky at Grinder « 
The Joes at Horseshu Cocktail Club « 
Bootzkiss at |.|.’s Pub * Side Show 
Bob at King’s Knight Pub * Sherman 
Rowe at Lion’s Head Pub * Lori Cole, 
Cornerstone at Longriders Saloon * 
Los Caminantes at Mezza Luna * 
Chicken Snails Roadshow, Upshot 
at New City Likwid Lounge * Galen 
Noland at Nina's Restaurant * Meat- 
bags at O’Byrne’s * Jason Cairns, 
Brett Miles at Remedy ¢ Like Hell, 
Speedealer, Texas Blood Money at 
Rev * D’Arcy Greaves Trio at Rivo * 
The Sleep at Rock Central Station * 
Dark Horse at Rumours Pub * 
Dwayne Allen at Sherlock Holmes 
Capilano © Tim Becker at Sherlock 
Holmes Downtown ¢ Duff Robison 
at Sherlock Holmes on Whyte * Tony 
Dizon at Sherlock Holmes WEM * 
Soulive at Sidetrack Café * Gaea 
Brant at Sorrentino’s (Downtown) * 
Nevertheless, Change Methodical, 
Compromise at Stars ¢ Kris 
Demeanor, Chantal Vitalis at Sugar- 
bowl Café * Tanyss Nixi, Kevin 
McGrath at Tim’s Grill * Kennedy 
Jenson Quintet, Tanya 
Kalmanovitch Trio at Tin Pan Alley * 
100 Watt Bulb at Urban Lounge * 
John Hammond, The Blind Boys of 
Alabama at Winspear Centre * Chris 
Potter Quartet at Yardbird Suite * 
Don Berner Trio at Zenari’s on 1st 


Saturday 


June 30—Blind Master Poe at 
Atlantic Trap and Gill * Paul Shi- 
hadeh Trio at Baccarat Casino « 
Hans Stamer Band at Capitol Hill 
Pub * Rare Occasion at Casino 
Edmonton * Souled Out at Casino 


Yellowhead * Rick Tough at Ceili’s * 
Rimshot at Century Grill * Dawn 
Chubai at Chance ® Harley 
Symington at Coast Edmonton 
Plaza * Lionel Rault at Fatboyz * 
Brett Miles Trio at Four Rooms 
Restaurant ¢ Mr. Lucky at Grinder * 
Bootzkiss at }.|.’s Pub * Side Show 
Bob at King’s Knight Pub * Sher- 
man Rowe at Lion's Head Pub * 
Lori Cole, Cornerstone at Longrid- 
ers Saloon * Los Caminantes at 
Mezza Luna ® Hi-Phonigs, Down 
Gravity Collective at New City Lik- 
wid Lounge * Galen Noland at 
Nina's Restaurant * Matthew Good 
Band, Big Wreck, Treble Charger, 
Gob, Copyright, Live on Release 
at Northlands Park # Meatbags at 
O'Byrne’s * Anna Beaumont, Jim 
Head at Remedy * Maureane 
O'Shaughnessy at Rivo * The 
Sleep at Rock Central Station * 
Dark Horse at Rumours Pub * 
Dwayne Allen at Sherlock Holmes 
Capilano ¢ Tim Becker at Sherlock 
Holmes Downtown ¢ Duff Robison 
at Sherlock Holmes on Whyte © 
Tony Dizon at Sherlock Holmes 
WEM ® Soulive at Sidetrack Café * 
Gaea Brant at Sorrentino’s (Down- 
town) ¢ Downway, The Johnsons, 
Darryl’s Grocery Bag at Stars * 
Chery! Fisher Quintet, John 
Stanell Trio at Tin Pan Alley * 100 
Watt Bulb at Urban Lounge * Jessi- 
ca Williams at Yardbird Suite 


Sunday 

July 1—Stone Merchants at Blues 
on a * Rusty Reed at Capitol 
Hill Pub * Colin James, Wide 


Mouth Mason, The Great Esc 
at Legislature Grounds Bandshell « 
Los Caminantes at Mezza Luna * 
Natalie Czar, Andrew Gummer, 
Melissa Majeau, Chris Weeoer 


Brian Gregg, Kevin Smith, Devin 
McGrath, Andrea House, Jan Ran- 


dall, Chris Smith, Gary Kol- 
liger, The Stone Merchants, 
aneah, Paul Morgan Donald, 
Jonny Nordstrom, The New Old 
Boys at Queen Alexandra Park © 
King Muskafa, Illusions, Flannel 
Jimmy at Royal Glenora Club © 
Souled Out at Sidetrack Café * Tar 
Baby at Urban Lounge 


Monday 


July 2—Todd vee at Lion's 
Head Pub * Tony Dizon at Sherlock 
Holmes WEM » King Ring Nancy at 
Sidetrack Café 


Tuesday 


July 3—Laurie Accordion Orchestra 
at Grant MacEwan Park * Todd 
Reynolds at Lion’s Head Pub * Tim 
Becker at Sherlock Holmes Downtown 
* Tony Dizon at Sherlock Holmes 
WEM * Syndicate at Sidetrack Café 


Wednesday 


July 4—Betty McDaniel, Rob 
Lamothe, Lisa Winn at Festival Place 
© Todd Reynolds at Lion’s Head Pub 
* Tim Becker at Sherlock Holmes 
Downtown * Dave Hiebert at Sher- 
lock Holmes on Whyte * Tony Dizon 
at Sherlock Holmes WEM ¢ Illusions 
at Sidetrack Café ¢ Woodabeen, 
Exit 303 at Urban Lounge 


Thursday 


hy saa lyst at Casino Yellowhead 
ators ait 's Pub * Todd 

at Lion’s Head Pub ¢ Derek 
Sigurdson at Sherlock Holmes cap 
lano * Tim Becker at Sherlock 
Downtown * Dave Hiebert at Sherlock 
Holmes on Whyte ¢ Tony Dizon at 
Ridge, Betty MeDanel 

McDaniel at Sidetrack 

tae iy luge Ass at Urban Lounge 








sometimes run speeches over the P.A. 
to set a mood. If you check out our CD 
and the images you see, there are mes- 
sages there, And just by talking to us, 
we'd be glad to talk about any topic or 
issue that’s on anybody's mind.” 

But if you ask him how to describe 
the sound the band produces, he paus- 
es as he tries to find the right words. 
“We try to figure out a sound,” he 
eventually says, “but no one can com- 
pare us to any band, which | enjoy. We 
definitely have aspects of punk, hard- 
core, metal and anything you want to 
lump in there as well. We're lovers of 
music and that shows in what we play. 
What would | say? We're always trying 
to improve our music and ourselves, 
We're always trying to write better 
songs because we don’t want to get 
bored with ourselves.” 

Of course, Nevertheless, which 
also includes Shawn Jaggard on 
drums and Ed Trela on guitar, didn’t 
plan on becoming an instrumental 
band. The three friends met in high 
school, started jamming and writing 
songs with the intention of eventually 
lining up a singer. But after a few try- 
outs, nothing clicked. “People seem 
to appreciate an instrumental act,” 
Brownridge says, “and it makes us 
write better songs because we have 
to put more creative things in them 
to keep them interesting, not only for 
us, but the people listening to us.” 

Nevertheless is releasing its first 
official recording, a split CD called The 
Static Project, with their friends Change 
Methodical. A CD release party is set 
for Friday night at Stars. Both bands 
with be playing, as will special guests 
Compromise. It’s a no-minors show 
and there will be plenty of giveaways 
including two tickets to the Warped 
Tour in Calgary, a skateboard and 
plenty of T-shirts, discs and stickers. 

For more info on Nevertheless, 
check out their website at www.geoci- 
ties.com/ntlmusic. 


Crush groove 


Malefaction * Strathcona Legion 
Hall © Sat, June 30 The members of 
Malefaction have no illusions; they are 
never going to be big-time rock stars. 
Unless the music industry goes com- 
pletely insane, grindcore will never be 
huge. “Because we play the kind of 
music that we do, even if we have 
phenomenal success, at best we'll only 
be able to supplement our regular 
income,” says vocalist Travis Tomchuk. 

Still, the Winnipeg band (which 
also includes guitarist Clint Chiarella, 
drummer Cory Koss and bassist 
Michael Klassen) is happy grinding 
out a niche for themselves in Canada 
and the States. It also helps to be 
signed with one of Canada’s more 
Progressive record labels: G-7 Wel- 
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coming Committee (also home to 
the Weakerthans and Propagandhi). 

“We never had the opportunity 
to deal with a real label,” says Tom- 
chuk. The band was signed after G-7 
called up Malefaction one Sunday 
afternoon last February. “It was total- 
ly shocking,” Tomchuk says. “I had 
to sit down after that phone call. | 
never expected anything like that to 
happen to us, and then a year and 
half later, we had an end product.” 

Malefaction’s newest disc is 
called Crush the Dream, which may 
be only 27 minutes long, but that’s 
an improvement on their previous 
disc, 1998's 16-minute-long Man 
Grows Cold. The reviewers didn’t 
seem to mind its brevity though— 
one critic gushed that the band was 
“pasting a sick, mental image of 
society in general and the multiple 
wrongdoings of man today.... Male- 
faction [has unleashed] one of the 
most powerful and totally in-sync 
independent LPs ever heard.” 

Crush the Dream follows the same 
formula: 23 songs, averaging about a 
minute each. Why are their songs so 
short? “| don’t know,” replies Tom- 
chuk, “but they seem to take forever 
to actually be completed when we 
jam it out. If it’s an idea that moves 
me, I'll start writing about it immedi- 
ately. Sometimes | have ideas ready to 
go and sometimes it will be months 
when nothing happens. | experienced 
that a lot for Crush the Dream. | had 
some type of writer's block for a while 
and it’s good that Mike also writes 
lyrics to because it takes a lot of pres- 
sure off of me.” 


Clap hands, here comes 
Charlie 


The Magnificent Charlie ° Verti- 
go’s * Sun, July 1 If you're looking 
for a different sort of cover band, not 
one of the those jukebox types that 
plays the top-40 hits you hear on the 
radio all day, then check out The Mag- 
nificent Charlie at their special Canada 
Day show at Vertigo’s (on the corner 
of 109th and Jasper). 

“It’s all funky rock punk stuff,” 
says Charlie, the band spokesman. (All 
the members of the band go by the 
name of Charlie: Charlie on guitar, 
Charlie on drums, and so forth.) 
“We'll do punked-out versions of 
‘Brown Eyed Girl’ and then we do 
‘Light My Fire’ like Stevie Wonder. It’s 
all over the place.” 

Surprisingly, the response to the 
Magnificent Charlie in the Top 40 rooms 
across western Canada has been posi- 
tive. “Managers will look at our setlist 
and worry that there’s way too much 
old stuff and no really brand-new stuff,” 
says Charlie (the same Charlie from the 
first quote, in case you're wondering). 
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Jerusalem Rid g 


“But when we do our sets, we do really 
well. The stuff is really fresh, especially 
the way we do it. We are probably the 
only cover band that | know of who 
actually do a few Pixies covers. 

There will be a special Canada Day 
exhibition onstage at the show, but 
Charlie isn’t saying what it is, just that 
it involves the Canadian flag. Your 
imagination can take it from there. 


Ridge and famous 


Jerusalem Ridge « Sidetrack Cafe 
¢ Thu, July 5 Jerusalem Ridge bassist 
Keith Burgess is glad to play his home- 
town after such a long time away. “It’s 
been a while,” he says. “We're an 
Edmonton-based band but we tend 
not to play here very often.” Their 
absence from local stages hasn’t been 
for nought, however; they spent the 
Past spring recording an album with 
California dobro legend Leroy Mack, 
set to be released as Together. 

And it’s been 12 years since 
Jerusalem Ridge—Burgess, Craig Korth, 
Bill Lopushinsky and Byron Myhre—got 
together. Over the years, they’ve 
watched crowds interested in bluegrass 
steadily increase. Sure, that Coen 
Brothers movie soundtrack did a lot to 
pique people's interest, but Burgess 
insists that Edmonton has always been 
a hotbed for bluegrass. And he has a 
couple of theories about why bluegrass 
is attracting a wider audience. 

“AS you come into the genre of 
bluegrass,” he says, “you kind of inher- 
it the responsibility of spreading the 
word to people who don’t know about 
the music. It’s just built into the culture 
that fans of bluegrass want to turn 
other people onto it. And another 
thing is that it is just like skiffle music 
of the ‘50s—it’s really accessible and 
you don’t need to be a genius to play 
it. It’s cool, it’s very complex, but at 
the end of the day it’s primitive art.” 

It’s rare that Betty McDaniel returns 
to her hometown to play a show, so 
the June 5 Sidetrack show is even more 
special. She performed with Jerusalem 
Ridge at the Canadian Country Music 
Association's gospel extravaganza at 
the Winspear Centre, and the reports 
say it was a spectacular show. 
McDaniel performs in churches, con- 
certs, conferences, children’s events 
and festivals, including the National 
Arts Centre in Ottawa and also works 
as an inspirational speaker for retreats, 
workshops, banquets, women’s 
groups, churches and Christian organi- 
zations. Catch her quick before she 
moves onto her next engagement. © 
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EVERYDAY 
8101 . 103 STREET 


THE LOVE 


TRAIN 
SINGLES NIGHT 
EVERY 
WEDNESDAY 


DRINK SPECIALS 
TO LOOSEN 
THE LIBIDO 


EXTREME 
KARAOKE 


EVERY 
THURSDAY 


JOIN US FOR OUR 
CANADA 


DAY PARTY 
JuLy 1 
WITH DJ ALIX 


MONDAY 


HIGHBALLS $2.50 
MIKES LEMONADE $3.25 


WEDNESDAY 
GREAT SPECIALS 


THURSDAY 


mGD $3.00 
ALIZE DOUBLES $4.50 


FRIDAY 


BELLINIS $3.50 
SHOTS $3.25 


S.0.B SATURDAYS 


CORONA $3.50 
TEQUILA ROSA $3.25 


SUNDAY 
HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY 


EVERY DAY 
HAPPY HOUR 
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For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 


Deadline is 3pm Friday. 


Turn to "More Music" on page 22 
for San, listings. 





NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10161/57-112 Street, 413-4578. Part of 
Jazz City Festival. THU 28 pera vary: 


Lost Action Heroes, Brody. FRI 29 (9pm- 
1:30am): Chicken Snails Roadshow, 
Upshot. SAT 30 (9pm-1:30am): Hi- 
Phonigs, Down Gravity Collective. FRI 6: 
Assem| age Point, Mico, In Harms Way. 
SAT 7: Chevrolet Bar CD release, 
Gentleman Reg, Brian Toogood. 


REV 10030-102 Street, 424-2851. THU 
28 (9:30pm door): The Brewkowskis, Kid 

pprehensive, Nice Guy. FRI 29 
(8:30pm): Like Hell, Speedealer. Texas 
Blood Money. FRI 6: Loco. 


TIM’S GRILL 7106-109 St., 413-9606. 
FRI 29 (9:30pm): Tanyss Nixi and Kevin 
McGrath. No cover. 


BLUES AND ROOTS 


THE ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704 
Calgary Trail South, 432-4611. ¢Part of 
Jazz City Festival. THU 28 (9pm-1:30am): 

Open Mic hosted by Leona. FRI 29-SAT 
30 (9pm-1:30am): Blind Master Poe. 

SUN 1 (9pm-1:30am): Jam session hosted 
by Johnny Lamb: 


THE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425 
Whyte Avenue, 439-1082. *Every SAT (3- 
6pm): Hair of the Dog. No cover. 


BLUES AT THE HILL-CAPITOL HILL 
PUB 14203 Stony Plain Road, 454-3063 
Part of Jazz City Festival. THU 28 
(9:45pm-1:45am): Sparks and Fly. FRI 29- 
SAT 30 (9:45pm-1:45am): Hans Stamer 
Band. SUN 1 (9pm-12): Rusty Reed. 


BLUES ON WHYTE Commercial Hotel, 
10329 Whyte Ave., 439-5058. SUN 1 
(10pm-2am) Stone Merchants. CD 
release party and Canada Day bash 


BO'DIDDLEY'S PUB AND GRILL 101 
Millwoods Town Centre, 440-3205. FRI 
29 (7pm): The Alberta Roots Music 
Society: East-West Fusion, Uday Ramdas, 
Terry McDade, Shannon Johnson, 
Jeremiah McDade, Dave Merriman with 

Confluence. TIX: $15 @ door, $12 adv. @ 
Blackbyrd Myoozik, Alfie Myhres Music 
and Clea’s Bookshop. 


CENTURY GRILL 3975 Calgary Trail 
South, 909-7800. Every SAT (9pm): 
Rimshot (jazz, R&B). No cover. Part of 
Jazz City Festival. FRI 29-SAT 30 (9pm- 
Jam): Rimshot. 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE, MARKET AND 
MEETING PLACE 9142-118 Ave., 471- 
9125. FRI 29: The Stone Merchants 
(acoustic show). CD release eee FRI 6: 
Fiona Fieldwalker. SAT 7: Open Stag 

with Randall Walsh. 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival Way, 
Sherwood Park, 449-3378. *Every WED 
(uly 4-Aug. 29): Wednesday Night Patio 
Series. WED 4 (7:30pm); Double Bill: 
Betty McDaniel and Rob Lamothe 

with Lisa Winn. 


FIFTH ANNUAL EDMONTON SINGER- 
SONGWRITER FESTIVAL Queen 
Alexander Park, 104 St., 72 Ave. SUN 1: 
Natalie Czar and Andrew Gummer, 
Melissa Majeau, Chris Wynters, Brian 
Gregg, Kevin Smith, Devin McGrath, 
Andrea House, Jan Randall, Chris Smith, 
Gary Kolliger, The Stone Merchants, 
Thaneah, Pau! Morgan Donald, Jonny 
Nordstrom, The New Old Boys. TIX: $10 
adv., $12 @ door. TIX: Adv. tickets $10 @ 
Blackbyrd Myoozik, Sound Connection. 


GRANT MACEWAN PARK 31-5-101 
Street, Ellerslie, 988-5357. TUE 3 
(7:30pm): Laurie Accordion Orchestra of 
Paisley. TIX: $5 


THE GRINDER 10957-124 St., 453- 
1709. FRI 29-SAT 30 (9pm-lam): Mr. 
Lucky (blues, boogie, R&B). 

} & R's GRILL AND BAR 4003-106 St., 
436-4403. SAT 7 (9pm-lam): Mr. Lucky 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


WIN Ac COPY OF THE NEW ALBUM BY 


Liveon Kelease| 
aS (NS 


Just e-mail 
liveon@vue.ab.ca _ 
for your chance 
to win one of 
five CD's. 


Check out LiveonRe ease 


LIVE 
at Londonderry Mall June 29th @ 2 pm 
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On his website www.moregoatthangoose.com, Gabino Travassos 
describes the music of My Pet Alien as “Not really ‘music’ or a ‘band’ 
so much as a collection of computer synth vocals distorted to the 
point of elfin unintelligibility.” We were further mystified by an e- 
mail we received last week from somebody calling himself Floaty 
Alien in which he announced that My Pet Alien’s albums have sold 
7,800 copies in Canada, and that we’re all losers. “I'M THE KING OF 
THE PRAIRIES!” he shouts. “| AM THE GREATEST! YOU ARE ALL SO 
LAME!” Well. If you would like to see what makes My Pet Alien so 
great, or would just like to set him on fire, truck out to Onoway next 
weekend on July 6 and 7 for Tripfest 2001. My Pet Alien is one of 23 
indie bands playing that weekend, all for the paltry sum of $5, 
including camping. For more info, visit www.tripfest.com. 
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(blues, boogie, R&B). 


LONGRIDER'S SALOON 11733-78 St, 
479-7400. FRI 29-SAT 30: Lori Cole and 
Cornerstone. $4 cover. 


MEZZA LUNA 10238-104 St., 423- 


LUNA. @Part of Jazz City Festival. THU 28 
(10pm-2:30am): iBomba! FRI 29-SUN 1 
(10pm-2:30am): Los Caminantes. 


NA ZDOROVYA UKRAINIAN VODKA 
PUB 10921-101 Street, 421-8928. SAT 
30; Welcome Summer Kubbie Roast 
Beach Party: DJ Stoodynets. 


O'BYRNES 10616 Whyte Avenue, 414- 
6766. *Part of Jazz City Festival. THU 28 
(9pm-1am): Northwest Passage. No 
cover. FRI 29-SAT 30 (Spm): Meatbags. 
No cover. FRI 6-SAT 7 (9pm): Rotting 
Fruit. No cover. 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 Street, 
421-1326. *Every SUN: Variety Night. 
THU 28-SUN 1: Part of Jazz City 
Festival. THU 28 (9pm): Los Mocosos. 
$20 Adv. tickets @ TicketMaster. FRI 29 
(9pm): Soulive (funk organ trio). TIX: $15 
dv tickets @ TicketMaster. SAT 30 
(9pm): Soulive. TIX: $15 Adv. tickets @ 
TicketMaster, SUN 1 (8pm): Canada Day 
Party: Souled Out, plus Killer Comedy 
Show and DJ Dudeman. $5 cover. MON 
2 (9pm): King Ring Nancy (hard rock). $5 
cover. TUE 3 (9pm): Syndicate. $5 cover. 
WED 4 (9pm): Illusions (rock and world 
music). $5 cover. THU 5 (9 pm): 
Jerusalem Ridge w/ special guest Betty 
McDaniel (bluegrass, country swing, 
gospel). TIX: $10 adv. tickets @ the 
Sidetrack. FRI 6 (9pm): The Rockin’ 
Highliners. $10 cover. SAT 7 (9pm): 
Graham Brown Band. $7 cover. SUN 8 (8 
pm): The Meatbags, Killer Comedy Show, 
D| DudeMan. $5 cover. 


SUGARBOWL CAFE AND BAR 10922- 
88 Avenue, 433-8369. *Every FRI: 

Original live music. FRI 29: (from Calgary) 
Kris Demeanor and Chantal Vitalis. $3 
cover. FRI 6: Double Bill: Paul Bellows and 
Andrea House. $3 cover. 





TIMMS CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 87 
Ave., 112 St., 420-1757. THU 28-SAT 30 
(8pm), SUN 1 (2pm): Opera Nuova 
present Mozart's Don Giovanni (Italian). 
TIX: $25 adult, $20 student @ TIX on 
the Square, @ door. SUN, July 1, 2pm 
pay what you can. Adv. tickets @ TIX 

on the Square. 












ee 
BACCARAT CASINO 10128-104 Ave., 
413-3178, ePart of Jazz City Festival. 

FRI 29-SAT 30 (9pm-1am): Paul 
Shihadeh Trio. 


CEILI'S IRISH PUB 10338-109 St., 426- 
5555, Part of Jazz City Festival. THU 28- 
SAT 30 (9pm-1am): Rick Tough. 


CHANCE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 
Main Fl. Commerce Place, 424-0400. 
*Part of Jazz City Festival. THU 28 (5- 
8pm): Stuart Crosley Duo. FRI 29 (5- 
8pm); SAT 30 (5-10pm): Dawn Chubai. 


COAST EDMONTON PLAZA HOTEL 
LOUNGE 10155-105 St., 423-4811. 
*Part of Jazz City Festival. THU 28 (5- 
9pm): Charlie Austin. FRI 29 (5-9pm): 
Torben Holm-Pedersen. SAT 30 ( -Ipm): 
Harley Symington. 


DOUCETTE'S FINE DINING AND 
RESTAURANT 10120-103 Ave., Mezz 
Fl., Canada Trust Tower, 488-6043. «Part 
of Jazz City Festival. FRI 29: The Dixieland 
Jazz Society of Alberta featuring Rollanda 
Lee and The Dixieland Allstars. TIX: $25 
(for dance/music only). 


THE DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave., 454- 
9928. *Part of jazz City Festival. THU 28 
(9pm): King Muskafa. 

EARL'S TIN PALACE 11830 Jasper Ave, 
488-6582. Part of Jazz City Festival. THU 
28 (6-9pm): Dave Babcock Quartet. 


THE ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 10314 
Whyte Ave., 439-4545. Every TUE 
(9:30pm): er stage. *Part of Jazz City 
Festival. THU 28 (9pm-12): Jeremiah 
McDade Trio. FRI 29: Swing Manouche 
featuring Ben Sures. 


FATBOYZ 6104-104 St., 437-3633. FRI 
29-SAT 30 (10pm-1;30am): Lionel Rault. 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 102 
Avenue Edmonton Centre, 426- 
4767. Part of Jazz City Festival. THU 28 


(8pm-12): rio, FRI 29 (8pm-. . . 
Mat eat 6 oe 


Brett 


JAZZ CITY INTERNATIONAL MUSIC 
FESTIVAL Various venues, 433-4000, 
428-1757, 451-8000. Until July 1. TIX: 
Tickets @ TIX on the Square. Sir 
Winston Churchill Square. THU 28-SUN 
1: Jazz Street Stage. THU 28 (12-4pm): 
Jack Semple Group. (5-9pm): Modo Trio. 
FRI 29 (12-4pm): Paragon. (S-9pm): 
America Rosa. SAT 30: GMCC Outreach 
Big Bands. (5-9pm): Modo Trio. SUN 1 
(12-2:30pm): McLean Hunter Trio. (3- 
5pm): Littlebirds Big Band. 


NINA'S RESTAURANT AND PIANO 
BAR 10139-124 St., 482-3531. Part of 
Jazz City Festival. FRI 29-SAT 30 (7:30- 
10pm): Galen Noland. 


OVERTIME SPORTS BAR AND TAP 
ROOM 10304-111 St., 423-1643. Part 
of Jazz City Festival. THU 28 (9pm-12): 
Anna Beaumont. 


REMEDY CAPPUCCINO CAFE 8631- 
109 Street, 433-3096. ¢Part of Jazz City 
Festival. THU 28 (9pm-12): SideDog with 
Jason Cairns and Brett Miles. FRI 29 
(9pm-12): SideDog with jason Cairns and 
Brett Miles. SAT 30 (9pm-12): Anna 
Beaumont and Jim Head. 


RIVO 9707-110 St, 482-7277. ¢Part of 
Jazz City Festival. THU 28 (9pm-12): 
Debbie Boodram. FRI 29 (9pm-12): 
D'Arcy Greaves Trio. SAT 30 (9pm-12): 
Maureane O'Shaugnessy. 


SORRENTINO'S BISTRO BAR 10162- 
100 St, 424-7500. ePart of Jazz City 
Festival. FRI 29-SAT 30 (9pm-12): 

Gaea Brant. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE #4 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square, 99 Street, 102A Avenue, 
428-1414. FRI 29 (8pm): John Hammond 
with the Blind Boys of Alabama. 


YARDBIRD SUITE 11 Tommy Banks 
Way, 103 Street, 86 Avenue, 432-0428, 
451-8000. Every TUE: Jam session. 
Every FRI: Non-smoking nights. THU 28 
(7:30pm door, 8:30pm show): Sex Mob 
(Knitting Factory). TIX: $18 member, $22 
guest. FRI 29 (7pm door first show; 9:30 
door second show): Chris Potter Quartet. 
TIX: $18 member $22 guest. SAT 30 
(8pm door; 9pm show): Jessica Williams. 
TIX: $14 member, $18 guest. 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 10117-1071 Street, 
425-6151. FRI 29 (8-midnight); Don 
Berner Trio. 


PIANO BARS 


THE LION'S HEAD PUB Coast Terrace 
Inn, 4440 Calgary Trail South, 431-5815. 
THU 28-SAT 30: Sherman Rowe. MON 2- 
SAT 7: Todd Reynolds. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES CAPILANO 
Capilano Mall, 5004-98 Avenue, 463- 
7788. THU 28-SAT 30: Dwayne Allen. 
THU 5-SAT 7: Derek Sigurdson. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES DOWNTOWN 
Rice Howard Way, 10012-101A Avenue, 
426-7784. THU 28-SAT 30: Tim Becker. 
TUE 3-SAT 7: Tim Becker. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES WEM Bourbon 
Street, W.E.M., 444-1752. THU 28-SAT 
30: Tony Dizon. MON 2-SAT 7: 

Tony Dizon. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES ON WHYTE 
10341-82 Avenue, 433-9676. *Every SUN 
(9pm-lam): Karaoke, THU 28; Chuck 
Belhumeur. FRI 29-SAT 30: Duff Robison. 
WED 4-SAT 7: Dave Hiebert. 








Also see VURB Weekly on page 32. 


CASINO EDMONTON 9055 Argyll Rd., 
463-9467. FRI 29-SAT 30: Rare Occasion. 
FRI 6-SAT 7: Secret Lives. 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St., 
463-9467. THU 28-SAT 30: Souled Out. 
THU 5-SAT 7: Catalyst. 


CENTURY GRILL 3975 caida Trail S., 
431-0303. Every FRI and SA pm): 
Rimshot. No cover. 


HORSESHU COCKTAIL CLUB 12536- 
137 Ave., 457-4000. FRI 21-SAT 22: 
Mustard Smile. FRI 28-SAT 29: The Joes. 


JJ.'S PUB 13160-118 Avenue, 451- 
9180. © WED; Showcase night. FRI 
29-SAT 30: Bootzkiss. THU 5: Sugarleane. 
FRI 6: Gods and Monsters. 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Avenue, 
433-2599. THU 28: New Cat Yellow. FRI 
29-SAT 30: Side Show Bob. 


LEGISLATURE GROUNDS Band Shell, 
1-888-562-2777. SUN 1 (7-11:15pm): 
Molson Canadian Big Birthday: Colin 
James, Wide Mouth Mason, The 

Great Escape. 


5 (10pm): My 
NORTHLANDS PARK Fai “ 7: (1ppm); , 
(#51-4090" SAT 30, est-tst 200"... Mase few t8 caren SARA 













Matthew Good Band, Big Wreck, 
Treble Charger, Gob, Copyright, Live on 
Release. TIX: $35. 


RED'S WEM, 487-2066, 451-8000. 

FRI 6 (9pm door): Tribute to Guns N’ 
Roses, Van Halen, Motley Crie. TIX: $4 
adv., $6 day of. MON 9: Dave Wakeling 
of the English Beat, General Public. 

TIX: $13.95 adv., $16.95 day of @ Red's 
or TicketMaster. 


ROCK CENTRAL STATION Kingsway 
Inn, 10812 Kingsway Avenue, 479-4266. 
FRI 29-SAT 30: The Sleep. FRI 6-SAT 7: 
King Ring Nancy. 

ROYAL GLENORA CLUB River Rd., 111 
St., 1-888-562-2777. SUN 1 (1-11pm): 
Molson Canadian Big Birthday Beer 
Gardens: King Muskafa, Illusions, Flannel 
Jimmy. 

RUMOURS PUB 106, 9006-132 Avenue, 
473-7410. FRI 29-SAT 30 (9pm-2am): 
Dark Horse featuring Steve Kay. 


STARS Upstairs, 10545 Whyte Ave., 
434-5366. FRI 29: Split CD release soiree: 
Nevertheless, Change Methodical (post- 
Ba, Compromise. SAT 30: Downway, 
he Johnsons, Darryl’s Grocery Bag. 


TIN PAN ALLEY 4804 Calgary Trail 
South, 702-2060. THU 28-SUN 1 «Part 
of Jazz City Festival. Adv. tickets @ 
TicketMaster. THU 28: Women in jazz 
Series: Molly Johnson Group, Susie 
Arioli Swing Band. FRI 29: Women in 
Jazz Series: Kennedy Jenson Quintet, 
Tanya Kalmanovitch Trio. SAT 30: Women 
in Jazz Series: Cheryl Fisher Quintet, 
John Stanell Trio. FRI 6: King Muskafa. ” 
SAT 7: Tar Baby. 


TRIPFEST 2001 Onoway, 
www.tripfest.com. FRI 6-SAT 7: 25 bands: 
Equatorial, Near Sighted, Phork, Whitey 
Houston, Slow Motion Walter, Limelite, 
Crooked, Idle Mind, Coded Gunther and 
the Sausage Muzzle, Stephen Wichuk, 
Encompase, Lontananza, Babe Lloyd, My 
Pet Alien, Jody Boytan (Joy Boy), Teri's 
Parasite, The Closet Doors, Left of Centre, 
Whipping Trousers, Digital Dr. Faustus, 
Taoist Sun, Jimmy Bluestar, FXseries, 12 
Angry Fish. TIX $5. 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 Street, 439- 
3388. THU 28 (10pm): Indieblast Night 
in Canada: Sleave, Fatman's Belly. $. 
cover. FRI 29-SAT 30 (10pm): 100 Watt 


Bulb. $5 cover. SUN 1 (10pm): Tar Baby. - 
$5 cover. WED 4(1 A te 


Exit 303. $5 cover. 
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Enter the world of Basement Jaxx, where 
house, funk, punk, R&B, and disco merge 


into the long-awaited, new album “Rooty”. 
Simm and Felix are throwing a party 
and you are invited. 
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they rehearse in a living room, and 
their last two CDs, including their 
newest, Have Another Blue Juice, Mis- 
ter, were recorded in a living room. 
“We brought the studio into the 
living room again,” says bassist John 
Armstrong. The Merchants’ previous 
CD was appropriately titled Live in 
the Living Room but the newest one 
is a little more technically polished, 
and comes off sounding more like a 
full-fledged studio album. “Instead 
of going live off the floor in one 
day,” Armstrong says, “we brought 
in an engineer and we did it over 
four intensive days of laying tracks.” 
Not all the tracks were actually 
recorded in the living room, mind 
you; since vocal mics had to be iso- 
lated from the instruments, all lead 
vocals were recorded in 
a spare bedroom. A 
video camera was 
locked onto whoev- 
er was singing and the 
shot was wired to the TV in the liv- 
ing room so the other musicians 
could see him. “That bit of technolo- 
gy made up for the fact that we were 
recording it in a living room rather 
than a studio,” jokes Armstrong. 
Despite the homey aspects of 
the recording, Blue Juice is a slick- 
sounding disc, and probably only 
the most critical listener would twig 
to the fact that it wasn’t recorded in 
a studio. The songs are straightfor- 
ward roots-rock numbers with pas- 
sionate lyrics and simple yet 
wonderful arrangements that make 
use of three of the city’s finest gui- 
tarists: Al Brant, Eddie Patterson and 


TRICKY 


Blowback 


Tricky, the Master Of Ceremonies, once 
again dodges musical convention ‘with a 


colecon of songs that are distinctive, 
beautiful, moody, and explosive all at 


The Stone Merchants will finally be getting out of the house this week 


Tom Roschkov. Rounding out the 
five-piece sound is drummer/percus- 
sionist Kelly Pikula. 


Holiday for strings 


In any other band, three guitarists 
would be too much but the Mer- 
chants make a surprisingly harmo- 
nious blend out of Brant’s 12-string 
acoustic, Roschkov’s 
six-string acoustic 
(sometimes elec- 
tric) and Patterson’s 
electric guitar. “They 
really have it down playing off each 
other,” says Armstrong. “If you’re lis- 
tening, you can hear that they are 
comping off each other's licks and 
we've never really run into a problem 
with this band, I know I've played in 
other bands where you get two lead 
players and they tend to step on each 
other in order to get featured, but 
we're sort of a ‘less is more’ band.” 
The Stone Merchants will be 
holding a series of CD release parties 
with acoustic shows on June 29 at 
Expressionz Café and July 1 at the 
Edmonton Singer/Songwriter Festival 
at Queen Alexandra Park from noon 
to dusk. But after the festival, the 


once. Featuring the hot single 
“Evolution Revolution Love”. 





band will rock out for an all-electric 
(or at least predominantly electric) 
show at Blues on Whyte. They'll also 
be touring some dates on the west 
coast and appearing at the Sixth 
Annual Sasquatch Odyssey July 27 
and 28 at Camp Brazeau. 

Getting the band together for all 
those shows is a challenge because 
all the players either play in other 
bands or work as sidemen on a 
semi-regular basis. But Armstrong 
has scheduling down to a science 
Every time a band member has a gig 
or project outside the band, they 
contact Armstrong and let them 
know the details. And then, every 
three months, they receive a calen- 
dar showing all the dates someone 
else in the band is playing and all 
the dates where they can slot in 
their own shows. But the Stone Mer- 
chants always come first. “It’s safe to 
say that this is the main project for 
the five of us,” Armstrong says. “We 
all love the band and the cama- 
taderie it give us.” O 


"The Stone Merchants 
Eipressione Café (Fri, June 29) © 
Edmonton Singer/Songwriter Festival, 
Queen Alexandra Park (Sun, July 1) 





You'll litte what the Future has in store 
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For Big Wreck, it’s all just a matter of debris 


The Pleasure and 
the Greed harks 
back to epic rock 
LPs of the ‘70s 


¥ DAVE JOHNSTON 





ley figures he’d be a criminal. 

“Like Robert De Niro in Heat,” he 
laughs. “Pulling off a bank job so 
tight—it’s like art in a way.” 

Of course, he’s only joking. “I 
think that’s just the movies for you,” 
he says. “I'd. probably make a better 
criminal in the movies, but acting is 
a lot harder than music. Screw it.” 

The rumpled frontman of Big 
Wreck looks a bit like 
he’s playing the 
role of a swagger- 
ing rock star, but 
he avoids eye contact 
during one-on-one conversations. 
He'd much rather be onstage, letting 

” his songs tell the story instead of 
having to answer questions about 
himself. “It’s my release,” he 
explains. “I get to be thé total, 
unadulterated me up there. It sounds 
comy, but it’s easier somehow to do 
that than talk to someone face to 
face. I’m not very good at that.” 

He doesn’t regard himself as “a 
cock-strong performer” but he 
believes in authenticity. “I hope that 
it seems that way to the audience as 
it does on our end.” 


I: it wasn’t for music, Ian Thorn- 





It’s that drive for authenticity 
that probably led Big Wreck— 
Thornley, drummer Forrest 
Williams, bassist David Henning 
and guitarist Brian Doherty—to 
record The Pleasure and the Greed, a 
rock record if there ever was one. 
Compared to their 1997 debut, In 
Loving Memory of..., the new album 
reveals a more aggressive version of 
the Boston band, swathed in layered 
arrangements reminiscent of the 
epic rock records of the early 1970s. 


Welcome to L.A. 


The album’s 16 tracks were whittled 
down from a collection of 60 songs, 
most of which were recorded in Los 
Angeles with veteran producer Dave 
Jerden, who has: guided 
bands like Alice in 
Chains, the Off- 
spring and the Red 
Hot Chili Peppers in the 
studio. Jerden expressed an interest in 
producing the album after hearing a 
tape of the band’s new material, and 
insisted that the group work within a 
tigid daytime schedule during the six 
months they-stayed in California. 

“T hated it down there in L.A., 
to be honest,” Thornley says, care- 
fully adding that he still enjoyed 
the chance to work with Jerden. “I 
think I was just put off by the fact 
that it seems so culturally vacant 
down there.” 


Regardless, the album isa 


glimpse of Big Wreck’s reverence for 
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Big Wreck emerges intact fro’ 


emotional rock music. From the 
banjo intro of “Ladylike” to the glit- 
tering electric piano undertow of 
“No Fault,” there’s a lot to offer a lis- 
tener. In some ways, it’s a throwback 
to the era when rock records were 
made to be played a bit at a time, 
letting people explore particular 
songs at their own speed, flipping a 
vinyl platter over and skipping the 
needle across to this week’s favourite 
song. “It's certainly in the vein of 
tock’s past,” Thornley says proudly. 
“T hate it when a band only puts a 
half-hour of music on an album, 
especially with what you can cram 
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three-and-a-half-year recording hiatus 


on a CD. You should give people as 
much as you can, and I think we 
did. I think this album is worth 
every dime you spend on it.” 


“Oaf” and running 


The eclectic range of material on The 
Pleasure and the Greed might reflect 
the long three-and-a-half year idle 
stretch the band endured before final- 
ly being allowed to get back into a 
studio to record. Once Big Wreck hit 
the charts with the tremolo-driven 
anthem “The Oaf” back in 1997, they 
ran across the continent, trying to 


*’) OPENING AND 
CLOSING CEREMONIES 


JOIN US IN WELCOMING 
THE WORLD TO EDMONTON! 


The Ceremonies is currently 
seeking individuals to perform 
in specific roles for the Opening 

and Closing Ceremonies. 

Get involved and be proud of 
yourself. Let’s show the world the 
Best of Edmonton. It may be the 
only opportunity in your life to 
perform in front of a live audience 
of 41,000 people and be 
presented on television to 4 billion 
viewers worldwide. 
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All Participants for these 
roles must be a minimum of 
15 years of age as of August 
3, 2001 and willing to 
commit to all rehearsals 
between now and the 
Opening and Closing 
Ceremonies. 


PLACARD CARRIERS 


Minimum Height 5’6" Athletic, 
Poised and st ic and ig 
the ability to walk in time to music 


PUPPET AND SET 
MANIPULATORS 
Physical Strength Ability to walk 
in time to music Ability to carry 
large objects onfield as part of 
the choreography. 





















For more information and to sign 
up for a try-out please call the 


CEREMONIES HOTLINE 
st (780) 821-2999 








build an audience. Canada embraced 
them—especially Toronto native 
Thornley—but America resisted. 

The Pleasure and the Greed was 
engineered to change that. Stories 
have circulated that their label con- 
stantly refused material because 
they couldn’t hear a single that 
would attract American radio play, 
but Thornley politely evades the 
subject. “I’m just happy to have the 
record out there, and we're getting a 
chance to get back at it,” he says 
diplomatically. “But you can’t blame 
them for being concerned, though.” 

Although the new Single, 
“Inhale,” has yet to make any impact 
on radio south of the border, Thorn- 
ley is heartened by the grassroots 
support the band has witnessed as 
they’ve tumbled through the smaller 
American venues. “They know the 
words to the new songs already,” he 
says brightly. “The record’s only been 
out for a few weeks and they’re 
already getting into it.” Thornley 
recalls a recent gig in Birmingham, 
Alabama, when he met two men 
who had flown up from Dallas just 
to see the show. “People are having 
an honest connection to our music, 
and they’ve been telling us that 
we've outdone ourselves and all of 
that. It’s been pretty reassuring.” 


Whole lotto love 


The band cannot wait to return to 
Canadian stages, sighs Thornley. “It 
would be great to play in front of a 
crowd of some size again,” he says 
bluntly. “I mean, I love playing 
these intimate shows, but nothing 
beats a big mob of people.” 

Considering the amount of time 
and enthusiasm they dedicated to 
playing in this country in the past, 
they would seem to deserve the ado- 
ration of the masses up here. “I’d like 
to think we’ve earned everything 
we've been given,” he says. “We've 
definitely been a lucky band, but it’s 
not like we won the lottery or any- 
thing. I think people sense that we're 
not the flavour of the week. At the 
core, it’s all authentic.” © 
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11062 - 156 St. 
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THIS SATURDAY! 
THE START OF THE SUMIMIER ROCK EXPLOSION 
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John Lee Hooker (1917-2001) 


he first time I heard John Lee 
T iets: I was 15, had just 
picked up the guitar about 
four months before, had learned 
| about 10 chords, a 
scale or two and 
the 12-bar blues 
and figured I was 
just about ready to 
play the blues. (That's right, I was 
an idiot.) One of my high school 
English teachers (not the music 
teacher ‘cause music teachers never 
knew anything about good music) 
caught me in the hallway cutting 
his class and playing a horrible lit- 
tle version of “Crawlin’ King 
Snake” that I had figured out from 
listening to a Doors record. He 
walked me to his office and after 
he chewed me out and said, “Do 
yourself a favour: listen to this—on 


the 


obituary 


your own time!” he handed me a 
copy of Hooker's The Real Folk 
Blues (1966). 

Only minutes into “Let's Go Out 
Tonight” I was hooked. I thought this 
guy was crazy. The music was primal, 
raw, audacious; the sheer dirtiness of 
his boogie-woogie was 

like nothing I had 

ever heard—and he 

actually screamed in 
his songs! He kept 
singing—make that growling—about 
how he was gonna take some woman 
out into the park at night and “make 
loooodoove to you!” Tt was scary. It was 
easy to hear his influence on all the 
rock stars of the 60s I was listening to 
at the time (Van Morrison, Eric Clap- 
ton, etc.), but there was something 
else, a genuine sexual danger in 
Hooker’s voice and playing that 
maybe you could hear just a hint of 
in Mick Jagger or catch above the din 
of guitars and drums in Iggy Pop’s 


ThA 
fdimgnton 
. 


mad howls and provocations. It was 
like Hooker was going to break into 
your house while you were asleep, 
drink all your booze and steal your 
woman. (Later, I realized that playing 
his records could actually help to get 
me a woman.) 

The next year, Hooker had a hit 
with The Healer (1990) and was 
coming to town to play. My English 
teacher was going, but my friend 
Johnny and Thad no money to go, 
so we hung around outside the con- 
cert hall trying to sneak in, to no 
avail. We figured we’d wait around 
outside for our teacher, but hours 
went by and he never showed and 
we stumbled home to bed. The next 
day I found out that Hooker played 
for four and a half hours—and the 
guy was over 70! People went home, 
even a couple of band members left, 
but so long as there was a small 


SEE PAGE 34 
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KINGSWAY ON KINGSWAY 


10812 KINGSWAY AVENUE 
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CATCH THE BEAT 
Spilt Milk 
House/breakbeat 
Saturdays 

4PM - 6PM 





FREQUENCY 


DJ Deluxx 
House/techno 
Saturdays 
6PM -8PM 


a SWING 
Reggaelcalypso 


8PM - 10PM 



















THE BLACK 
EXPERIENCE 

IN SOUND 
Teddy 
HipHop/R&B/Funk 
Saturda 


de ah 
10PM - Midnight 





URBAN HANG SUITE 
SonnyGrimezz 
HipHop 
SaturdayNights 
124M - 3AM 
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SMOOTH 

Tina Sparkle 
En 

Jungle/D n8 


ThursdayMornings 
3AM ~ 6AM 









TECHNOLOGICAL 


Neal K 
Techno/Eclectronica 
WednesdayMornings 
1AM - 3AM 
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Friday, June 29th 
Expressionz Café, Market and Meeting Place 


8-10 pm Acoustic Show 
9142 - 118 Avenue 


Sunday, July 1st 


Edmonton Singer Songwriter Festival 
Noon to Dusk at Queen Alex Park 
104 Street & 71 Avenue 


and after the festival... 


Canada Day Bash at Blues on Whyte 
10 pm - 2 am - no cover 
10329 Whyte Avenue 





www.brassmonkeyproductions.com 


SARAH McLACHLAN 
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ANSAZI—10525 Jasper Avenue, 423-3232. 
THU: Point 5, with Dj Zohar & weekly guests * FR. 
Pour La Femmes, with Dj Zohar, D-licious & weekly 
guests * SAT: Swirl, with DJ Zohar * SUN: R-House 
with Dj Zohar, D-Licious, Topaz, Dr Yvo & guests 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR—10324 Whyte 
Ave * MON: Sense, deep house with Erin Eden 
and Whisper * WED: The Forum, with Robert Alan 
and Dj Calus * THU: Fresh ‘n’ Funky, house with 
resident D) Deluxx and guests ¢ FRI: Pilot Episode 
with Sekshon and Tripswitch and guests—jUN 2: 

Dj Delerious (Calgary) * SAT: Bustin’ Chops, with 
Dj Tanner, the Megaforce crew and weekly guest 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE—10425 Whyte 
Ave, 439-1082 © TUE: Digital Underdog, hip 
hop with Sonny Grimezz, C-Sekshun, and 
Megaforce * SUN: What The Hell, downtempo 
beats with D} Tryptomene 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB—10815 Jasper 
Avenue, 425-0850 ¢ THU: Element, with Dj 
Christopher and weekly guests * FRI: Funktion 
Fridays, with Two Vexx and D] Invinceable « SAT 
guest Djs * SUN: Ladies Night with D} Invince 
able * SUN JUL 1: Canada Day Long Weekend 
Jam, with DJ Specs (Toronto) and Bomb Squad + 
TUE JUL 10; Janet Jackson Post Concert Party 
with DJ Invinceable 


CRISTAL LOUNGE—10336 Jasper Ave, info 
426-7521 © FRI: Dj Alex ¢ Sat: Canada Day 
Warm Up Party, with Starm Trooper Sound Crew 
(Toronto) 


DONNA ©° The Citadel Theatre, 10177-99 
Street, Info 429-3338 * FRI-SAT: Downtempo 
and house with Dr. Yvo and guests—JUN 15-16 
Lafleur and L.P. 


EVAR AFTER—10148-105 St. (late 
night/after hours) * THU: Rewind with Slav 
and guests * FRI: Bounce, Thunder Dave, |karo 
and James Gregory ¢ SAT: Wil Danger, Donovan, 
Juicy and Tome! 


THE GALLERY—10018-105 St (late 
night/after hours) * FRI: Protege, Andy Mor- 
gan, Donovan, Charlie Mayhem, guests © SAT: 
James Gregory, Crunchee, Jay MacNabb, Ikaro, 
Thunder Dave 


HALO—10538-Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * THU 
Soul What?, with Tanner and Echo ® FRI: For 
Those Who Know..., with Ryan Mason and Dj 
Ameretto and guests—jUN 29: DJ Dazy (New 
York) * SAT: How Sweet It Is, with Junior Brown 
and special guests—JUN 30: Jay Dub © SUN: As 
Good As It Gets, with D] Deluxx 


IRON HORSE—8101-103 St, 438-1907 « FRI 
Alix DJ ¢ SAT: D] Funshine aka That’s The Guy On 
TY, Isn't It? 


LIFE—10089 Jasper Ave, 425 8787 « SUN: LP, 
Tiff-Slip, caro, Thunder Dave, Neal K and guests 


LUSH/THE REV-10030A-102 St., 424-2851 « 
WED: Main-The Classic, retro with Dj Loki; Vel- 
vet-progressive house with Ariel & Roel « THU 
Trademark, tech house with residents Tryptomene 
and Spilt Milk, with weekly quests—JUN 28: Roland 
the Bastard (London UK) ¢ FRI: Main—Fluid, with 
the Happy Bastards and guests; Velvet—D] Blue Jay * 
SAT: Turbo, progressive trance and house with 
alternating residents and guests—jUN 30: Sarah 
McLachlan Remixed CD Release Party, with David 
Stone and Dj Dragon; Velvet: Forties ‘n’ Nines, with 
Rerun and Sundog * SUN: Sunday School, with 
Anthony Donohue, Donovan, Wil Danger, Ikaro, LP, 
Tory P, Dave Theirman and Bobby Torpedo * THU 
JUL 5S; D) Dan (San Francisco) 


NEW CITY COMPOUND—10167-112 St., 
413-4578 * MON: Lounge—80s Metal, with D) 
Red Dawn ¢ TUE: Lounge—Tag Team * WED: 
Suburbs—Punchdrunk, mixed with DJ Squirrelly B 
and Johnny R. Soule ¢ THU; Suburbs—XXXClas- 
sicXXX, classic altrock with nikrofeelya FRI: 
mixed format © SAT: Saturdays Suck, rock with DJs 
Blue Jay and Schizo * SUN: SChocolate Sundaes, 
w/Kool Hand Luc, Remo Williams and guests * 
SAT JUN 30: Hi-Phonigs with Gravity Collective 


PARLIAMENT—10551 Whyte Ave « TUES: 
Anthem, jungle with Dj Celcius and guests—* 
THU: Shake with Solo, Geoffrey | and Styles and 
guests—JUN 28: Christopher Lawrence (Los 
Angeles) * FRI: Fevah, hip hop and R&B with Djs 
Ice & Qwake ¢ SAT: Progressive Club Culture 
Narrated by Cary Chang 


RED’S © Phase 3, West Edmonton Mall ¢ 
SUN JUN 24: Dj Rap (UK), with Tommy Illfingas 
(Toronto) and Celcius * FRI JUL 13; Gatecrasher 
Edmonton, with Sandra Collins, Jon Pleased 
Wimmen, Stewart Rowell, Spilt Milk, David 
Stone, Slav, Greg Wynn and Charlie Mayhem 


SIDETRACK CAFE—10333 - 112 Street ¢ FRI 
JUN 29: Los Mocosos 


SUBLIME (late night/after hours)-10147- 
104 St., Bsmt. 905-8024 © FRI: aka Vaas, Mr- 
Rowley, Tristan * SAT: Manny Mulatto and Locks 
Garant, Solo, Ryan Mason and Lickety Split 


SUGARBOWL—10936-88 Ave © SAT: The 
Missing Chapters, with Dr. Durant and Cicero 


THERAPY (late night/after hours)-10028- 
102 Street (alley entrance), Info 903-7666 
¢ FRI: Upstairs—Greg Wynn, Cool Hand Luc, 
Tripswitch, LP; Bunker—Tryptomene, Gundam * 
SAT: Upstairs—Sweets, Prograny, Bobby Torpedo, 
Dragon; Bunker—Alias, Saki and Spanky, Antho- 
ny Donahue 
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By DAVE JOHNSTON 





One more dance 


Last Tuesday, city council raised the 
axe away from the executioner’s 
block and let dance culture survive 
for at least another six weeks. Con- 
sidering the strong public response 
in favour of the Right to Dance 
Coalition—including a massive 
dance rally on the steps of City Hall 
last Sunday that drew close to 
3,500 people, despite what the 
police later estimated—the council- 
lors probably didn’t want to walk 
into a potentially hazardous political 
situation. After all, there are a lot of 
ravers who Can vote. 

Sitting in council chambers that 
morning, | noticed something about 
the situation that never occurred to 
me before. Many people, including 
prominent members of the media 
and the Coalition, have speculated 
that city council wanted this bylaw 
to pass before the International 
Track and Field Games, set to begin 
in August. The draconian amend- 
ments imposed by Executive Coun- 
cil back on June 9—which included 
a 3 a.m. curfew for the parties and 
all-night clubs and a midnight cur- 
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few for anybody under the age of 
18—might not have come from the 
mind of narrow-minded, evil indi- 
viduals but well-intentioned but 
uninformed leaders. As they say, 
ignorance is bliss. 

At one point, Mayor Bill Smith 
looked at a representative of the 
Planning Department and asked why 
council was never made aware of the 
fact that other cities had already 
applied similar bylaws. | wasn’t sure 
if | heard him correctly, and I’m still 
unsure. How could this supposedly 
responsible panel of elected leaders 
never think to ask about what other 
cities had done? Surely the commis- 
sion put together by Executive 
Council had studied these other 
bylaws, adapted certain clauses and 
then presented Bylaw 12610. Did 
this not come up during the presen- 
tations and reports the Planning 
Department made to Executive 
Council? Was the mayor just not 
Paying any attention until every 
newspaper editorial—including sev- 
eral in Vue Weekly—pointed out that 
Edmonton didn’t need to reinvent 
the wheel in this matter? 

Over the next six weeks, the 
Planning Department has to re- 
examine the bylaw and prepare an 
amended version for Executive 
Council on August 22. They will con- 
sider the success cities like Toronto, 
Montreal and Calgary have had with 
the enforcement of their bylaws, as 
well as weigh the consequences of 
perhaps rezoning an area of the city 
to act as an entertainment corridor, 
far from the downtown core. As well, 
the department will examine making 





Atta ~ 
the distinction between one-time 
dance events and the all-night dance 
clubs. From there, the bylaw will be 
passed back to city council in Sep- 
tember and voted on. If it rolls onto 
the books, the bylaw will come into 
effect just in time for the October 
civic election. 

In the next six weeks, the parties 
and the all-night clubs have to get 
their act together. This was the mes- 
sage several council members passed 
along before voting to have the 
bylaw temporarily shelved for further 
study. This means city councillors 
will be watching how the situation 
unfolds as club owners and promot- 
ers attempt to enforce a policy of 
goodwill over their clientele. Already, 
Therapy has grappled with the graffi- 
ti and littering situation outside their 
club, even going so far as to cover 
up the damage across the alley on 
All Saints Cathedral and Alberta 
Place Suite Hotel. 

The most crucial point here is 
what will happen to the language of 
Bylaw 12610 after these six weeks 
have passed. There is a belief that 
the original bylaw, as it was written 
before the June 9 debacle, will be 
replaced on August 22 by a dramat- 
ically altered document. City coun- 
cil has expressed a desire for a fair 
set of regulations that address the 
myriad concerns swirling around 
dance clubs, yet members of this 
council—including the mayor—fig- 
ured that an adult curfew was a rea- 
sonable condition. After these six 
weeks, dance culture in Edmonton 
may be under an even greater 
threat; we may be in for something 


akin to Winnipeg’s club scene, 
where everything shuts down at 2 
a.m. Everything: 

The Coalition, and everybody 
who supports it, must labour with 
greater vigilance to ensure that city 
council lives up to its promise of 
finding a fair and reasonable solu- 
tion. They must become active in 
educating the media and the politi- 
cians about the nuances of dance 
culture and why it should be allowed 
to flourish. More importantly, there 
has to be a few olive branches 
passed around—the issues of drug 
use and vandalism affect both the 
clubs and neighbouring businesses, 
and it seems counterproductive to 
allow each side to attack one other 
while the problems run around the 
periphery. 

Over the next six weeks, commu- 
nication will not be enough. There has 
to be reasonable compromise—other- 
wise the axe might come down twice 
as hard and start an ugly revolution in 
the underground. 


Et cetera 


With all the concern surrounding 
Bylaw 12610, it’s been hard to spot- 
light upcoming events in the col- 
umn. If I've overlooked something 
over the past few weeks, | humbly 
apologize. 

First, a shameless self-promotion- 
al plug. This Saturday at Lush, Dj 
Dragon and | will be hosting a spe- 
cial night of Turbo, celebrating the 
release of the new Sarah McLachlan 
compilation Remixed. The disc fea- 
tures reworkings of several of the 


singer's hits, including Tiésto’s ver- 
sion of “Silence” and Hybrid’s recon- 
struction of “Fear.” It would be best 
if you showed up early if you want to 
win anything, including auto- 
graphed stuff. 

However, if McLachlan isn’t your 
bag, then shuffle down to Halo and 
check out deep house jock Jay Dub as 
he joins resident Junior Brown behind 
the decks. One night earlier, New York 
house Dj Dazy will rock Halo’s Friday 
night as a special guest of Ryan Mason 
and Amaretto. 

Nexustribe’s Thursday-night resi- 
dency at Parliament, Shake, is 
preparing to become a travelling 
road show. The local production 
company is hoping Shake will be 
able to jump around town occasion- 
ally, allowing crowds to see interna- 
tional DJs in a variety of settings. 
Shake’s first move will be to Lush on 
Thursday, July 5 as they present San 
Francisco's DJ Dan. 

Finally, there’s a couple of inter- 
esting Monday-night residencies 
that have cropped up. Local deep 
house DJs Whisper and Erin Eden 
have started a new night at the 
Backroom called Sense, which will 
also feature a monthly appearance 
by Ariel and Roel. Down the road at 
Squires, local D] Waterboy is start- 
ing a bedroom bedlam-style night 
called Local Motive. Every week, 
Waterboy will offer new, up-and- 
coming spinners a chance to play 
for a real crowd. Anyone interested 
in participating can drop off a tape 
at DV8 Records, Feroshus or Foosh, 
or bring it to Waterboy in person 
down at Squires. 


Metropolis Records, the world’s premier 


electro-industrial-gothic label, is home to 


Front Line Assembly, Front 242, Covenant, 


Bauhaus and Peter Murphy, among others, 


and HMV is home to Metropolis! 


PROJECT PITCHFORK 
Daimonion 


FAITH AND THE MUSE 
Evidence Of Heaven 


Kingsway Garden Mall 
West Ed Superstore * Edmonton Centre 


HMV 


Prices ia effect at HMV until July 2101 or while quantities last. HMA reserves the right to limit quantities. — 
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The frenetic beats music of Square- 
pusher (a.k.a. Tom Jenkinson) makes 
one wonder if the musician suffers 
from ADD. More than his previous 
efforts, Go Plastic straddles the border 
between more common dub styles 
and the dark world of digital hard- 
core. Squarepusher's frantic changes 
of pace and changes of pace have 
more in common with Atari Teenage 
Riot than the dance floor, but his 
melodies reflect his continuing obses- 
sion with more open styles of jazz. 

Go Plastic includes only one real 
dance floor-ready single, the very sim- 
ple, stripped-down “My Red Hot Car.” 
(Actually, that’s not really what's being 
sung in the chorus—in fact, the single 
is quite explicit, but | guess for the 
sake of getting the single put on store 
shelves, “My Red Hot Car” was an 
obvious substitution.) 

For the most part, Squarepusher 
demands that the listener play musical 
catch-up. Tempo changes are placed 
erratically, never allowing the listener 
to settle into a groove. But finally, as 
Go Plastic finishes off with “My Fuck- 
ing Sound” and “Plaistow Flex Out,” 
the disc settles into an ambient 
groove that even includes some old- 
school acid jazz elements. 

Go Plastic is anything but an easy 
listen. It'll take three or four spins 
before you'll be able to sort out all the 
electronic layers Squarepusher has laid 
on it. But once you've gotten used to 
the pace, Go Plastic becomes an 
intriguing, experimental revelation. 


John Lee Hooker 
“Continued from page 37 


crowd asking, begging for more, 
Hooker just kept on playing, tap- 
ping that right foot to keep time 
(just like you can hear on the hyp- 
notic recording of Hooker cooing 
“The Waterfront” with just his voice 
and guitar). It always pissed me off 
that I had to miss that concert. 

John Lee Hooker died last week 
of natural causes in his sleep at his 





For as long as anyone can remember, 
hip-hop and prison films have gone 
hand in hand, and while most of the 
characters in the HBO series Oz don’t 
match up to the complex inmates in, 
say, The Birdman of Alcatraz, the pro- 
gram is definitely onto something. 
The Oz soundtrack offers an eclectic 
selection from today’s hottest lyricists, 
including Kurupt, Nate Dogg and 
Snoop Dogg. 

Pharoahe Monch sits atop the cre- 
ativity pyramid with his emotionally 
driven “What Is the Law,” while 
Krayzie Bone does an excellent job of 
describing the isolation felt by inmates 
on “Shackled Up.” Also, expect a sur- 
prise hit by Devin the Dude, who 
wrote his contribution, “Can‘t Wait,” 
from the perspective of an outsider 
watching life pass by as a loved one 
struggles behind bars. 

Unfortunately, the album takes a 
quick downward turn after that, with 
Master P’s overbearing grunts on 
“Locked Up,” Cypress Hill's repetitive 
“Can | Live” and Trick Daddy's sad 
attempt at staying on topic, “Thug Nig- 
gas Don’t Live That Long.” 

Oz: The Soundtrack is split 
between artists who did a great job 
and ones who landed flat on their 
faces. Overall, though, the disc pro- 
vides enough high-quality tracks to 
make doing time with the poor ones 
bearable. Yr ve vr¥ —SEAN Joyner 


home in Santa Rosa, California, He 
was 83. 

Born in Clarksdale, Mississippi 
to a Baptist minister and sharecrop- 
per, he spent several years roaming 
around, playing fish fries and form- 
ing his distinctive style, eventually 
earning his first hit in 1947 with 
“Boogie Chillen.” His astonishingly 
prolific career produced dozens of 
recordings still available on CD 
(including The Real Folk Blues) and 
spawned multiple cover versions of 
his songs by a slew of white rock 





Amore ysutable title for this album might 
have been The Steady Decline of Def Jam, 
since that’s what this greatest-hits com- 
pilation inadvertently displays. Beginning 
dynamically with such monster classics 
as L.L. Cool J’s “| Can’t Live Without My 
Radio,” Slick Rick's “Children’s Story” 
and 3rd Bass’s “Pop Goes the Weasel,” 
History shows instant promise, but once 
you reach track nine and relive the 
“glory days” of hip hop with the obnox- 
ious Onyx hit “Slam,” the shining 
moments become scarcer and scarcer. 

While there’s some truth to the 
statement that Def Jam remains at the 
forefront of urban music, delivering 
platinum-selling artists like Foxy Brown 
and DMx, it can just as easily be argued 
that Def Jam has sold out its past, deliv- 
ering mindless, crassly commercial 
material from such artists as, well, Foxy 
Brown and DMX. 

The inclusion of the Mary J. Blige 
and Method Man duet “I'll Be There for 
You” helps ease the pain a little, but the 
male vs. female ramblings of Jay-Z’s 
“Can | Get A...” inflict it all over again 
Public Enemy’s “Fight the Power,” the 
group’s biggest hit to date, is still 
potent, as are EPMD’s “Crossover” and 
Nice and Smooth’s “Sometimes | 
Rhyme Slow.” If anything, the album’‘s 
greatest success is in the way it demon- 
strates the extent to which the work of 
the older generation of hip hop artists 
dwarfs that of the generation that fol- 
__ lowed. tetotr —SEAN JOYNER 
groups. In the last few years he still 
played big gigs from time to time, 
but mostly would just drop, unan- 
nounced, into small clubs with his 
guitar. Like most practitioners of 
American folk music, he altered his 
approach very little over the years, 
forever playing his songs of loneli- 
ness, bewilderment, reverie and 
longing, and he was always 
awestruck by the magnitude of his 
own success, explaining once to a 
London newspaper, “I can’t help 
but wonder what happened.” © 








Lots of deceased pop. ‘musicians, from 
Elvis to Kurt Cobain, are posthumously 
jionized by the press, but few are 
more deserving of mythologizing than 
the “Waycross Waif,” the enigmatic 
Gram Parsons. 

In the all-too-short span of 26 
years, Parsons, the Harvard-educated 
hillbilly, created what he called “cos- 
mic American music,” better known 
these days by a term hated, “country 
rock.” For devoted fans and neo- 
phytes alike, Rhino has cut through 
the legal red tape in order to compile 
46 essential tracks, culled from seven 
different albums on five separate 
labels, stretching from Parsons's first 
recording (with the International Sub- 
marine Band) to his final album, Sleep- 
less Nights, released roughly three 
years after his death in 1973. 

Despite his well-documented 
lifestyle (Parsons overdosed on a 
lethal combination of morphine and 
tequila at the Joshua Tree Inn) and 
the stranger-than-fiction circum- 
stances that surround his death (road 
manager Phil Kaufman kept a promise 
to Parsons by stealing his body from 
the airport and cremating his remains 
at Cap Rock inside Joshua Tree 
National Park), Parsons’s relatively 
small yet enduring body of work 
stands today as the spiritual and for- 
_ mal starting point for everyone from 
"the Eagles to Wilco, his songs covered 
by artists as disparate as Elvis Costello 
and Steve Earle. 

Besides chronicling Parsons’ 
influential music, this two-CD set is 
a4 mini-showcase for the burgeoning 
Vocal talents of then-rookie Emmy- 
lou Harris, Parsons’s singing partner, 
whose raw ability was quickly honed 
to razor-sharpness under Parsons’s 
'Mpassioned tutelage. Sacred Hearts 
and Fallen Angels highlights the 
Pair’s unique, powerful and some- 
times spellbinding harmonizing 
through such intense songs as 

“31000 Wedding,” “Love Hurts” 
and “Ooh Las Vegas.” 

Lovingly packaged along with a 
Carefully assembled 52-page biogra- 
Phy and full sessionography of each 
track, Sacred Hearts and Fallen Angels is 
a fitting tribute to a musician-who was 
little-known outside of a small circle 
during his life, but whose music was 
transformed by time from mere rip- 
Ples to waves of tribute, indebtedness, 
respect and love. Celine Dion and 
Chumbawamba may have sold more- 
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records, but neither will outlast the 
legacy of Gram Parsons, and this 
beautiful box set helps prove why. 


Yete te wey —T.C. SHaw 


Granam Brown Goon ‘n’ BROKE 
/-{Stompe) 

St. Albert native (now Vancouverite) 
Graham Brown reminds me a lot of 
local singer/songwriter Everett LaRoi. 
Both write songs that, when played 
with a full ensemble, the listener 
knows they'd be just as powerful on a 
single acoustic guitar. And both are 
incredibly honest songwriters, penning 
songs that are down-home and true. 

Good ’n’ Broke just might be 
Brown’s best effort to date. The ex-r. 
Gone Wild player begins the disc with 
a couple of scalding country-boogie 
numbers—Brown’s devil-may-care 
delivery of the album’s lead track, 
“Already Done,” grabs the listener by 
the throat right from the get-go. “You 
can write me care of stupidity,” 
Brown howls over a flurry of Western- 
tinged guitars. “You can send it to a 
fool like me.” 

Of course, Brown knows how to 
sucker an Alberta-based reviewer—by 
writing a song about his home 
province. “Prairie Smile” is a joyous 
guitar, organ and harmonica jaunt, 
with Brown extolling the virtues of 
making the regular trip from Vancou- 
ver back home. 

But while the album has more 
than its share of touching moments, 
moving from the electric to the 
acoustic with ease, Brown stands out 
as a songwriter who knows when and 
when not to take himself too seriously. 
With Good ‘n’ Broke, he’s created an 
alt-country record that simply 
demands to be heard. ¥e te vx te ¥ 
—STEVEN SANDOR 





Slap on the headphones, crank up the 
volume and feel the energy of a hun- 
dred punks jumping up and down on 
your eardrums, drilling their aggres- 
sive message right into your brain. It’s 
a good thing—trust me. 

This compilation contains some- 
thing for everyone who's ever let a 
drunken punk loose on their head 
with a set of clippers. There’s New 
York hardcore from Agnostic Front 
and Sick of It All, some good Oi from 
the Dropkick Murphys and the Busi- 
ness and of course some balls-to-the- 
wall punk slapped down in all its 
tattooed glory by U.S. Bombs and 
Anti Flag. That’s just a small taste of 
the music you'll find here, much of 
it—especially the tracks by Rancid, the 
Swingin’ Utters and Oxymoron—defy- 
ing the shorthand classifications of 
lazy music journalists. 

Be careful, though, with this 
explosive collection of three-minute 
songs packed with fury, spunk and 
heart. If you listen to it as loud as you 
should and as often as you should, 
you may find a note on your door 
from your landlord inviting you to 
gain a firsthand experience of what 
it’s like on the street. At least you'll be 


_ prepared. Arse tr te —Pri Durerron 


Sprinc Heer Jack THe Blues Series 
Cowrinuum.., Masses (Tuirsty Ear) 
Of course, Spring Heel Jack are the 
famed U.K. drum ‘n’ bass combo, reg- 
ulars on most club’s turntables and 
famed for their remix work with Every- 
thing But the Girl. So record store 
stockers, clubbers and fans of elec- 
tronica are going to turn whiter than 
ghosts when they play SH|’s newest 
effort. While it’s no secret that the duo 
have been champing at the bit to do 
some serious experimentation (Wales 
even participated in Scanner’s experi- 
mental Meld electronica series), this 
collection of stream-of-consciousness 
jazz recordings is as about as far out of 
left field as electronic artists can go. 
Featuring an eclectic line-up of guest 
jazz musicians, Coxon and Wales use 
electronics only to augment bleating 
saxes, blasting horns, piano clangs 
and frenetic drum fills. There is no 
pattern to their madness; Masses is a 
musical maelstrom of abstraction. 

The opening “Chorale” is a gentle, 
ambient jazz piece, but SHj soon 
smack the listener over the head with 
“Chiaroscuro,” which features a bassy 
electronic beat smothered in saxo- 
phone scales and fast-paced drum 
fills. It’s a harbinger of things to come, 
as the duo do their damnedest to 
keep the listener off-balance and their 
diehard fans shocked. 

Still, the record does open some 
exciting possibilities; Coxon and Wales 
have helped erased the stereotype 
that electronic musicians aren’t “seri- 
ous” musicians, and (although the 
result is very hit-and-miss) you have to 
applaud them for the effort. ¥ ¥r vr 
—STEVEN SANDOR 





There are things that just don’t go 
together. Jam and motor oil. Cork and 
salad. But New England and reggae? 
Not even Nostradamus could have 
seen that one coming. 

This disc tries to argue that reg- 
gae and the genteel hideaway are 
organically linked since many reggae 
stars wound up living there. Of 
course, Bob Marley never made it, 
but that hasn’t prevented this hearty 
group of clambakers from desecrating 
the spirit of reggae’s godfather. This 
unforgivable, awkward mix of blue- 
bloods and dislocated Jamaicans 
warps the rebellious passion of reggae 
into placid dinner music suitable for 
slurping expensive wine and grilling a 
cod down on the pier. 

Check out Entrain, “an eclectic 
party band, best known for their uplift- 
ing, positive-energy performances,” 
clad in shiny shirts and Afrocentric 
clothing whose “One Earth” was pub- 
lished on the environmentally-sound 
Dolphin Safe Records. This gentrified 
hippie crap makes me wanna puke 
every tuna salad sandwich I’ve ever 
eaten. An insulting collection like this is 
enough to make any self-respecting 
yuppie grab his latte on the way out 
the door and shuffle right out of the 
human race. @* —Dave JOHNSTON 
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Original gangster, unoriginal gangster 


Sexy Beast delivers 
the Brit-crime 
goods Gangster No. 
7 only dreams of 





ersonally, I’m not convinced 
p:: the influence of advertis- 

ing and music videos has done 
the modern cinema any 
favours. Long before 
a whole generation 
of filmmakers cut 
their teeth making mil- 
lions through MTV, movies had 
already discovered the marvels (and 
pitfalls) of rapid-fire cuts, elliptical 
editing, bold colour and the kitschy 
juxtaposition of sound and image. If 
anything, the majority of feature 
debuts by these directors (disregard- 
ing rare exceptions like Spike Jonze) 
have only proved how easy it is to 
sell a film that’s all style and no sub- 
stance. So what a relief it is to see 
something as genuinely refreshing as 
British video/advert director 
Jonathan Glazer’s remarkable first 
feature Sexy Beast. 

But then Glazer’s video résumé 
is in and of itself impressive, full of 
exceptionally original pieces for 
artists such as Radiohead (“Karma 
Police”) and UNKLE (“Rabbit in 
Your Headlights,” which featured 
French actor Denis Levant). Instead 
of simply vomiting up a whirlwind 






of as many kooky images as possi- 
ble, Glazer’s videos tend toward sub- 
tlety, intrigue and a smartly narrow 
focus. What he’s done with Sexy 
Beast is a natural progression of this 
aesthetic. Glazer and his frequent 
collaborator, cinematographer Ivan 
Bird, share a novel visual sense, yet 
instead of filming scenes from every 
angle, they'll choose two or three— 
Or sometimes even just one—and let 
the magnificent cast of actors, 
which include an 
extremely scary Ben 
Kingsley and the 
troubled, deeply 
sympathetic Ray Win- 
stone, work their magic. 

Perhaps one of the reasons I’m 
being so gushy about Sexy Beast is 
that the last genre of film I’m ready 
to be impressed by these days is the 
gangster flick. For better or for 
worse, guys as a general rule seem 
perpetually fixated on tales of vio- 
lence, crime and power, and the pre- 
dominance of men in the film 
industry has ensured that every 
decade brings with it a new crop of 
gangster flicks, of which only a cou- 
ple actually turn out to be relevant. 
The '90s, for instance, gave us the 
outrageous nihilist chic of Tarantino 
and the strange beauty and dry 
humour of Takeshi Kitano, but it 
also gave us countless lame imita- 
tors hardly worth mentioning. Sexy 
Beast, maybe because it’s such a 
beautifully simple film, joins Amores 
Perros (which I suppose only barely 


qualifies) as one of the few recent 
gangster flicks to bring something 
absolutely fresh to the genre. 


The lion in Pinter 


But Sexy Beast, ostensibly a tale of 
betrayal and larceny (the old “retired 
gangster pulled back in for one last 
job” yarn), is also more than a gang- 
ster flick. The story begins with an 
ominous freak occurrence and builds 
a shuddering, Pinteresque menace 
through immaculately crafted scenes 
of dialogue, faces, landscapes. Win- 
stone’s Gal is refreshingly mild-man- 
nered; he honestly just wants to relax 
and catch some rays on the Costa del 
Sol, where he lives in happy, quiet 
domesticity with his wife. But Kings- 
ley’s Don has made the flight from 
London to integrate Gal into his plan 
for an ingenious bank job—and he 
will not take no for an answer. 
Kingsley’s performance is a tri- 
umphant blending of classical train- 
ing and sheer visceral intensity. 
When he first appears—goateed, 
bald, wearing narrow pants and a 
crisp white shirt—the rigidity of his 
movements and unnatural force of 
his stride is enough to tell us he’s a 
little unhinged, but Kingsley only 
shows us gradually just what 
“unhinged” really means. He exudes 
absolute control, only to shatter 
that veneer with irrational but cun- 
ning fits of anger, and Winstone 
responds with a performance of 
impressive complexity and vulnera- 








Ben Kingsley discards all that “passive resistance” crap in Sexy Beast 


bility, willing neither to cower like a 
lapdog nor play the macho fool. 
The script, by Louis Mellis and 
David Scinto, is full of well-chosen 
words and moody character scenes 
of seething desperation. But 
thrillingly, what’s inserted between 
these scenes are some fantastic, por- 
tentous, often wordless dream 
sequences, and an hypnotic under- 
water section where revelations bub- 
ble to the surface like poorly buried 
secrets. Mellis and Scinto have 
dumped the juvenile aggression 
common to the genre and supplied 
a tension-filled story of adult con- 
cerns in which the characters’ sim- 
ple desires are easy to relate to, yet 
which retain the potential for sense- 
less, explosive violence to corrupt 
everything they hold dear in a flash. 


Looking out for No. 1 


Another new sample of the British 
gangster flick is the less satisfying 
Gangster No. 1—surprisingly less 
satisfying since it’s also partly the 
product of Mellis and Scinto, an 
adaptation of their play by screen- 
writer Johnny Ferguson. Like Sexy 
Beast, it deals with gangsters haunt- 
ed by their past, but this time on 
the far grander scale of Little Caesar 
or GoodFellas, with all the romanti- 
cism and reveling in sadism that 
implies. The film ultimately reveals 
itself to be about one man’s lifelong 
descent into madness, but very early 
on, the heart of the story gets 
obscured by routine plot mechanics 
and director Paul McGuigan’s over- 
abundant thirst for blood. 

We first meet the film’s protago- 
nist, who is referred to simply as 
Gangster, embodied by Malcolm 
McDowell, a middle-aged man well 
past his prime, sitting around a 
table with other old farts laughing 
at incomprehensible jokes. McDow- 
ell then goes on to narrate his biog- 
raphy, which begins in 1968 when 
the youthful Gangster (Paul Bettany, 
excellent) first hooks up with the 
infamous London crime lord Fred- 
die Mays (David Thewlis). Gangster 
clearly has his eyes set on Mays’s 
crown from the start, and waits 
patiently until an opportunity arises 
to usurp his boss in the ugliest, most 
efficient manner possible. 

Gangster is the quintessential 


Brit thug, a dandy/hood with an 
intense fear of the opposite sex, a 
fetish for tailored suits and a com. 
pulsion towards evil that far excee 
that of his peers. Bettany, brilliant 
evoking McDowell in A Clockwor 
Orange, cuts an intense gaze, a 
though he wants to rip apart fles 
with his eyes alone, and the mor 
he gets a taste for the old ultravio- 
lence the more we watch his grip on 
reality disintegrate—McGuigan 
films his flashbacks as though 
through shards of broken glass. 


s>S3 += & 





MediocreFellas 


For the first third or so of Gangster 
No. 1, McGuigan engages us with 
his firm grasp of style and taut pac- 
ing. But with the arrival of his first 
staple of the gangster flick, the 
interrogation scene, his overlong, 
indulgent exercises in pseudo-terror 
become increasingly tedious. 
McGuigan has obviously watched 
Get Carter and Nicolas Roeg’s films 
repeatedly and knows the kind of 
slickness he’s going for, but his 
homage runs away with him. It's 
almost become too easy to make 
these kind of films: you play the 
tight pop song, you shock us at just 
the right moment, you make the 
bad guys look cool and say witty 
things even when they’re being 
racist and sexist and we all get a 
quick, cheap thrill. But even Scors- 
ese himself evolved these tech- 
niques over time; by contrast, | 
couldn’t help but feel like 
McGuigan is just giving us a great- 
est-hits package. 

The film does draw to a decent 
conclusion, however. Few actors can 
be as convincingly loopy as McDow- 
ell, and as Gangster’s demons begin 
to catch up with him, we begin to 
sense what might have spurred Mel- 
lis and Scinto to write this little les- 
son in darkness in the first place. If 
only McGuigan sensed it too. © 





Starring Ray Winstone and Ben 
Kingsley * Opens Fri, June 29 





rected by Paul McGuigan ® Starring 
Malcolm McDowell, David Thewlis 
and Paul Bettany * Opens Fri, June 29 
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Baby Boy: infantz N the ‘hood 


Boyz semi-sequel 
shows Singleton’s 
style hasn't 
matured at all 


“BY JOSEF BRAUN 


at a frustrating mess of a 
movie John Singleton’s 
Baby Boy is. Frustrating 


because it boldly introduces a potent 
concept ripe for cine- 
matic dissection; 
messy because of its 
utter cowardice 
when it comes to deal- 
ing with that concept—or any of the 
concepts it piles on afterward in an 
attempt to obscure its shortcomings. 
Baby Boy, a sort-of-sequel to Single- 
ton’s 1991 debut Boyz N the Hood, 
finds Singleton the writer desperate- 
ly in need of some decent dramatur- 
gy, and Singleton the director 
indulging himself at a level that far 
exceeds his ability. What we have 
here is an overlong, unshaped and 
inconsistent work that appears to 
want to say something progressive 
about the contemporary African- 
American experience, but in fact per- 
petuates the dumbest racial 
stereotypes and ultimately feeds into 
mainstream white audiences’ hateful 
hunger for more images of tough 
black guys killing each other. 

Singleton misleads us from the 
get-go, Baby Boy’s first image is that 
of Jodi (Tyrese Gibson), fully-grown 
but snug in the warmth of his 
mother's womb. This is a metaphor, 
we are told, for the modern African- 
American male mama’s boy who 
evades life’s basic responsibilities 
through his charisma, physical 
beauty and sexual prowess. And the 
more we learn about Jodi, the more 
he is revealed as the living embodi- 
ment of this stereotype: an aston- 
ishingly gorgeous specimen of man 
who, at the tender age of 20, has 
already fathered two children by 
two different women while contin- 
uing to live in his mother Juanita’s 
house, mostly freeloading off all 
three so he can chase skirts or hire 
prostitutes. 


Cock of the walk 





At first, you feel like Singleton has 
captured a truthful, if uncommon, 
black persona in the lazy, oppor- 
tunistic Jodi; it’s not that hard to 
see how this guy can get away with 
taking advantage of women so eas- 
ily—he’s that charismatic and 
handsome (and, from all reports, 
well-endowed). Singleton makes 
Jodi such a sexist pig that he even 
‘Nserts a scene in which Jodi, while 
having sex with Yvette, the mother 
of his eldest child and his primary 
Source of affection and material 
800ds, gets off on telling her how 
she’s gonna clean up the kitchen 
real nice and make him some tacos 
after he’s done with her. By this 
Point, Jodi’s character has become 
SO Outrageous that I was really get- 
ting excited to see what Singleton 


was going:to do: with him: ‘But, to's + 





my shock, he does nothing. 

Instead, after about 90 redun- 
dant minutes depicting Jodi’s strug- 
gle (if you can call it that) with 
maturity, Singleton resorts to the 
same old weary ghetto-life bullshit. 
Baby Boy at first offers a refreshingly 
violence-free L.A. film with a pro- 
gressive agenda, but then, out of 
nowhere, Jodi starts polishing up 
his guns and planning a murder 
(albeit reluctantly). By the time the 
film’s résolution finally comes 
around and Jodi appar- 
ently grows up (a 
development Sin- 
gleton symbolizes 
via the hackneyed 
metaphor of Juanita’s garden), 
there’s no reason to think he’s 
learned anything besides the fact 
that he doesn’t want to be a gang- 
ster—a concern which didn’t exist 
for the film’s majority. 

There isn’t enough room here 
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to list all of Singleton’s plot holes 
and red herrings, but the subplot 
regarding Jodi’s mother and her 
new boyfriend is worth mention- 
ing because it contains two great 
performances. A.J. Johnson's 
Juanita is so delightfully spirited 
she invigorates every scene she’s 
in with a dose of optimism, and 
her performance is complemented 
by that of Ving Rhames as her 
boyfriend Melvin, an O.G. gone 
straight who wants to start a new 
life and tries to impart some of his 
wisdom upon his future stepson. 
Rhames suggests a complexity 
beyond the contrivances of his 
character and makes Singleton’s 
fits of scatological humour work 
well (particularly in the scene 
where Melvin has intercourse with 
Juanita while hopping around her 
bedroom like a frog!). 

There’s a whole generation of 
young black filmmakers out there 


spas 
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who, with varying 
degrees of success, are 
saying something 
about the proximities 
of race, poverty and 
violence. If they want 
to say anything about 
sexism, however, 
they’re going to have 
to work a lot harder to 
imbue their black 
heroes with some real 
vulnerability and ask 
them some much more 
difficult questions than 
Singleton seems willing 
to pose. 


Baby Boy 

Directed by John 
Singleton © Starring 
Tyrese Gibson, Taraji P. 
Henson and A.] 
Johnson ¢ 

Opens Fri, June 29 


MALCOLM McDOWELL 


Baby, it’s cold outside: Omar Gooding and Tyrese 
Gibson in Baby Boy 





DAVID THEWLIS PAUL BETTANY 


GANGSTER NO.1 


A PAUL McGUIG 


AN FIL 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 
STARTS FRIDAY! 





JULY 4, 2001 °- BF 


@ VUE WEEKLY * JUNE 28 - JULY 4, 2001 = im { RA} 





A.l.: Artificial lntelligaice 0, - 
Haley Joel Osment, Jude Law, William 
Hurt and Frances O’Connor star in Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind writer-direc- 
tor Steven Spielberg's science fiction film 
about an extremely lifelike boy robot on 
a quest to become something more than 
a mere machine. Based on a short story 
by Brian Aldiss. 


The Anniversary Party (P) 

Mr Kevin Kline, Gwyneth Paltrow, 
WS jane Adams and John C. Reilly star 
in writer-director-actors Jennifer Jason 
Leigh and Alan Cumming’s ensemble 
comedy-drama about an actress and a 
novelist who throw an ill-fated party to 
celebrate the sixth anniversary of their 
troubled marriage. 


Baby Boy (CO) Tyrese Gibson, Ving 
Rhames, Tamara LaSeon Bass and 
Snoop Dogg star in writer-director John 
Singleton’s “companion piece” to his 
1991 hit Boyz N the Hood, the story of 
an unemployed young black father who 
seems unable to accept responsibility 
for his life. 


Bells Are Ringing (EFS) Judy Holliday, 
Dean Martin and Jean Stapleton star in 
Gigi director Vincente Minnelli’s sprightly 
1960 musical about an answering-serv- 
ice employee who can’t resist meddling 
in her clients’ lives. With songs by Betty 
Comden, Adolph Green and Jule Styne. 
Provincial Museum Auditorium; 102 Ave & 
128 St; Mon, July 2, 8pm 


Cats and Dogs (CO, FP) Jeff Goldblum, 
Elizabeth Perkins and the voices of Alec 
Baldwin, Tobey Maguire, Sean Hays and 
Susan Sarandon are featured in Antz co- 
director Larry Guterman’s talking-ani- 
mals comedy about a young pup who 
winds up playing a key role in a secret 
global war between cats and dogs 
(Opens Wed, July 4) 

crazy/beautiful (CO, FP) Kirsten 
Dunst, Jay Hernandez and Bruce Davison 
star in director John Stockwell’s provoca- 
tive romantic drama about a poor Latino 
boy who endangers his future by falling 
in love with a free-spirited but troubled 
girl from an affluent family. 


Gangster No. 1 (CO) Paul Bettany, 


David Thewlis and Malcolm McDowell 
star in The Acid House director Paul 


GARNEAU 
theatre 


$712 - 109 Street - 433-0728 
VISIT US AT http://garneau.worldgate.ca for our weekly FREE TICKET draws. 


McGuigan’s violent crime movie about 
a young gangster in late-’60s London 
who moves from idolizing his stylish, 
successful boss to plotting to take over 
the gang himself. 


Possible Worlds (M) Tom 
McCamus, Tilda Swinton and 
gl Sean McCann star in Le Confes- 
sional director Robert Lepage’s uncon- 
ventionally structured murder 
mystery/domestic drama that takes 
place simultaneously in a series of paral 
lel realities. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Fri- 
Mon, June 29-July 2, 7 and 9pm 


Scary Movie 2 (CO, FP) Anna Faris, 
Shawn Wayans, Marlon Wayans, David 
Cross and James Woods star in director 
Keenen Ivory Wayans’s sequel to his hit 
2000 comedy Scary Movie, featuring 
scatological spoofs of famous haunted- 
house and Satanic-possession horror 
flicks. (Opens Wed, July 4) 


Sexy Beast (GA) Ben Kingsley, 
Beg Ray Winstone and Amanda Red- 
GS man star in director Jonathan 
Glazer’s acclaimed, Pinteresque crime 
drama about a retired ex-con who is 
coerced into leaving his slothful lifestyle 
in a Spanish villa and pulling one last 


heist by a violent, unpredictable, but 
very persuasive former colleague. 


“FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


Amores Perros (P) Vanessa 

Merl Bauche, Gael Garcia Bernal and 
AS Emilio Echevarria star in director 
Alejandro Gonzalez |farritu’s spectacular 
debut feature, which tells three inter- 
locking stories set in Mexico City involv- 
ing love, crime and people’s 
relationships with their dogs. In Spanish 
with English subtitles. 


The Animal (CO) Rob Schneider, 
Colleen Haskell and Ed Asner star in 
director Luke Greenfield’s slapstick come- 
dy about a bumbling police cadet who 
experiences some bizarre side effects 
after a mad scientist transplants various 
animal organs into his body. 


Atlantis: The Lost Empire (CO, FP) 
The voices of Michael }. Fox, James Gar- 
ner, Claudia Christian and Mark Hamill 
are featured in Beauty and the Beast co- 
directors Gary Trousdale and Kirk Wise’s 
animated adventure about a young turn- 


SEXY BEAST 
Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:00 pm 
ca eee 


of-the-century explorer who embarks 
upon a submarine mission to find the 
lost city of Atlantis. 


Bridget Jones's Diary (CO) Renée Zell- 
weger, Hugh Grant and Colin Firth star 
in director Sharon Maguire's film version 
of Helen Fielding’s popular novel about 
the romantic misadventures of a neurot- 
ic, weight-obsessed, klutzy London “sin- 
gleton.” Screenplay by Notting Hill writer 
Richard Curtis. 


CyberWorld (SC) The voices of Jenna 
Elfman, Matt Frewer and Dave Foley are 
featured in this collection of computer- 
animated short films (including seg- 
ments from The Simpsons and Antz), 
presented in the 3-D IMAX format. 


Dr. Dolittle 2 (CO) Eddie Murphy 
and the voices of Norm MacDonald, 
Lisa Kudrow and Michael Rapaport 
are featured in Next Friday director 
Steve Carr’s sequel to the 1998 com- 
edy hit about a mild-mannered vet- 
erinarian with the ability to 
communicate with animals. 


Evolution (CO, FP) David Duchovny, 
Julianne Moore and Orlando Jones star in 
Twins director Ivan Reitman’s effects- 
heavy comedy about a team of scientists 
who must figure out how to defeat a 
rapidly evolving alien life form that has 
crashed to Earth inside a meteorite. 


The Fast and the Furious (CO, FP) Vin 
Diesel, Paul Walker and Jordana Brewster 
star in The Skulls director Rob Cohen's 
action movie about L.A. youth gangs 
who get their kicks adapting sports cars 
into high-performance muscle cars and 
pitting them against each other in illegal 
late-night races. 


Haunted Castle (SC) Alien Adventure 
director Ben Stassen’s computer-animat- 
ed 3-D IMAX film that follows a rock 
musician's journey through a creepy 
mansion. 


Into the Deep (SC) Kate Nelligan nar- 
rates director Howard Hall’s 3-D IMAX 
documentary about the beautiful under- 
sea world that exists just off the coast of 
southern California. 


Ca) A Knight's Tale (CO) Heath 
Perr Ledger, Rufus Sewell and Shannyn 
WS Sossamon star in Payback writer- 
director Brian Helgeland’s crowd-pleas- 
ing action movie about a young peasant 
who disguises himself as a nobleman in 
order to compete in a series of jousting 
tournaments. 


ERA CONE Tae 10233 Jasper Ave. 428-1307 
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passes. 
1:00 4:00 7:00 10:00 
WESTMOUNT 
THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS (14A) 
1:15 4:15 7:20 9:50 


AL: ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (14A) 
No passes. 
12:45 3:45 7:00 10:10 


LARA CROFT:TOMB RAIDER (PG) 
Not suitable for younger children. 
1:00 3:30 7:10 9:35 


SHREK (PG) 
12:30 2:30 4:30 6:45.9:00 


GATEWAY 8 29 Ave. Calgary Trail __434-4977 


[11 Ave. Groat Rd 455-8716 


A.l.; ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (14A) 


Lara Croft: Tomb Raider (CO, FP) 
Angelina Jolie plays continent-hopping, 
thrill-seeking shorts-wearing, long-braid- 
ed adventurer Lara Croft in The General's 
Daughter director Simon West's action 
flick based on the popular series of 
videogames. 


Moulin Rouge (CO, FP) Nicole Kidman, 
Ewan MacGregor, Jim Broadbent and 
John Leguizamo star in William Shake- 
speare’s Romeo and Juliet director Baz 
Luhrmann’s visually opulent, willfully 
anachronistic musical, set in 1899 Mont- 
martre, about a young poet whose pas- 
sion for a beautiful courtesan is thwarted 
by her wealthy lover. 


The Mummy Returns (CO) Brendan 
Fraser, Rachel Weisz, Patricia Velazquez 
and Arnold Vosloo star in writer-director 
Stephen Sommers’s sequel to his 1999 
hit The Mummy, in which the remains of 
Imhotep and his lover Anck-su-Numam 
are brought back to life when they are 
exhibited at a London museum. 


Pearl Harbor (CO, FP) Ben Affleck, Josh 
Hartnett and Kate Beckinsale star in 
Armageddon director Michael Bay’s 
megabudgeted war epic which sets a 
love triangle involving two aviators and a 
nurse against the backdrop of the infa- 


No passes. Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 4:00 7:30 10:45 
Wed Thu 4:00 7:30 10:40 THX Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 
12:00 1:00 3:30 4:30 7:00 8:00 10:20 11:10 

Wed Thu 12:00 1:00 3:30 4:30 7:00 8:00 10:20 | 1:00 


ATLANTIS: THE LOST EMPIRE (PG) 
THX 12:10 2:20 4:45 7:10 9:35 


| CATS AND DOGS (G) 
THX Wed Thu 12:20 2:40 4:40 6:50 9:00 


| CRAZY/BEAUTIFUL (14A) 
| THX 1:15 4:15 7:15 10:15 


CYBERWORLD (PG) IMAX 3D. 12:00 pm 
THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS (1 4A) 

| No passes, THX Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 1:10 2:00 4:10 
5:00 7:10 8:10 10:00 11:00 

| Wed Thu 1:10 2:00 4:10 5:00 7:10 8:10 10:10.10:55 


HAUNTED CASTLE (PG) 
Not suitable for younger children. 2:15 


| INTO THE DEEP (G) IMAX 3D. 1:15 


LARA CROFT: TOMB RAIDER (PG) 

Not suitable for younger children, THX Fri Sat Sun 
| Mon Tue 1:30 4:40 5:30 7:40 8:15 10:40 [1:15 

Wed Thu 1:30 4:20 7:20 10:00 


No passes. 12:45 1:15 3:45 4:15 7:00 7:20 10:00 10:20 | MOULIN ROUGE (PG) Suggestive scenes. 


ATLANTIS: THE LOST EMPIRE (PG) 
12:30 1:30 2:45 4:00 5:00 7:15 9:40 


CRAZY/BEAUTIFUL (14A) 2:00 4:45 7:30 9:50 


EVOLUTION (PG) Coarse language, frightening 
scenes. 1:00 3:30 6:55 9:20 


LARA CROFT: TOMB RAIDER (PG) 
Not suitable for younger children. 
145 4:30 7:10 7:40 9:30 10:15 


SWORDFISH (18A) 12:45 3:15 6:50 9:15 


| THX Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 12:40 3:40 7:20 10:10 


PEARL HARBOR (PG) Violent scenes. 
| THX 12:30 4:15 8:30 


| SCARY MOVIE 2 (STC) 
| THX Wed Thu 12:45 3:00 5:30 7:45 10:10 


| | SHREK (PG) THX Fri Sat Sun Mon 12:15 12:45 2:30 
3:00 5:10 7:45 9:50 Tue 12:15 12:45. 2:30 3:00 5:10 7:45 
| Wed Thu 12:15 2:30 5:10 7:45 9:50 


SWORDFISH (18A) THX Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 1:50 


4:50 7:50 10:50 Wed Thu 1:50 4:50 7:50 10:45 





Jude Law is so impossibly 
fefefele bi (ole) diate Mula Malelanielgo] gts 
ing that most directors seem 
reluctant to even cast him.as 
anything less than almost 
mystically perfect characters— 
characters to perfect that 
more often than not, they're 
not even human. In The Tal= 
ented Mr. Ripley, he was the 
living embodiment of wealth; 
privilege and style whose life 
the inferior Matt Damon 
yearned to usurp. In Gattaca, 
he played the pinnacle of 
futuristic genetic engineering, 
whose life the inferior Ethan 
Hawke yearned to usurp. And 
in Steven Spielberg's strange, 
moody new sci-fi drama A. 
Artificial Intelligence, he 
plays a robot gigolo whose 
only flaws are the strangely 
synthetic texture of his skin 
ETaloMaat-ih lobe lol Mui -tele le) if 
brown plastic he sports 
instead of hair. 





mous 1941 Japanese attack on a Hawai- 
ian naval base. 


Shrek (CO, FP) The voices of 
Mike Myers, Eddie Murphy, 
WS ~Cameron Diaz and John Lithgow 
are featured in this irreverent computer- 
animated fairytale spoof about a 
grumpy ogre who is hired by a despotic 


king to save a princess from a fire- 
breathing dragon. 


Swordfish (CO, FP) John Travolta, 
Hugh Jackman, Halle Berry and Don 
Cheadle star in Gone in 60 Seconds 
director Dominic Sena’s action flick 
about an international spy who is hired 
by the CIA to coerce a brilliant comput- 
er hacker into stealing a fortune in 
unused government funds. 


CO: Cineplex Odeon, 444-5468 
EFS: Edmonton Film Society, 439-5285 
FP: Famous Players 
GA: Garneau Theatre, 433-0728 
M: Metro Cinema, 425-9212 
P: Princess Theatre, 433-0728 
SC: SilverCity IMAX, Famous Players 

; WEM 484-8581 


The Anniversary Party 
Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:15 pm 
Sat & Mon Matinees @ 2:00 pm 
© 14A (coarse language) * 
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When worlds collude 


Possible Worlds is a 
sublime, playful 
mixture of 
philosophy and film 





at's often alienating about 
contemporary spirituality is 
its limited range of knowl- 
edge and lack of interest in true cross- 
cultural human experience; the result 
is often a sort of elitist, self-congratu- 
latory division of East and West, mys- 
tic and material. Sometimes the most 
seemingly liberal purveyors of mod- 
ern ideas are the same ones who most 
fervently extinguish our imagination, 
who fail to indulge the mind in prob- 
ing a wider range of possibilities. And 
then, along comes someone like 
Canadian playwright 
John Mighton, a 
guy with a Ph.D. in 
math, of all things, 
who allows art to restore 
our potential for inspired dream by 
musing upon the deceptive and frag- 
ile constraints of identity. 

Mighton is the screenwriter of 
Robert Lepage’s Possible Worlds, 
based on Mighton’s Governor-Gener- 
al's Award-winning stage play. Having 
been aware of Mighton’s highbrow 
academic background and Lepage’s 
preoccupation with the philosophi- 
cal, ] was expecting a film of tantaliz- 
ing intellectual playfulness. What I 
was not expecting was Mighton’s 
impressive narrative craftsmanship 
and deeply humanist, sometimes 
even sentimental undertones. Possible 
Worlds is a story that allows the view- 
er to swim in an ocean of wonder, 
but which needs to be absorbed and 
digested as much as analyzed. 

Think of Possible Worlds as a 
Borges story with a heart (plus a plot 
device that seems inspired by the sto- 
ties of Ursula K. LeGuin and Philip K. 
Dick). There are two threads to its 
narrative: one follows a police inves- 
tigation into a series of murders in 


AMORES PERROS 
Sat & Naor Natnoes 82:15 pm 


Ende tturncihiy? 





Tilda Swinton and Tom McCamus ponder their possibilities in Possible Worlds 


which the victims’ brains have been 
seamlessly removed (an idea that’s 
fun once you accept how implausible 
it is); in the other, George Barber 
(Tom McCamus), a quiet, hyper- 
intelligent broker, wanders through 
an elliptical, dreamlike 
landscape and tries 
to make sense of 
the surreal shifts in 
the fabric of his reality. 
The sole constant in George's jour- 
ney is Joyce (Tilda Swinton); in some 
moments, she’s just a diner in a cafe- 
teria, in others, a new lover, in others 
still a wife. Joyce appears in every 
variation George ever imagined her 
as, but whether a companion or a 
stranger, she is the magnet for his 
desire for solace. 


The water method man 


My primary reservation about Possi- 
ble Worlds’ transformation from 
stage to screen is that, given the nec- 
essary increase in visual information, 
the film unavoidably gives away too 
much too soon—yet I can’t deny 
that Lepage gives it away in the most 
brilliant manner possible. Water, as 
in much of Lepage’s work, plays a 
highly significant role, and Jonathan 
Freeman’s cinematography flows 
with cool, rich blues informed by 
luminous shots of foaming ocean 
tides. Lepage and Freeman create a 
series of consistently remarkable 





transitions in which matter becomes 
liquid, or vice versa. 

However flawed some of the cast- 
ing in the supporting roles (Sean 
McCann is hammy and a bit pre- 
cious as the detective; Gabriel Gas- 
con is just too obviously cracked as 
Dr. Kleber), the two leads are nothing 
less than sublime. McCamus evokes 
such helplessness in his face and dis- 
creet gestures; we see him trying to 
discern between illusion and reality 
and we understand his confusion 
perfectly. As she proved in Orlando, 
Swinton is the ideal changeling, 
shifting from stern to warm, from 
homely to beautiful, from wise to 
weary, all the while maintaining an 
elusive consistency, a germ of the 
recognizable, a certain vibration in 
her voice that gives her away. 

Possible Worlds is many things: a 
philosophical film, a suspense thriller, 
and, as Lepage so deftly describes it, 
“a cubist love story.” In at least two of 
those three respects, it’s absolutely 
visionary. The film may not possess 
the same crystalline perfection of the 
play, but it comes damn close and 
offers a respectful and glorious visual 
interpretation in exchange. O 


ee é Possible Worlds 
Directed by Robert Lepage ¢ Starring 
Tom McCamus and Tilda Swinton « 
Zeidler Hall, The Citadel ¢ Fri-Mon, 
June 29-July 2, 7 and 9pm * Metro 
Cinema * 425-9212 


Alternat ve Video Spot 


(also on DVD) 


UNBREAKABLE 
(also on DVD) 


PANIC 


DUDE, WHERE'S MY CAR? 
Se on Thaw 


" YO}IMBO 


DOGMA: SPECIAL EDITION 
2 DISC SET 


NOVEMBER MOON 


FRANZ KAFKA'S 
IT'SA WONDERFUL LIFE 


DUMBARTON BI BRIDGE 





NAQVIES 12 


CINEMA CITY 12 


SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


FRI, JUNE 29 
WHAT'S THE WORST THAT COULD HAPPEN? (1 4A) 
Daily 1135 155 735 10:15 Midmgbt Fr Sat only 1235 
ANGELS EYES (14A) Daily 11:50 725 740 10-05 
Midnight Fri Sat only 12:15 
THE TAYLOR OF PANAMA (14A) Coarse language and semal contest 
Daily 11245 2:00 4:25 7:20 945 Medoight Fri Sat oby 12:05 
THE TRUMPET OF THE SWAN (G) 
Daily 12:05 215 615 
CROCODILE DUNDEE IN LA. (PG) 
Daly 11:20 1:50 7:10 9:25 Midnight Fri Sat only U1:55 
DRIVEN (PG) 
Daily H1:10 145 7:20 (0:00 Midnight Fri Sat only 1230 
JOE DIRT (PG) Crude cooteot 
Daily 11-30 1:30 7:25 935 Midnight Fri Sar only 11:50 


~ THU, JULY 5, 2001 


JOSIE AND THE PUSSYCATS (PG) 

Daly £00 1010 Midnight fri Sat only 12:40 

ENEMY AT THE GATES (14A) Graphic war violence 
Dally 11:00 1:40 7.05 9:50 Midnight Fri Sat only 1225 
CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON (PG) 
Daity 11:25 20S TS FAS Madaighe Fri Sat oly 12:15 
SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PG) Coarse language 
Daily 11:40 210 7400 930 Mideighr Fri Sat only 12:00 
THE MEXICAN (14A) Coarse language 

Daily 11:05 1:35 655 940 Midnight Fri Sat only (2:20 
HEARTBREAKERS (144) 
Daly T5955 Midnight Fri Sar 
RECESS: SCHOOL'S OUT (G) 
Daly 11:15 1:15 S15 


only 12:25 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 


TALKING MOVIE 
LISTINGS 
444-5468 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Showtimes for Friday JUNE 29 to Thursday JULY 5, 2001 


EATON CENTRE € ae! 
fi, 1020 42 


Crude content DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 4.20 
ATLANTIS: THE LOST EMPIRE PG 


DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 1.20 3.50 6.35 9.10 Wed-Thu 1.20 3.40 


BABY BOY 184 
DTS Digital. Daily 12.40 3.30 7.00 9.50 

CATS AND DOGS c 

DTS Digital. No passes. 

Wed-Thu 12.50 3.00 5.10 7.20 9.30 
CRAZY/BEAUTIFUL 140 
DTS Digital. Daily 12.30 2.50 5.20 7.30 9.40 

DR. DOLITTLE 2 PG 
DTS Digital. No passes. Fri-Tue 1.10 3.20 5.40 7.40 
9.45 Wed-Thu 1.30 4.20 6.40 9.00 

EVOLUTION PG 
Coarse language, frightening scenes 

DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 9.00 

THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS 4A 
No passes. THX Daily 1.00 4.00 7.10 10.00 


LARA CROFT: TOMB RAIDER PG 


Not suitable for younger children. DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 
12.50 3.10 5.30 7.50 10.10 Wed-Thu 1.50 4.10 7.50 10.10 


MOULIN ROUGE PG 
Suggestive scenes. DTS Digital 
Fri-Tue 12.45 3.40 6.30 9.30 Wed-Thu 6.50 9.10 


SCARY MOVIE 2 stc 
DTS Digital. No passes. 
Wed-Thu 1.10 3.20 5.30 7.40 9.45 


SHREK PG 
DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 1.40 4.10 6.40 Wed-Thu 1.40 3.50 


SWORDFISH 8A 
DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 1.30 6.50 9.20 Wed-Thu 6.30 9.20 


WEST MALL 8 

West Edmonton Mall, Phase Ill Entrance 2__ 444-1829 
OTS Digital. Daily 240 6.30 9.20 

THE ANIMAL PG 


Crude content. DTS Digital. Daily 2.00 4.00 6.40 9.00 


BABY BOY 18a 
DTS Digital. Daily 1.40 4.30 7.10 9.50 


BRIDGET JONES'S DIARY 
Coarse language. Dally 2.20 5.00 7.30 9.40 


DR. DOLITTLE 2 PG 
OTS Digital. No passes. On 2 screens. 
Daily 1.30 2.30 3.35 4.50 5.40 7,00 7.45 9.10 10,10 


GANGSTER NO. | R 
DTS Digital. Daily 2.10 4.20 6.50 9.30 


THE MUMMY RETURNS 

Frightening scenes. Daily 1.50 4.40 7.20 10. oo” 
SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 STREET 436-8585 


OTS Digital. Fri-Tue 12.30 3.15 7.15 10.15 
Wed-Thu 3.15 10.15 


THE ANIMAL 


PG 
Crude content DTS Digital. Daily 1.50 4.20 7.45 10.20 


BABY BOY 
DTS Digital. Daily 12,50 3.30 650 9.50 


BRIDGET JONES'S DIARY 
Coarse language. DTS Digital. Fri-Tue |.15 3.45 6.45 
9.15 Wed-Thu 1.15 6.45 


CATS AND DOGS SG 
No passes. THX Wed-Thu 12.30 2.45 4.55 7.15 9.15 
DTS Digital. Wed-Thu 1.35 3.45 6. is 8.20 10.25 


DR. DOLITTLE 2 PG 
No passes. THX Fri-Tue 1.20 3.40 6.30 9.10 DTS 
Digital. Fri-Tue 12.20 2.40 5.00 7.30 


THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS 4a 
No passes. On 2 screens. THX Daily 12.10 1.10 2.50 
3.50 5.30 7.00 8.10 9.40 10.40 


Rou ROUGE 

‘Suggestive scenes. DTS Digital Wed 1.30 4309 720 
10.10 Thu 1.30 4.30 10, io 
On 2 screens. Fri-Tue 1.30 4.30 6.40 7.20 9.20 10.10 


THE MUMMY RETURNS 
Frightening scenes. DTS Digital. 
Fri-Tue 1.45 4.40 7.40 10.30 


PEARL HARBOR PG 
Violent scenes. THX Fri-Tue 12.00 4.00 8.00 DTS 
On 2 screens, Fri-Tue 1.00 2.00 5.10 6.15 9.00 9.45 
Wed-Thu 12.00 1.00 4.00 5.10 8.00 9.00 


SCARY MOVIE 2 
No passes. THX Wed-Thu 2.00 4.10 6.20 
OTS Digital. Wed-Thu 12.45 3.00 5.20 


SHREK PG 

OTS |. On 3 screens. Fri-Tue 12.15 12.40 1.40 
alt 4.10 4.50 5.40 7.10 7.50 9.30 10.00. 

SE ee 12.15 12.40 2.30 3.20 4.50 


Thu 10.00 


stc 
8.30 10.45 
7.25 9.45 


9.35 On 2 screens. 
Wed-Thu 12.20 1.20 2.40 3.40 5.00 6.30 7.30 9.10 9.35 


CLAREVIEW TOWN CENTRE 
wil 1-139th Avenue 472-7600 


Crude content 
DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 12.40 3.00 5.05, 7.30 


A.l: ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 14A 
DTS Digital. No passes. On 2 screens 

Fri-Tue 12.25 1.00 3.30 4.00 6.30 7.00 9.30 10.00 
Wed-Thu |.00 3.30 4.00 6.30 7.00 9.30 10,00 


ATLANTIS: THE LOST EMPIRE PG 
DTS Digital. Daily 12.20 2.40 4.55 7.10 9.20 


BABY BOY 18A 
DTS Digital. Daily 12.50, 3.40 6.50 9.40 


CATS AND DOGS G 
DTS Digital. No passes. 
Wed-Thu 12.15 2.35 4.35 6.40 9.10 


DR. DOLITTLE 2 PG 
DTS Digital. No passes. Daily 12,00 2.20 4.20 7.20 9.25 


THE FASTANDTHE FURIOUS 14A 
DTS Digital. No passes. Dally |.10 3.50 7.10 9.50 
LARA CROFT: TOMB RAIDER PG 


Not suitable for younger children: 
DTS Digital. Daily 12.10 230 4.45 7.15 10.10 


PEARL HARBOR PG 
Violent scenes. 
DTS Digital. Daily 12.30 4.30 8.30 


SCARY MOVIE 2 
DTS Digital. No passes 
Wed-Thu 12.40 3.00 5.05, 7,30, 9.45 


SHREK PG 
DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 12.15 2.35 4.35 6.40 
Wed-Thu 12.25 


SWORDFISH 
DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 9.45 


CINEVALUE PRICING AT THESE THEATRES! 


WESTMAL! 
ASE 1, ENTRANCE 44 


ANGEL EYES 
Daily 2.30 4.50 7,00 9.45 


CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON 
Violent scenes. Daily |.45 4.15 6.45 9.30 


CROCODILE DUNDEE IN LOS ANGELES 
Daily 2.20 4.40 7.30 10.10 


DRIVEN 
Daily 2.10 4.30 7.15 10,00 


ENEMY AT THE GATES 
Graphic war violence. Daily 240 630 


© BROTHER, WHERE ARTTHOU? PG 
Daily 9.15 


TRAFFIC 14a 
Coarse language, drug use. Daily 2.00 5,00'9.00 


VILLAGE TREE CINEMAS 
Gervais Rd. St. Albert Trail St. Albert 459-1848 
KNIGH ‘ 


Fri Tue-Thu 3.30 6.30 9.15 Sat-Mon 1230 3.30 6309.15 


THE ANIMAL PG 
Fri Tue 4.15 7.00 9.15 Sat-Mon 1.30 4.15 7.00 9.15 


ATLANTIS: THE LOST EMPIRE PG 
Wed-Thu 5.00 7.15 9.30 On 2 screens. 
Fri Tue 5.00 7.15 9.30 Sat-Mon 12.30 2.45 5.00 7.15 9.30 


BRIDGET JONES'S DIARY 14a 
Coarse language. Fri Tue 3.45 6.45 9.00 
Sat-Mon 1.15 3.45 6.45 9,00 


CATS AND DOGS 
Nopacses On 2 seveenn Wed-thu 345 G45 00" 


‘CRAZY/BEAUTIFUL 14A 
On 2 screens. Fri Tue-Thu 4.30 7.30 9.45 
Sat-Mon 1.45 4.30 7.30 9.45 


MOULIN ROUGE 
Suggestive scenes, Fri Tue-Thu 4.00 6.45 9.30 
Sat-Mon 12.45 4.00 6.45 9.30 


THE MUMMY RETURNS 
Frightening scenes. Fri Tue-Thu 4.00 7.00 9.45 
Sat-Mon 1.00 4.00 7,00 9.45 


SCARY MOVIE 2 sTc 
No passes. On 2 screens. Wed-Thu 4,30 7.30 10.00 


SHREK PG 
On 2 screens. Fri Tue 3.30 4.15 6.30 7.00 9.00 9.15 
Sat-Mon 1.00 1.30 3,30 4.15, 6.30 7.00 9.00 9.15 
Wed-Thu 3.30 4.15 6.30 7.00 9,00 


SWORDFISH 18A 
Fri Tue 4.30 7.30 10.00 
Sat-Mon 2.00 4.30 7.30 10,00 Wed-Thu 10.00 
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It’s our Party and we'll cry if we want to 





Don’t knock 

Leigh and Cumming 

for making 

Anniversary Party 
BY JOSEF BRAUN — 


eS 






‘os 





etting on the theory that, in 
B:: realm of actors-turned- 
auteurs, two like-minded 
heads are better than one, indie 
stars Jennifer Jason 
Leigh and Alan 
Cumming decided 
to make their writ- 
ing-directing debut as a 
duo. The result is The Anniversary 
Party, a shot-on-digital, low-budget 
quickie about one tumultuous night 
in the generally tumultuous mar- 
riage of Joe (Cumming) and Sally 
(Leigh, minus any strange vocal 
affectations for once). Joe is a British 
novelist; Sally an American film 
actress. The couple resides in a 
somewhat secluded, ritzy bungalow 
in the Hollywood Hills, and it’s 
there that the film unfolds as they 
invite their friends and neighbours 
(played by Leigh and Cumming’s 
real-life actor friends) over for their 
sixth anniversary party. 
The Anniversary Party opens in 
Edmonton after receiving largely 





unfriendly, sometimes downright _ 
“hostile reviews from the critics in 


the major centres, a response that I 
believe unfairly overshadows this 
very modest film’s merits. The film- 
makers (who starred together in the 
recent Broadway run of Cabaret) 
were accused of the most flagrant 
kind of artsy-fartsy masturbation, of 
having an incestuous little party 
with all their most famous, hippest 
pals and daring to call it art. And 
despite the fact that the film was 
shot (quite nicely and 
understatedly) by 
the highly compe- 
tent John Bailey, 
the critics have pooh- 
poohed the film for its exploitation 
of digital technology. (You would 
think that if someone didn’t like the 
film, they would at least be happy it 
was made cheaply.) 

Personally, I don’t read tabloids 
and | don’t watch Entertainment 
Tonight, so I don’t give a shit who's 
in love with who, who's sleeping 
with who, who’s kissing whose ass, 
et cetera, et cetera. And if the film 
was easier to get made because 
Leigh and Cumming are already 
famous, well, bully for them. The 
Anniversary Party is a simple film 
whose creators found their material 
by sticking to what they know best: 
being artists. If Leigh and Cumming 


know anything about making a 
good film, they know acting, and 
they’ve made a character-driven 
film that’s a showcase for their 
actors—for the most part, highly 
watchable and talented actors, such 
as the wonderful John C. Reilly 
(who has one of the funniest 
drowning scenes ever), Happiness’ 
twitchy Jane Adams, “indie queen” 
Parker Posey and—dare J acknowl- 
edge her—Gwyneth Paltrow, who, 
more than any other A-list Holly- 
wood actress, knows how to pick 
interesting projects from both the 
mainstream and offbeat worlds. 


Hold on, I'm Cumming 


The Anniversary Party offers no great 
revelations and is devoid of forced 
catharsis. As with any party, the 
characters come and go at random, 
yet despite some very uncomfort- 
able moments, many stick around 
for the long haul, as though they 
were trapped in an updated version 
of Bunuel’s The Exterminating Angel 
or, like me, were simply too curious 
to see what would happen next. Not 
all of it works, and there is one 
moment of melodrama in which 
Cumming and Leigh indulging in 
some diva hysterics that feels a little 
forced. But once you've settled into 
the intimate, claustrophobic and 





Actors-turned-auteurs Jennifer Jason Leigh and Alan Cumming on the set of 


The Anniversary Party 


sometimes catty world of the film 
and have made yourself at home 
amongst its cast of all-too-recogniza- 
ble neurotics, the film radiates an 
admirable, naturalistic playfulness 
and a wonderfully nasty humour. 
Like any home movie, it’s partly 
ugly, partly juicy and occasionally 
hilarious. I suppose it might feel 
icky to some to see what might 
appear to be a bunch of wealthy 
wannabe-boho actors scratching 





each other’s backs, but I was thor- 

oughly charmed by much of The 

Anniversary Party, a film that’s proba- 
bly the closest thing to a Chekhov : 
play this generation has. © : 
Directed by Jennifer Jason Leigh and 
Alan Cumming ® Starring Leigh, 
Cumming, Gwyneth Paltrow, Jennifer 
Beals and John C. Reilly « 
Opens Fri, June 29 








Take a summer Holliday 


Bells Are Ringing 
opens EFS series of 
classic Hollywood 
musicals 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


udy Holliday’s very first job in 
J: theatre was as a backstage 

sWitchboard operator for Orson 
Welles’s Mercury Theater—a job that 
must have prepared her well for her 
final film role as a lovable meddler 
who works for a New York City tele- 
phone answering serv- 
ice, memorably 
named “Susanswer- 
phone,” in the 1960 
musical Bells Are 
Ringing. On the other hand, docu- 
mentary-like accuracy about the 
operation of a telephone switchboard 
is probably the last thing audiences 
were looking for in this breezy film, 
which on July 2 kicks off the Edmon- 
ton Film Society’s summer screening 
series, a grab bag of Hollywood musi- 
cals from the golden age of big- 
screen song-and-dance performers. 

Bells Are Ringing was the last 
musical to be made at MGM under 
the guidance of producer Arthur 
Freed, whose legendary “Freed unit” 
was responsible for nearly every 
classic musical of the ‘40s and ‘50s, 
from Singin’ in the Rain to Meet Me in 
St. Louis to Gigi to On the Town. Bells 
Are Ringing is nowhere near the film 
landmark any of those titles were; 
director Vincente Minnelli’s unusu- 
ally static camerawork and stagy 


choreography seem to indicate that 
he was less interested in reinventing 
this material for the screen than in 
simply preserving Holliday’s famed 
Broadway performance. 

The storyline is pretty thin—the 
gimmick is that Holliday’s character 
is hopelessly shy and awkward when 
she meets men face to face, but 
when she talks to them over the 
telephone, she instantly understands 
what is missing in their lives and 
then secretly arranges to provide it 
for them. Her favourite client is Jef- 
frey Moss (Dean Martin), a play- 
wright who has suffered from 

crippling writer’s block 

ever since his one- 

time writing part- 

ner left him, and 

who now spends his 

days drinking and avoiding the type- 

writer. Holliday is secretly in love 

with him, but since Martin, who’s 

never seen her in person, believes 

she’s a sweet old lady he’s nick- 

named “Mom,” their path to 
romance is a rocky one. 


Bras and Brando 


The songs, by Betty Comden, Adolph 
Green and Jule Styne, are far better 
than this flimsy material deserves— 
numbers like “Just in Time” and the 
heartbreaking “The Party’s Over” 
have such a level of melancholy 
sophistication that it’s always jarring 
when the characters stop singing and 
go back to acting out this silly story 
about mistaken identities and 
romantic mixups. Nevertheless, Holl- 
iday is always a joy to watch (she and 


Martin have a wonderful chemistry 
in their big dance number together, 
and she does a great job with her 
famous eleven o'clock number, “I’m 
Going Back (to the Bonjour Tristesse 
Brassiere Factory).” There are also 
two wonderful comic supporting per- 
formances by Frank Gorshin, as a 
Brando-esque Method actor who 
Holliday convinces to put on a nice 
suit and start enunciating more clear- 
ly, and Bernie West as a dentist and 
frustrated songwriter who spends his 
days at the office composing pop 
tunes while accompanying himself 
on the air hose. 

West and Gorshin are the kind of 
movie clowns I have a soft spot for. 
Their type turns up a lot in musicals, 
providing very welcome comic coun- 
terpoint to the drippy love songs you 
usually get from the male and female 
leads. Phil Silvers—for my money the 
most underrated and unjustly neglect- 
ed comedian of the ’'50s—performs 
this function in Summer Stock 
(August 27), playing a city slicker who 
arrives with the rest of his New York 
theatrical troupe on a New England 
farm to rehearse their new show. | 
recently finished reading Gerald 
Clarke's recent biography of Judy Gar- 
land, Get Happy, which contains a 
vivid account of the unhappy state of 
Garland's life while she was filming 
this picture, but you’d never guess 
any trouble existed simply from 
watching it. The material is formulaic, 
but the songs are pretty good and the 
star power of Garland and Gene Kelly 
is potent—Garland's rendition of “Get 
Happy” while wearing a fedora, tights 
and a man’s jacket is the film’s most 





famous number, but Kelly’s witty 
“newspaper dance” also deserves to be 
better known. Summer Stock isn’t as 
celebrated a Gene Kelly vehicle as the 
bloated Anchors Aweigh (July 16), 
which the EFS is also showing this 
summer, but I think it’s easily the 
more enjoyable picture. 


Rio’s grand 


I don’t have the space to discuss the 
rest of the films in the EFS series in 
full, but I will offer quick recom- 
mendations of two other titles. One 
of my favourite moviegoing experi- 
ence of my life was attending an EFS 
showing of the Hope/Crosby come- 
dy Road to Morocco several years ago, 
and on August 13, they’re showing 
Road to Rio, which is one of the 
best installments in their popular 
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Smooth operators: Dean Martin and Judy Holliday in Bells Are Ringing 


“Road” series, whose unpretentious 
style, quick pace and undeniably 
funny gags make them seem surpris- 
ingly fresh even today. 

And if you’re any kind of musi- 
cal fan, you won’t want to miss the 
chance to see perhaps the best of 
the Astaire/Rogers musicals, Swing 
Time (August 6) on the big screen. 
The director, George Stevens, would 
go on to direct such prestigious, 
large-canvas pictures as Shane, The 
Diary of Anne Frank and The Greatest 
Story Ever Told, but he arguably 
would never make another film as 
elegant as this one. © 





Provincial Museum Auditorium (102 
Ave & 128 St) * Most Mondays, July 
2-Aug 27, 8pm ¢ Edmonton Film 
Society * 439-5285/453-9100 
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John Ullyatt shines 
in Richard, 
everybody shines 
in As You Like It 


ohn Ullyatt isn’t just a talented 
actor; he’s wildly talented, and I 
use “wildly” in 





word. In his best 
erformances, 
there’s always the sense 
that Ullyatt’s energy could break free 
of the script at any moment—he’s the 
rare actor who actually seems to wel- 
come the occasional disruption from 
the audience since it gives him the 
chance to break the fourth wall and 
improvise a few new lines of his own. 
He loves it when unexpected things 
happen: when the set fell down last 
season during a performance of Grot 
and Moon’s Puppet Emporium, or when 
an audience member's cellphone 
started ringing on opening night of 
the Free Will Players’ current run of 
As You Like It, it was as if the shows 
were becoming as alive and unpre- 
dictable as he is. (Ullyatt delivered a 
hilarious, spontaneous rebuke to the 
cellphone owner by pointedly linger- 
ing over the part of his line that con- 
tained the words “answer him.”) 

Ullyatt is certainly handsome 
enough to play conventional heroes, 
but he seems much more comfort- 
able when he’s cast as a grotesque. 
(And he’s the rare handsome actor 
with a crazy enough sense of 
humour to make those parts works.) 
He delights in deformities and physi- 
cal calamities—Arturo, the limbless 
circus freak in Geek Love, for 
instance, or Lawrence, the luckless 
go-getter who winds up blind and 
paralyzed by the end of Lawrence and 
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Holloman—but rather than play 
them as victims, he plays up the 
monstrous aspects of their personali- 
ties to such an extent that they 
become shockingly funny. 

In other words, Ullyatt has been 
perfectly cast in the title role of 
Shakespeare's Richard III this sum- 
mer, and the outdoor locale of Her- 
itage Amphitheatre in Hawrelak 
Park is an ideal setting for his larger- 
than-life acting style. 
His Richard may 
need a pair of 
crutches to get 
around on, but he’s no 
cripple—as Ullyatt (wearing an odd 
hairstyle apparently modelled after 
Prince Be, the lead singer of P.M. 
Dawn) lurches around the stage, 
taking the stairs two or three at a 
time, at one point even clicking his 
heels in triumph, he’s the fastest- 
moving guy in the entire court. 
Even hobbled, he runs rings around 
everybody else, and it often takes 
them a couple of scenes before they 
figure out the extent to which he’s 
bamboozled every last one of them. 


All the Gorey details 


Several supporting performers make 
strong impressions as well. John Kirk- 
patrick gives a clear, forceful perform- 
ance as Buckingham, the duke who 
justifies his alliance with Richard 
with a lot of playfully contorted logic 
but who blanches when Richard 
demands the deaths of the two 
young princes. Ron Pederson, with 
brownish-black rings around his eyes 
and a small, almost feminine stiletto 
concealed inside his vest, looks like 
he just stepped out of an Edward 
Gorey illustration as the murderer 
Tyrell—known primarily as a come- 
dian, Pederson shows in this role and 
in The Hothouse Prince an unexpected 
flair for playing seedy degenerates. 
























Stark drawings 
redeem banality of 
suburban landscapes 


E 


ether depicted as untram- 
melled wilderness, bucolic 
pastures or roiling seas, 


hature has historically been the sub- 
ject matter of landscape 
art. Idealized, glori- 
fied and glamour- 
ized, the natural 
landscape inevitably 
Serves to evoke a place kinder, gen- 
tler, purer and more powerful than 
the culture that spawned its various 
artistic representations. 

There's a lot of landscape art on 
exhibition in the Feature Pavilion at 
ATtExpo, most of it displaying the 
confluence of realism and romanti- 
cism that has characterized the histo- 
ty of the genre. On exhibition is 
Nature in its various media incarna- 












visual arts 
reVUE 


and compositionally quartered. Here 
you can see beautiful black-and-white 
photographs of craggy mountain out- 
croppings swathed in mist, or walls of 
paintings of various vintages depict- 
ing acres of more mountains and 
glittering prairie stubble. 

For me, however, it’s the 
detours from the well-trodden path 
that reveal the newest and most 
unexpected vistas. Edmonton artist 
Dan Bagan's evocative charcoal 
renderings of back- 
yard fences, garage 
doors and incon- 
gruous shrubbery 
are the forking path in 
the thematic terrain of landscape 
art at ArtExpo 2001. Part of a larger 
exhibition of drawings called 
ViEWPOINTS curated by Jim 
Davies and Les Graff, Bagan’s vel- 
vety, nocturnal renderings of the 
suburbs, suitably vacant of all signs 
of human life, takes landscape art 
beyond its conventional limits of 
the wilderness or rural countryside. 

But the peculiar power of 






“ons—painted, photographed, drawn __Bagan's terse, schematic drawings 


Plants and Plantagenets 


And I also enjoyed Glenn Nelson, in 
a much smaller role, making the 
mayor of London into a perfect dupe 
for Richard’s schemes. 

And yet, somehow, this produc- 
tion still seems a little unsatisfying. 
Part of the problem may be inherent 
in the play, with its famously hard-to- 
follow plot which (for me, anyway) 
always suffers a drop in momentum 
about halfway through, when 
Richard spends less time conferring 
with the audience and more time 
knocking off rivals and consolidating 
his claim to the throne. And this pro- 
duction hasn’t found a way to carry 
the liveliness of those early scenes, in 
which the crippled, utterly unlovable 
Richard climbs over the bodies of his 
tivals onto the throne thanks to a 
shrewd knowledge of human nature 
and a few brazen lies, into the later 
acts. Instead, this Richard gets more 
remote as it wears on, with lots of 
stylized processions and kabuki-like 
death scenes and an unconvincing 
dream sequence on the eve of 
Richard’s death upon Bosworth Field. 


Have you ever seen the 
Like? 


It's remarkable to see Ullyatt’s trans- 
formation from Richard into the pris- 
sy courtier Le Beau in As You Like 
It—a nondescript part on the page 
that Ullyatt turns into a small comic 
gem. But then again, miraculous 
transformations crop up throughout 
As You Like It as the characters ven- 
ture into the Forest of Arden: the 
banished Rosalind becomes the boy 
Ganymede, the vindictive Oliver sees 
the error of his ways and becomes a 
true brother to Orlando and even the 
cruel Duke Frederick undergoes an 
offstage conversion and ends the 
play by entering a monastery. 

The cast has not transformed As 
You Like It with this production—it 
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John Ullyatt has a hunch about Tara Hughes affections in Richard I 


was always pretty wonderful, after 
all—but they have done a hugely 
enjoyable job of bringing it to theatri- 
cal life. Almost everything works here, 
from George Szilagyi’s broadly comic 
turn as Charles the wrestler (who’s so 
pleased with himself that he can’t 
help but chortle evilly at the end of 
every sentence) to John Wright's per- 
fectly pitched performance as the 
melancholy Jaques. (Wright’s under- 
stated and yet strangely moving deliv- 
ery of the “Seven Ages of Man” 
speech is the evening’s most unex- 
pected show-stopper.) 

Jan Alexandra Smith and Tara 
Hughes are very appealing together as 
Rosalind and Celia—you get the 
sense that the characters as well as 
the actresses delight in making each 
other laugh. (It’s so rare to see a story 
in which a friendship between two 
female characters is based in large 
part upon a shared sense of humour.) 
Indeed, it seems perfectly appropriate 
that when these two characters are 
banished from the court, their first 
thought is to bring Touchstone the 
clown with them. I love the notion of 





Dan Bagan’s suburban sprawl 


lies in the way in which they trans- 
form the notoriously flat, prefabri- 
cated dimensions of the suburbs 
into an imaginative space of emo- 
tional and visual depth. Bagan 
organizes space from unexpected 
vantage points, observing his land- 
scape over fences, outside an 
upstairs window or from the side- 
walk. One of the most interesting 
aspects of his work is how it makes 
visible the way in which land- 
scapes—whether cultivated natu- 
tally or “artificially”—enforce 
particular kinds of vantage points, 
and how these geographically pre- 
scribed points of view (whether 
looking down the mountain or, in 
this case, over the neighbour’s 
fence) mediate our perception of 
space and our place in it. 


All the story details 


Bagan’s drawings of streets and 
backyards devoid of all signs of 
human life evoke an eerie sense of 
timelessness and anonymity. These 


a snobbish fool, and John Kirkpatrick 
is terrific in the role—as he tosses off 
his nimble witticisms while dressed 
crisply in his stylish, checkered pants, 
tich emerald vest and walking stick, 
Touchstone seems to be saying that 
just because a person's a fool is no 
reason he can’t be dignified. The pro- 
duction’s only significant weak spot is 
the rather nondescript performance 
by Eric Nyland as Orlando, whose 
scenes with the disguised Rosalind 
lack the romantic chemistry and the 
sense of sexual ambiguity that gives 
them their kick. 

Still, this As You Like It isa 
treat—for kids as well as grownups. 
As the cast sings and dances togeth- 
er before taking their bows, I wager 
even Jaques would find it hard to 
resist clapping along. O 


Heritage Amphitheatre, Hawrelak 
Park © As You Like It: To July 15, 
8pm (even dates, plus Sat, Sun 
matinees at 2pm); Richard III: To July 
15, 8pm (odd dates) © Free Will 
Players © 425-8086 





film stills or storyboards, but 
rather than suggesting an 
absent narrative, they inten- 
tionally evoke no narrative 
at all. It’s odd that this sense 
of nowhere-in-particular can 
be rendered in such an 
explicit, specific way. The fir 
trees, aluminum siding, 
power lines and fire hydrants 
that characterize the subur- 
ban landscape find a meas- 
ure of coherence and even 
beauty in Bagan’s drawings. 
Bagan’s compositions, his 
textures and the freedom and 
restraint of his graphic ges- 
tures give these drawings 
something all successful 
landscape art possesses: an 
emotional timbre that trans- 
lates into a powerfully felt 
sense of place. That Bagan’s 
blurry, flickering tonalities can con- 
jure up such a magical mood is espe- 
cially surprising given the nature of 
its subject matter, but somehow he 
lends a sense of mystery to a place 





ic Jerry Saltz, “Everything is quiet, 
private and unknowable.” © 


BASSAS WrONS: 
By Dan Bagan + ArtExpo/The Works 
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What's the verse that could happen? 


The Backroom Beat 
captures 
Edmonton's slam > 
scene on film 


YY ru! 





if i Pp... Aristotle once 
wrote, “is something 
more philosophical and 
more worthy of serious attention 
than history.” 

“Its touches of 
beauty,” John Keats 
said about poetry, 
“should never be 
halfway, thereby making the reader 
breathless, instead of content. The 
rise, the progress, the setting of 
imagery should, like the sun, come 
natural to him.” 

Lofty words from both scholars, 
but in the 21st century poetry doesn’t 
garner nearly as much attention as 
history—or television, for that matter. 
And how many of us can truly say 
we've ever basked in the full-fledged 
beauty of words carefully assembled 
into nuggets of wisdom and emo- 
tion? There is a group of Edmontoni- 
ans, however, who do take their 
poetry seriously. They participate in 
the annual Stroll of Poets and period- 
ic poetry “slam” nights at a couple of 
local bars and cafés. It’s these men 
and women who are the subject of 
Michael Hamm’s new hour-long doc- 
umentary, The Backroom Beat, which 








poetry 


preVUE 


looks at Edmonton’s emerging slam 
scene and the ability of poems to cap- 
ture our collective attention in a tech- 
nology-saturated world. 

For the last two decades, Hamm's 
Edmonton-based production compa- 
ny, Frame 30, has focused on making 
TV commercials. A couple of years 
ago, the director/producer noticed an 
upsurge in the popularity of poetry 
and figured it’d be a nice topic to 
treat visually. So Hamm started pay- 
ing attention to a series of poetry 
nights being held at the 
Backroom Vodka 
Bar on Whyte 
Avenue, and last 
September, on the final 
night of the BVB’s slam season, the 
cameras were rolling. Hamm and his 
crew shot footage of local poets and 
musicians performing; they also con- 
ducted interviews to get more insight 
into why these people felt compelled 
to stand up in front of a crowd and 
read their works. 





| Hamm a camera 


“It’s a vehicle to let you express your- 
self,” says Hamm, who completed 
The Backroom Beat last November and 
began shopping it around only to 
have Bravo! snap it up after just four 
days. “It’s one night at one poetry 
treading,” he says about the film, “but 
it certainly tells a story. I’ve always 
viewed poets and poetry as the real 
eyes of a nation.” Which is why, in 
addition to making this documen- 


tary, Hamm is also working ona 
pilot he hopes to sell to CBC: a series 
called 100% Maple Verse featuring 
Canadian poets like the Tragically 
Hip’s Gord Downie, Duke Redird and 
Leslie Nielsen (yes, the Naked Gun 
guy) reading their work, famous 
poems and talking about the craft. 
(Don’t worry, there are no Nielsen 
originals. In the pilot he reads his 
favourite poem, “In Flanders Fields.”) 

“T think it’s timely,” Hamm says 
about the possibility of poetry find- 
ing a niche on Canadian TV. “Peo- 
ple are getting tired of disposable 
television and television that’s just 
mindless. Here’s something with a 
little bit of guts.” 

Edmonton poet Liam Kelly is 
one of the gutsy performers featured 
in The Backroom Beat. Set to graduate 
from the University of Alberta with a 
degree in philosophy and creative 
writing, Kelly, inspired by his travels 
and the art of the Beat generation, 
has been writing poems for the last 
half-dozen years. He started slam- 
ming last summer—rapping out 
trenchant rhymes about subjects like 
the right to protest and the absurdi- 
ties of government—and kept bark- 
ing out verse when the feedback 
from his inter-generational poet 
peers was overwhelmingly positive. 


Kelly’s heroes 


In the film, Kelly talks about poetry 
as a rare creative outlet in a stifling, 
repressive society. On the phone from 


THEATRENOTES 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 





A patch of Blue 


The Edmonton theatre season used to 
be a simple fall-to-spring matter—a 
three-acter, if you will. But with plays 
still being mounted here at the start of 
summer, it’s starting to resemble one 
of those epic Eugene O'Neill affairs. 
(Except here, it’s the vacationless the- 
atre critic who turns to drink.) Besides 
the ongoing River City Shakespeare 
Festival and the Die-Nasty miniseries 
Sonoma Beach, the next few days offer 
audiences four exciting new plays and 
theatrical events to choose from. 
Perhaps the most exciting news of 
the weekend is that Catalyst Theatre’s 
Jonathan Christenson and Joey Trem- 
blay have emerged from their creative 
lair (the one with the “Geniuses at 
Work” sign hanging from the door- 
knob) and are ready to present a 
staged reading of a preliminary version 
of their new play, The Blue Orphan 
(Catalyst Theatre, Fri-Sat, June 29-30, 
8pm). As their first new full-length 
Piece since their international hit The 
House of Pootsie Plunket, the project 
would generate excitement anyway, 
but the sheer size of the cast (11 prin- 
cipal roles!) and the ambitious blend 


of music (composed by Christenson) 





his downtown apart- 
ment, where these 
days he’s immersed in 
more text-based 
poems he hopes to 
publish in national 
poetry journals, he 
talks about the impor- 
tance of performing 
live and connecting 
with an audience 
through your words. 
“It’s a very raw form 
of poetic communica- 
tion,” he says about 
slamming. “I really 
enjoy having a soap- 
box. It’s empowering. 

“Poetry, to me, is 
the perfect medium,” 
continues Kelly, who estimates that 
he’s earned about $1,000 from his 
poetry over the last eight months— 
not a paltry sum considering the lack 
of venues. “You can express both 
frustration and emotion about the 
systemic injustices that you see every- 
day, from walking down 97 Street to 
turning on the news. You can medi- 
ate your emotions with reason and 
argument and you get a really effec- 
tive and beautiful way of criticizing 
the system. But it’s also a celebration 
of the fact that you have a voice and 
you’re in a society that, to some 
extent, allows you to use it.” 

Like Hamm, Kelly doesn't see 
poetry as a lost art. He talks about a 
thriving (although somewhat com- 
modified) slam scene in the United 


Gordon McRae 
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States and believes Canada, though 
lagging a couple of years behind, 
will eventually catch up. “We live in 
a sound-bite culture,” he says, “but a 
150-word poem can work as a sound 
bite. You’re pushing a ton of mean- 
ing into a small space.” Moreover, 
for Kelly, poetry readings are also a 
great place for men to show emo- 
tion. “It’s a place where there are few 
gender expectations,” he says. “A 
man can get up and talk about how 
his son ran away and how it really 
hurt and not be afraid about people 
thinking he’s got a small penis.” © 
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The Backroom Beat, produced and 
directed by Michael Hamm, airs on 
Bravo! on Thursday, July 5 at 6pm 





and choreographed movement (creat- 
ed by Marie Nychka) make The Blue 
Orphan, which is tentatively scheduled 
to receive a full staging sometime in 
spring of 2002, easily one of the most 
anticipated shows of the season, 

Judging from the press material, 
the show sounds like a cross 
between Pootsie Plunket, Under Milk 
Wood and Dark City; it takes place in 
an overpopulated metropolis named 
Crooked Creek whose various lonely 
inhabitants—from the self-righteous 
woman who runs the town orphan- 
age to a disfigured violinist—are 
unaware of their city’s impending 
destruction. The reading will feature 
a powerhouse cast, from Catalyst 
regulars like Julianna Barclay, Sian 
Williams and Dov Mickelson to 
young performers like Beth Graham, 
Medina Hahn and Kevin Corey to 
singing actors like Sheri Somerville 
and Julie Golosky. Admission is free, 
but donations to aid the play's fur- 
ther development are, naturally, 
very welcome. 

If The Blue Orphan lets you see an 
unusually high number of actors, 
then The Quickie Play Cabaret 
(Jekyll and Hyde Pub (10610-100 
Ave), Thu-Sat, June 28-30, July 5-7, 
12-14) lets you see an unusually high 
number of plays—seven, to be exact, 
none of them more than 10 minutes 
long. “| wanted something | could 
do at the end of the season to kick 
the year off for Theatre Yes,” says the 
show’s director, Joyce Miller. Origi- 
nally, she planned on doing an entire 
evening of plays by American writer 
Joe Pintauro, but she soon decided 
to open things up to more interna- 


tional voices, whereupon Theatre Yes 
artistic director Heather Inglis urged 
her to include a few local play- 
wrights as well. 

As a result, Pintauro’s seriocomic 
“Birds in Church” is now joined by 
work by two writers from Edmonton 
(Scott Sharplin and Robert Clinton), 
one from England (Harold Pinter), one 
from Singapore (Kuo Pao Kun) and 
two from the most exotic locale of all, 
Lethbridge (Geri Gomola and Anony- 
mous Smith, who you may know bet- 
ter by the name Ima Pseudonym). 
Playing multiple roles, ages and gen- 
ders will be a trio of resourceful actors, 
Laurissa Kalinowsky, Collin Doyle and 
Kerri Strobl. “The scripts all celebrate 
the tricks and treats of life and death,” 
says Miller, rather lyrically, when | ask 
if any common threads unite the 
seven plays. “They all manage to be 
upbeat while still acknowledging life's 
darker elements.” 

Finally, there are two tried-and-true 
shows going on this weekend as well. 
First, Bouncers, the Kenneth Brown- 
directed Cirque du Fringe hit from last 
summer that earned three Sterling 
nominations including one for Out- 
standing Fringe Production, will enjoy a 
special three-night run from June 28-30 
at the Roxy—that’s the Roxy nightclub 
on Whyte Avenue, mind you, not the 
Roxy Theatre on 124 Street. And on 
Saturday, June 30 at 11 p.m., Oh 
Susanna! host Susanna Patchouli 
makes a rare foray off the continent in 
order to pay tribute to Canada on the 
occasion of its 134th birthday. Pin- 
pointing how old Ms. Patchouli is, 
however, is something no gentleman 
would even contemplate. © 
















a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 


FRIES — 


ERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 
(0186-106 St., 488-6611. Open Mon-Sat 
Qam-5:30pm. * THE CANADIAN FURNITURE 
HIBIT: Part of The Works Visual Arts Festival. 
impse into the boudoir of Canada's furni- 
re elite. Beautiful to bizarre, this exhibit 
owcases some of the finest studio furniture 
Canada, Until Sept. 1. sDISCOVERY 


RT BEAT GALLERY AND FRAME 8 

jssion Ave., St. Albert, 459-3679. Sculptured 
etal furniture by Rogelio Menz. Pottery b: 
anna Drummond and Joan Todd. Action In 
ee| by Shane Repka, Watercolours by Carol 
fake, Rich Williams and Thomas Love. 


RTISTIC STATEMENT SCHOOL OF FINE 
RT Southgate Centre, Public ore 
ntrance, Beside the Bay, 433-3857. 11TH 
INNUAL STUDENT ART SHOW: Drawings, 
paintings and sculptures. Watch art classes in 
progress. Until July 1. 


AGEL TREE CAFE 10354-82 Ave., 439- 
604. STILL LIFE: A show of recent works by 
hris Carson. Until July 1, 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 
20, 8627-91 St., 461-3427. PHANTASM: Jane 
‘Ash Poitras' acrylics and collages; Dave 

Belzile's woodcrafts. July 6-18. Opening recep- 
tion, FRI, July 6, 7-8:30pm. 


CITY HALL City Room, Sir Winston Churchill 
$q., 426-2122. Part of The Works Art Ex 

2001. New works by Mariann Sinkovics, Until 
July 2, 1-2:30pm. 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 
Street, 488-4445. EXTRA NECESSITIES, 01: 
An emerging artist exhibition, guest curator 
Dean Drever. Opening reception: SAT, 

June 30, 2pm. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq., 422-6223, www.eag.org. 
*Open; Mon-Wed and Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 
10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun and hols 11am-Spm. 
*RIVER CITY: Marlene Creates, Yolanda 
Gutierrez, Lyndal Osborne, Peter von 
Tiesenhausen. Until October 28. *OBSESSION: 
The Works Art Expo 2001, curated by curator 
Catherine Crowston. Featuring art by five 
Alberta artists. Until Aug. 26. *THE KITCHEN: 
RESOLUTIONS: Tony Baker. Until Aug. 26. 
*CHILDREN'S GALLERY: Admission: $5 
adult; $3 student/senior; $2 ages 6-12, kids 
under 6 free. Free on THU after 4pm. 


EDMONTON CENTRE WEST 2nd level, 
10200-102 St., 426-2122. eOpen: Mon-Wed 
and Sat: 10am-5:30pm; Thu-Fri 10am-9pm; 
Sun: noon-Spm. ¢Part of The Works Visual 

Arts Festival. «ART OF CAD 2001. *CERAMICA 
DEL NORTE. *DRAWINGS 4: Works by Bagan, 
Carson, Freeman and Stehelin. Curated by Les 
Graff and Jim Davies. Until Aug. 15. THU, June 
28, 7pm. Public lecture. LOOKING WEST: 
ALBERTA LANDSCAPES, PAST AND PRESENT: 
Selections from the University of Alberta Art 
and Artifact Collection. «OBSESSION: 
Viewpoints lecture: Catherine Crowston, FRI, 
June 29, 7pm. *SCULPTURE, THE WORKS: 
2001. *TALK NICE. @TRAJETS, *THE WHEELER 
HUT EXPEDITION: ARTISTS OF THE 21ST CEN- 
TURY EXPLORE MOUNTAIN HABITAT: A Tehaes 
of the Whyte Museum, Banff. Until Aug. 15. 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND 
GALLERY 12419 Stony Plain Road, 482- 
1402. ¢Open: Tue-Sat TOam-Spm. *SURFAC- 
ING: Exhibition of textile art by the group 
Surface Matters, Featuring Lee Bale, Carol 
Daoust, Melissa Daoust, largie Davidson, 
Mary Holdgrafer, Betty Manuel, Cathy Tomm, 
and Pat White. Also showing: gold and silver 
esl by Wayne Mackenzie and Janet 
tein, Wood boxes by Henry Schlosser and 
John Morel. Until June 29. 


FAB GALLERY 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 
University of Alberta, 112 St., 89 Ave., 492- 
2081. *Open: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sun 2-5pm. 
JAPANESE TRADITIONAL POTTERY: Work in 
traditional styles by modern potters of all 
ages with Srp on younger artists, 

'ECES OF A DREAM: Tomoya Uchida's first 
Solo exhibition in Canada. Large etchings, 
Prints. Until july 15. 


HIRST IMPRESSIONS GLASS STUDIO 

46 Grandin Park Plaza, St. Albert. *Open 

porte 10am-6pm; Sat 10am-Spm. WHAT'S 

» A FLOWER; Watercolour and wax paintings 
Sheilagh Knox. Until June 30. 


FORE DOOR 10308-81 Ave., 432-7535. 
:flection of West Coast Indian silver and gold 
Jewellery by D. Lancaster, Eskimo Soapstone 
Carvings by Lydia Qumak. Until July 30. 


THE FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt., 10516 Whyte 
ve., 432-0240. *Open: Daily 9:30am-6pm. 


losed Sunday. #/DEE FIXE: Oil painti 
Dean Smale, Until June 30. » Ke PARPC OFA 
HOUSAND FACES: Photographs by Naomi 


Marathalingam. July 2-31. 
GALLERY 124 10240-124 St., 488-4575. 
Opens Tue-Sat 10-Spm. Recent paintings by 
Sculptor Roy Leadbeater. Until July 11. 
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THE GALLERY AT ARTRA 15607-100A 
Ave., 489-1028. *Open: Mon-Thu 8:30am- 
7pm; Fri 8:30am-5:30pm; Sat 10am-Spm. 

ixed media works by Doris Charest. Abstract 
floral paling by Laura Wmnocan Until 
June 30. *Works by the St. Albert Painters 
Guild. July 1-30. 


GENERATIONS GALLERY 5411-51 St., 
Stony Plain, 963-2777. *Open: Mon-Sat 
10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm. *COMMON 
THREADS: An exhibition of fibre art. Three 
dimensional book forms by Paula Wintink 
Smith and guilts by Margie Davidson. Until 
July 30, GALLERY DINING ROOM: Mixed 
media works by Byron McBride. Until July 22 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 Street, 
426-4180. *Open: Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 
12-4pm. *A PEACE PROJECT: An installation 
of large paper weavings by Amy Loewan. 
Until July 14. FRONT ROOM: *OUT OF 
BOUNDS: NAKED NUMBER NINE; The 9th 
annual exhibition of works by participants in 
the life model sessions at Harcourt House Art 
Centre. Until July 14. 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St. «Open: 
Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm; Sat 9am-Spm. 
Watercolours by Myrna Wilkinson and Jim 
Brager. Oil paintings by Joe Haire. Old and 
new frame photos of Edmonton. Father's Day 
mugs by local potters. Until june 30. 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St. *Open: 
Tue-Fri: 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm. 
Works by Al Roberge and Audrey Pfannmuller. 
African masks and wood carvings by Adi. 
Until june 30. 


LATITUDE 53 10137-104 St., 423-5353. 
*Open: Tue-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 11am-Spm. 
THAT WHICH CANNOT BE CONTAINED: Work 
of Wendy Geller, Installation of paintings, 
small sculpture and video. This exhibit 
demonstrated Geller's interest in and 
exploration of sensuality and feminine issues. 
Until July 21. 


McMULLEN GALLERY University of Alberta 
Hospital (East entrance, main floor), 8440-112 
St., 407-7152. *Open: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm, 
Sat-Sun 1-8pm. BRIDGING A NEW CENTURY: 
Exhibit of Alberta Society of Artists members’ 
artwork. Past, present, and future come 
together in this show as the A.S.A. celebrates 
their 70th anniversary with an exhibit of cur- 
rent juried works, and a retrospective of work 
by past members. Until Aug. 19. Openin 
reception: THU, June 28, 7-9pm. Every THU, 
Sat Free drop-in workshops at the 
McMullen Gallery. 


PARIS MARKET, LE PETIT SALON Upstairs, 
10363-104 St., 424-2511. *Open: Wed-Sun 
pans Ber New works by Jason Muirhead, 
Out of the Shadows Artists’ Collective and J.S. 
Koz. Until June 30. 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Perron St., St. Albert, 460-4310. «Open: Tue- 
Sat 10-Spm. Thu until 8pm. BRUSHING THE 
SURFACE: Roger Belley and Joanna 
Drummond. Until June 29. ¢VISUAL IMPRES- 
SIONS: A tribute to the Grey Nuns, Art and 
artifacts. July 1-28. Opening event: SUN, July 
1, 1-4pm. Founder's Court, 18 Perron St., 
St. Albert. Unveiling ceremony: SUN, July 1, 
4pm. Unveiling the Sisters of Charity Grey 
uns mural. 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St., 488-3619. 
e {ath Tue-Sat 10am-5pm. SMALL STORIES- 
SHORT SONNETS; Artworks by Maureen 
Harvey. Until July 3. 


SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St., 423-1492. 
*Open noon-Spm Tue-Sat. STANDING ROOM 
ONLY: The Ist annual members’ show. 

Until Aug. 25. 


STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY Sir Winston 
Churchill $4. 426-2122. ¢Part of The Works 
Visual Arts Festival, *Main Floor Foyer 
Gallery. JOURNEY: A Calgary based artist-run 
studio collective juried aru show. Until July 
2. *Theatre Foyer Galle Kower level). 
DUALITIES OF THE ENVIRONMENT: R. Keidi 
Kern and Brenda L. Raynard. Until July 2. 
*Edmonton Rm. GO/NG POSTAL: Small press 
pees and mail art from 15 countries! 

ostcards, artistamps, carvings and everything 
in between, Until July 2. eMail art workshops 
for kids and adults on Churchill Square. |, 
June 28 and SUN, July 1, ae ree, 
*Closing reception: MON, Ju! hea 10pm-2am: 
party featuring Taoist Sun at Donna at the 
Citadel. $2 (suggested donation). Proceeds 
support local, non-profit arts, 


STRATHCONA PLACE CENTRE 10831 
University Ave., 433-5807. Open Mon-Fri 
9am-4pm. Acrylic landscape paintings by 
Helmut Schroer. Until Aug. 2. 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park 
Plaza, St. Albert, 460-5990. *Open: Mon-Fri 
10am-6pm; Sat 10am-Spm. DIVERSE PALETTE: 
Works by gallery artists. Until June 30. 


SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddleback Rd., 
988-2266. Pastels, acrylic paintings, oils, 
watercolours, Japanese Chigiri-e, and Oriental 
ink works by Marion Moon, Joyce Bowerman, 
Gwen Burroughs, Louise Cheng, Fran Cuyler 
and others. Glass works, sculptures and 
ceramic pieces by various artists. Until July 30. 


UNI EXTENSION CENTRE 
GALLERY 2nd fi., nies Extension 
Centre, 8303-112 St., 492-3034. *Open: 
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm. J.P. TAYLOR: A retrospective 
show of his works, Until July 2. 


UPSTAIRS GALLERY/GREAT BEAR FRAM- 
ING 2nd Floor, 11631-105 Ave., 452-8906. 


TREE OF LIFE: Etchi woodcut prints and 
drawings by Tadeusz Warszynski. CUNFOLD- 
ING: Etching, lithographic prints by Karen 





Dugas. Until July 14. 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10344-134 St., 
452-0286. ope Tue-Sat 11am-Spm. Recent 
sculptures by Isla Burns. Until July 


VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA ASSOCIATION 
Harcourt House building, 10215-112 St. 

IN FULL VIEW: Works from The Alberta 
Community Arts Club Association, 
Handweavers, Spinners and Dyers of Alberta 
and the Sculptors Association of Alberta. 
Until Aug. 1 


WEST END 12308 Jasper Ave,, 488-4892 
*Open: Tue-Sat 10am-Spm. *FROM THE GAR- 
DEN: A collection of recent works that honour 
the season of flowers. Works by Nixie Barton, 
Claudette Castonguay, Nancy Day, Brent 
Laycock, Mary Pavey, Robert Savignac and 
Claude A. Simard. Until June 30. *DISTINCTLY 
CANADIAN: Canadian landscapes featuring 
Newfoundland artist David Blackwood's etch- 
ings. Introducing Nova Scotia's Scott 
MacLeod, Quebec painters Pierre Bedard, 
Bruno Cote and Louise Martineau, 
Saskatchewan's Allan Sapp and British 
Columbia's David Langevin. From Alberta, 
works by Kathleen Hanrahan, W.H. Webb and 
Neil Patterson. July 3-30. 


THE WORKS VISUAL ARTS FESTIVAL 
2001 426-2122. *Various Venues 
Downtown Edmonton, Sir Winston Churchill 
Square. ART EXPO: Until July 2. *The Works 
Exhibit Pavilion, Edmonton Centre West, 
10200-102 Ave. Until Aug. 15. 


DANCE 


BRIAN WEBB DANCE COMPANY John L 
Haar Theatre, Grant MacEwan College, 
Jasper Place Campus, 497-4416. A Summer 
Evening Seems to Be at the Heart of The Affair. 
With Tania Alvarado and Brian Webb. 

June 28, 8pm. 


THEATRE 


THE BLUE ORPHAN Catalyst Theatre, 
8529-103 St., 431-1750. Presented by 
oer Be Theatre. Reading of a new aS by 
Jonathan Christenson and Joey Tremblay. 
June 29-30, 8pm. Free. 


BROKEN HORSES BROKEN HEARTS 
Celebrations Dinner Theatre, The Oasis 
Entertainment Hotel, 13103 Fort Road, 
448-9339, A western comedy. Dusty Valley, 
a charming little place where the ake are 
pretty and the boys think so too. Meet 
spur-crossed lovers, capture the true spirit 
of the wild west and see the dance of death 
Until July 28. Wed-Sun. 


CHIMPROV The New Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave., 448-0695. *Every SAT except 
the last Sat of ea. month (11pm); Presente: 
by Rapid Fire Theatre. 


DIE-NASTY: THE MINISERIES The Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave. A special summer 
miniseries edition of Edmonton's long-running 
improvised soap opera. Until SAT, June 30, 
8pm. TIX: $10, $7 with Die-Nasty 
membership cards. $35 five-day series pass 

or $40 with reserved seat. Box office 

open at 7:15pm. 


EDMONTON GHOST TOURS In front of the 
Rescuer Statue, next to the Walterdale 
Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave., 469-3187. A the- 
atrical exploration of the ghostly and 
unknown through Old Strathcona. Your guide 
will entertain you with stories of the paranor- 
mal, the vengeful deceased, strange spirits 
and fiendish phantoms. Mon-Thu nights, 
9pm. Until Aug. 28, 9pm. (Not during the 
Fringe Festival). TIX: $5. 


HAMLET Borden Park, Beside the Bandshell, 
76 St., 112 Ave., 455-8879, 420-1757. 
Presented by Two Roads Theatre Company. 
July 4-7, 11-14, 7pm, SUN, July 8 matinee. 
TIX: $12 adult, $10 senior/student, Sun 
matinee pay-what-thou-wilt. Adv. tickets @ 
TIX on the Square. 


HAAR HAAR HAAR (MUSICAL THEATRE 
FESTIVAL) Grant MacEwan College, John L. 
Haar Theatre. 420-1757. July 6-29, 8pm, 
Wed-Sun. Sun matinee, 2pm. TIX: $15 adult, 
$10 senior/student, $35 adult festival pass, 
$25 student/senior festival pass. Festival 
passes are for all three shows @ TIX on 

the Square. 


MAGNUM P.U.I. jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
Upper Level, Phase Ill, WEM, 484-2424. After 
many years as a private investigator, Magnum 
P.U,I. is retiring and handing his business over 
to his son Mickey. However, a figure from 
Magnum's past has vowed revenge and sees 
tonight's festivities as the perfect opportunity. 
June 29-Aug. 26. 


QUICKIE PLAY CABARET Jekyll and Hyde 
Pub and Restaurant, 10610-100 Ave., 420- 
6357. Presented by Theatre Yes. A cabaret of 
10-minute plays that celebrate the treats and 
tricks of life and death. June 28-30, July 5-7, 
12-14, 8pm. TIX: $12 @ door. 


RIVER CITY SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL 
2001 Heritage Sp ne Hawrelak Park, 
425-8086, 420-1757. Presented by the Free 
will seat Shakespeare's As You Like It and 
Richard Ill. Until July 15, Tue-Sat 8pm, Sat-Sun 
2pm. TIX: $18 festival ‘os for any two per- 
formances. $12 adult, $9 senior/student @ 
TIX on the Square. 


SINGIN' IN THE RAIN Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre, 16615-109 Ave., 483-4051. World- 
famous silent movie stars are confronted by 
the advent of "talking pictures" and have to 
convert their new romantic adventure movie 
into a musical. Until July 1. TIX: from $39. 


10329-83 Ave, 448-0695. FRI (11pr 
k | by tapi Fre . *Every FRI (11pm): 


Qaickie Play 
abaret 


Pe 


A Cabaret of 10 minute + 
plays from around the = + 
world and down the block 
by: 
JOE PintauRO 
Rosert CuNTON 
Scort SHARPLN 
Kuo Pao Kun 
Ger Gomoia 
A. Swim y 
Haroww Pavrer 


8:00PM June 28, 29, 
July 5, 6, 7 & 12, 13, 


Restaurant 
At Jekyll & Hyde Pub & 
Je 10610 -100 Avenue 


Tickets: $ 12 @ Door 
or by calling 420-6357 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 


rier oly QB areoge sagen 


% 
2 SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE 
780.422.6223 www.edmontonartgallery.c 
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By ROCKIE GARDINER 
ARTS 


historical drama four months ago, I’m warning you to expect something along those 

lines again. While your retrograde Mars ruler and Pluto in fiery Sagittarius draw clos- 
er together, as they were then, your passion for a person, a project or an ethic that may have 
ebbed grows stronger. Sounds like the makings of a torrid summer romance! However, you 
shouldn’t neglect your career, especially since the full moon eclipse on the fifth can skew the 
direction of its arc a bit off course. 


Pres (Mar 20-Apr 19): If “Beware the Ides of March” had an impact on your own 






July, your ever-lovin’ Venus ruler moves out of Taurus and into Gemini where it'll hold 

court for four weeks. And while you might not be quite as sought-after or as pleas- 
ant to be with, you can compensate by becoming more articulate and somewhat less bull- 
headed, Try to see it my way. You may also get into the owl and pussycat bag and fantasize 
about sailing away for a year and a day when amiable Venus and aquatic Neptune trine 
around the 12th. Bon voyage. 


re! TAURUS (Apr 20-May 20): It was fun while it lasted, but right after the fourth of 






on the fifth along with a month's worth of friendly relationships, a more pronounced 

sense of style and “Gee, you're looking good” compliments. The same day, the Can- 
cer-Capricorn full moon eclipse gives a financial matter more importance than it normally 
would have; pay attention to the price you wind up paying for getting what you want when 
you want it. Venus knows value, but when transiting Gemini, she can be fickle or insist on hav- 
ing her cake and eating it, too. You too. 


I GEMINI (May 21-june 20): Magnetic Venus makes a grand entrance into your sign 







FO CANCER (June 21-July 22): To further accentuate both the positive and negative 
aspects of being a Moon Child, you get to experience a partial lunar eclipse on July 5 
{> which won't be seen in Canada, merely felt by all concerned. Barring heavy cloud 
cover, the Capricorn moon should look pretty full on the Fourth, as the rockets’ red glare and 
cherry bombs bursting in air accompany Luna’s rise and fall across starry skies. Things change 
considerably on the 12th when Mercury, for a little more than two weeks, and lucky Jupiter, 
for a full 12 months, move into Cancer. 






count on making significant progress just yet. The planet the Messenger is cozying up 

to this week is unpredictable Uranus in your Aquarius house of partners and pacts. 
While the news Mercury gets may be good, it can also disrupt plans that were already made. 
Keep things fairly tentative for a while, at least until the lunar eclipse on the fifth has restored 
some of the power loss you may have experienced when your sun ruler was totally eclipsed 
during the summer solstice. 


SU: (uly 23-Aug 22): Although Mercury flipped forward on the 28th, you shouldn’t 






allied with when it was retrograde, you'll see how fast your career can take off, even 

in the midst of someone’s summer vacation. Since Mercury doesn’t come out from 
under its shadow—the point at which it turned retrograde in early June—until July 12, try to 
Postpone important decisions or moves until then. That’s also the date when Mercury shifts 
out of mutable Gemini, with its endless list of alternatives, into cardinal Cancer and its more 
mellow, family-friendly frame of mind, 


TR: (Aug 23-Sept 22): Once your Mercury ruler reconnects to the planets it was 







ey Seis (Sept 23-Oct 22): Ah yes, the fickle finger of fate is currently pointing to your 
pleasure-loving Venus ruler in your house of sexual experiences as it connects to spur- 

of-the-moment Uranus in the area of romance and other similarly risky ventures. 
What sort of summer holiday did you have in mind, and from whom are you distancing your- 
self? As long as you're not taken completely unawares, you should be able to gracefully handle 
a sudden change of heart if and when it occurs. The folks most susceptible to the effects of 
the partial lunar eclipse: your neighbours and siblings. 












SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): Read for Aries because it’s Mars and Pluto, your co-rul- 
ing planets, that'll determine how ardently you'll feel this summer about something 
you value. Also, the Cancer forecast delivers good news for water signs like yours: 
starting July 12, Jupiter, planet of plenty, begins rewarding your natal Scorpio planets fairly 
consistently for the next 12 months. You haven’t been scheduled for this long a run of good 
luck since 1998. And while the lunar eclipse might affect communications, sales and travel- 
ling, unless your moon is in mid-Capricorn, it’s not that big a deal. 












SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): You'll also benefit from a cursory reading of the Aries 
and Scorpio forecasts, but the major astrological event for Archers is your Jupiter ruler 
moving out of Gemini in the middle of the month. Instead of confronting past, present 
and future partners head-on, for the next 12 months you'll try to adjust to whatever shakes their 
trees as those occasions arise. While Jupiter is passing through maternal Cancer, there'll be a lot 
more nurturing of the body and the spirit. Practice asking, “What do you need?” 









CAPRICORN (Dec 22-jan 20): This year the Cancer-Capricorn polarity could have a 
greater effect than usual, because the solar and lunar eclipses take place at critical 
degrees. They are 0 (the solar eclipse on the first day of Cancer,) 13 (the partial lunar 
eclipse in Capricorn on the fifth) and 26 degrees of the above-mentioned signs plus Aries and 
Libra, the other cardinal signs. Too much information? Not if you’re preparing to put your 
best foot forward or are worried that something is missing. Ask someone with an eye for style 
to take a closer look. 












AAP rQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 18); Reward yourself: take off for parts unknown. Since 

you've managed to glide through Mercury retrograde without stumbling, now that 
AAS: planet of hotel reservations and e-tickets is moving forward again, you will, too. 
But first expect to encounter a little hissy fit while Venus, no longer masquerading as the ami- 
able parent or roommate, challenges your Uranus ruler, When someone in the household or 
the extended family has a change of heart, you'll be the one to smooth ruffled feathers or 
negotiate a peace treaty. Then you can leave. 















PISCES (Feb 19-Mar 19): Good news for water signs such as yours: prosperity-conscious 
Jupiter enters friendly Cancer mid-July for 12 months. This means you'll have much better 
luck with family matters and real estate ventures, and won't get as tense or overwrought 
as Jupiter in antsy Gemini may have made you. Imagine: an internal chill pill with a year-long shelf 
life, not to mention its half-life! So now that you're about to be calm, cool and collected, consider 
ways of maximizing your potential for growth without drifting away from your roots. @ 
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DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5 km 
North of Edmonton on Hwy 60, 987- 
3054. eOpen weekends. Authentic 
Japanese garden, nature trail, 80 acres of 
connected gardens. SUN 1 (12-4pm): 
Canada Day featuring tram tours, butter- 
flies, cake and a walk through the garden. 
10% of gate will be donated to the U of A 
United Way Campaign. SAT 7 (noon): 
Saturday walk with a horticulturist. Meet 
at the Shop in The Garden. SAT 7 (12- 
Spm)-SUN 8 (1 Comsspny: Martagon lily 
show hosted by the Alberta Regional Lily 
Society. SAT 7-SAT 8 (10am-Spm): 3 
Visions, 3 Sensible Ties; Art showing. SUN 
8 (1:30, 2:15, 3pm): Traditional tea cere- 
mony. $5/person. Regular admission 
applies for these special events. TIX: $5.75 
adult; $4.50 senior; free to kids under 4. 


FORT EDMONTON PARK Whitemud, 
Fox Dr., 496-8787. SUN 1 (10am-6pm): 
Traditional Dominion Day Celebration. 


JOHN JANZEN NATURE CENTRE Fox 
Drive, Whitemud Dr., 496-2939. Open 
Weekdays 9am-4pm; Weekends/hols 1- 
4pm. *Weekend Adventures, drop-in 
activities: 1-4pm weekends and holidays. 
*Animals as Architects: Interactive display 
for all ages. 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM Kinsmen Park, 
10633-93 Ave., 496-4852. SUN 1 (1- 
Spm): Fun, games and lemonade. 


McKAY AVENUE SCHOOL 10425-99 
Avenue, 422-1970. Archives and 
Museum located along the river valley 
on the Heritage Trail. Stroll in the 
Victorian-era park. 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM St. Albert 
Place, 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert. 459- 
1528. *Open: Mon-Sat 10am-Spm; Sun: 
1-Spm. eDISCOVERY ROOM: An interac- 
tive educational venue dedicated to chil- 
dren and families. Hear birdcalls, examine 
the minerals in the mineral mine, watch 
live frogs, interact and play Predator-the 
foodchain game. *LASTING LEGACY: SER- 
VICE TO OTHERS: The lives of the Grey 
Nuns from the beginning of the order, 
their role in religious and medical services, 
the daily routine of a Grey Nun in the 
1950s and the role of the order in today's 
community. Until July 8. Admission: 
Suggested donation $2. 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-96A 
Street, 496-8755. eOpen Mon-Fri 9am- 
6pm; Sat-Sun 11am-6pm. A MIDSUMMER 
FANTASY: June 15-Sept. SUN 1 (9pm): 
Maple Leaf Mania. Crafts and planting 
activities for kids. 9. TIX: $5 adult, $4 sen- 
ior/ youth/student, $2.50 kid, $15 family. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 
12845-102 Avenue, 453-9100, 453-9131. 
www.pma.edmonton.ab.ca. ¢Open: Daily 
9am-Spm. *SYNCRUDE CANADA ABO- 
RIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 
11,000 years and 500 generations, people 
of the past and present, recordings, film, 
lights, artifacts and more. Permanent 
exhibit. *THE HABITAT GALLERY: 
Glimpse the lakes, forests, prairies and ani- 
mals of Alberta. Permanent exhibit. eTHE 
NATURAL HISTORY GALLERY: *BUG 
ROOM: Live invertebrate display. 
Permanent. THE B/RD GALLERY: Mounted 
birds. Permanent. *ART OUT OF SUDAN: 
Until July 2. EDOUARD CORTES: 1882- 
1969 Paris and the French Countryside 
revealed: Accompanied by the original 
works of Renoir and other noted French 
painters. Until Sept. 3. HUGIN AND 
MUNIN: Myth and images of birds. 
Travelling exhibition of 25 works inter- 
prets bird mythology found in literature, 
science and the visual arts. june 30-July 
22. TIX: $8 adult; $6.50 senior; $4 youth 
(7-17 yrs.); free kids 6 and under, $20 
family (2 adults and kids! 


REYNOLDS ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km 
West of Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13, 361-1351. 
*Open daily until o joliday Mon, ¢THE 
SPIRIT OF THE MACHINE: A collection of 
vehicles, aircraft, tractors and industrial 
machines. A tribute to mechanical genius. 
Enjoy the display galleries, observe muse- 
um-quality restoration in progress, or take 
a guided tour of hundreds of "diamonds 
in the rust" in the warehouse. 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE 11153 
Saskatchewan Drive, U of A Campus, 427- 
3995. eOpen Tue-Sun 12 noon-Spm. 
Costumed interpreters recreate daily 
household activities. SUN 1 (12-4pm): 
Canada Day at Rutherford House. 
Admission: $3 adult, $2 senior/youth, $8" 
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family, kids 6 and under free. 
5 KE a 


CALDER LIBRARY 12522-132 Avenue, 
496-7090. THU 5 (2pm): Story book 
bingo, 3-12 yrs. 

CAPILANO LIBRARY 201 Capilano 
Mall, 98 Ave., 50 St., 496-1802. WED 11 
(2pm): Once Upon a Totem, 5-8 yrs. 


CASTLE DOWNS LIBRARY 9 Lake 
Beaumaris Mall, 15333 Castle Downs 
Road, 496-1804. TUE 3 (2pm): Chicken 
tales, 5+ yrs. 


CITY HALL Sir Winston Churchill Sq. 
set Roor: 496-8200. Lantern making 
workshop with Peter Field and Memi von 
Gaza. Until July 1, 12-4pm. eCity Hall 
Plaza, 422-6223, ext. 249. 5th Annual 
Loonie Art Laboratory Tent "Slipstream 
and Art Dreams". Until July 22. $1 

each per project. 


CROMDALE SCHOOL 11240-79 St, 
496-2966. eOpen 8am-4:30pm. 
Community services summer program. 
Programs and activities for kids in your 
neighbourhood. Until June 29. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 422-6223. 
*Loonie Art Laboratory Tent, Slipstream 
and Art Dreams, 4-12 yrs., Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq. *Youth workshops, 13-17 
yrs. July 3-Aug. 17. #Art classes and 
camps run weekly, July 3-Aug. 17. 
Summer programs are inspired by the 
River City exhibit and explore human 
interaction with the environment. 


EDMONTON CHINESE COMMUNITY 
SERVICES CENTRE 429-3111. Asian- 
Canadian Youth Team, 11-16 yrs. Meets 
for two Saturday activities each month. 
Recreational, volunteer, fundraising oppor- 
tunities. Workshops and discussions on 
various youth topics. Various locations. 
Until March 2002. 


GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE Jasper 
Place Campus, 10045-156 St., 496-4343. 
Musical theatre for kids, 8-15 yrs. July 3-7; 
July 16-20, 9am-3pm. 


HIGHLANDS LIBRARY 6710-118 Ave., 
496-1806. TUE 10 (2pm): Mad Hatter's 
Tea Party, 4-14 yrs. Pre-register. 


IDYLWYLDE LIBRARY 8310-88 Ave., 
496-1808. WED 11 (2pm): Fractured folk- 
tales through time, 5-8 yrs. Pre-register. 


INDIGO BOOKS MUSIC AND CAFE 
1837-99 Street, South Edmonton 
Common, 432-4488. *Every MON-FRI 
(2pm): Storytime. *Every SAT (11am): 
Who Needs Cartoons? 


JASPER PLACE LIBRARY 9010-156 
Street, 496-1810. *Every WED (7- 
7:30pm): Family funtime, 2-6 yrs. Until 
Aug. 29. Pre-register. THU 5 (2pm): A 
Night on Bear Mountain, 5+ yrs. 


LESSARD LIBRARY 6104-172 St, 496- 
1871. WED 4 (2pm): A Night on Bear 
Mountain, 5+ yrs. 


LONDONDERRY LIBRARY Londonderry 
Mall, 137 Avenue, 66 Street, 496-1814. 
WED 4 (2pm): Robber Jamboree, a pup- 
pet show, 5-12 yrs. 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY Mill Woods 
Town Centre, 2331-66 St., 496-1818. 
THU 5 (2-4pm): Safari in the library, 6+ 
yrs. FRI 6 (2pm): Gods of the sky. 


MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY OF 
CANADA A.C.T. Aquatic and Recreation 
Centre. 471-3034. Day camp for children 
who have a parent living with Multiple 
Sclerosis. July 3 for six weeks. $35 one 
child, $55 two children, $65 for 3 or more 
children. Pre-register. 


PENNY McKEE LIBRARY Abbottsfield 
Mall, 3210-118 Avenue, 496-7839, SAT 
30 (2pm): ane Tale Summer, 2-10 yrs. 
Drop-in, THU 5 (2pm): Paws, whiskers 
and tales, 4-12 yrs. 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Perron Street, St. Albert, 460-4310. 
Every TUE (1:30-2:30pm); Start-Parent 
and Preschooler Loge $4.50 fee. 
Pre-register. *Every SAT (1-4pm): Art- 
Ventures, 5-12 yrs. $2 donation. *Arts and 
Heritage Day Camps: july 16-20, 23-27, 
30-Aug. 3, Aug. 6-10, 13-17. Half-and 
full-day camps mixing history and art. Pre- 
register. SUN 1 (1-4pm): Visual 
Impressions. Opening exhibition with 
events for kids and adults. TUE 3 (1:30- 
2:30pm): Start-Parent and Preschooler 
Program: Beautiful Butterflies. $4.50 fee. 
Pre-register. SAT 7: (1-4pm): Art-Ventures: 
Marvelous masks. $2 donation. 


RIVERBEND LIBRARY 460 Riverbend 
Square, Rabbit Hill Rd., Terwillegar Dr., 








944-5311. eEvery TUE (10:30am): 
Summer Storytime, all ages. Until Aug. 
27. Drop-in. *Every THU (7pm): Summer 
Storytime, all ages. Until August 30. Drop 
in. THU 5 (2pm): Folktales from around 
the world. Pre-register. 


THE SECOND STORY Mill Woods Town 
Centre, 2331-66 St., 413-6971. FRI 29 
(10:30am): Story time with Chris Menu 
WED 4 (10:30am): Story time with Sharoy 
Jensen. Free. 


SOUTHGATE LIBRARY Southgate 
Shopping Centre, 496-1822. eEvery WED 
(10;15-10:45am): Summer drop-in pre- 
school storytime, 3-5 yrs. July 4-Aug. 22 
Every THU (7-7:30pm): Teddy Bear 
Storytime, 3-5 yrs July 5-Aug. 23. THU 5 
(2pm): Fun with Origami, 6-9 yrs. 


ST. ALBERT CHILDREN'S THEATRE ‘: 
Albert Place, 5 St. Anne Street, 459-1585, 
458-2022. Summer drama camps: Camp 
Giddy and Camp Silly, 5-7 yrs.; Cam 
Wacky and Camp Kooky, 8-10 yrs.; Camp 
Giggles, 3-4 yrs. Camps for youths up 

to 19 yrs. 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 496-7000. WED 4 
(2pm): Paws, whiskers and tales, 4-12 yrs 
Pre-register. 


STRATHCONA LIBRARY 8331-104 St. 
496-1828. THU 12 (2pm): Turtle tales, 3 
12 yrs. Pre-register. 


TAKE THE LEAP DRAMA CAMP. Knox 
Metropolitan United Church, 8307-109 
St., 988-0576. Session |: 12-13 yrs., July 3. 
13, 9am-3pm. Pre-register by June 29. 
Session Il: 14-16 yrs., July 17-27, 9am- 
3pm. Pre-register by July 13. 


VALLEY ZOO 13315 Buena Vista Rd., 
496-6911. SUN 1 (8pm): Family fun: 
Ethnic music, puppet workshops and 
shows. TIX: $18 family, $5.75 adult, $3.25 
kid, $4.25 youth/senior. 


VICTORIA PARK 446-4314. Lost In 
The Woods: Rangers teach kids what to 
do should they become lost in an 
outdoor setting. For kids ages 5+ yrs. and 
their parents. June 30, July 29, Aug. 

18, 10-11;30am. 


WOODCROFT LIBRARY 13420-114 
Ave., 496-1830. WED 4 (2pm): Dream up 
a Dreamcatcher, 6+ yrs. Pre-register. 


ECTURES/MEETINGS 


IE ASSOCIATION OF SAFE ALTERNA- 
TIVES IN CHILDBIRTH (ASAC) 202, 
8540-109 St., 425-7993. THU 28 (7- 
9pm): Having a baby? Film and informa- 
tion night featuring video and discussion 
about professional labour support (doula 
services). Free. Pre-register. 


THE EDMONTON COMMUNITY 
SHAMANIC DRUMMING CIRCLE 736- 
3780, 951-2324. Learn Shamanic journey: 
ing. Meet your power animals and guides 
Weekly meetings. 


INDIGO BOOKS MUSIC AND CAFE 
1837-99 Street, South Edmonton 
Common, 432-4488. *Every FRI (5- 
9:30pm): Intuitive card reading by Brett 
Murray. Session cost applies. 


NEWMAN THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
15611 St. Albert Trail, 447-2993. Biblical 
study, spirituality, Christian initiation, litur- 
gy. Through July. Pre-register. 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NET- 
WORKING GROUP Edmonton Chamber 
of Commerce, 600, 10123-99 Street, W. 
door, 426-4620. FRI 29 (6:45-8:30am): 
Casual Friday, extended networking time. 
$1. Everyone welcome. FRI 6 (6:45- 
8:30am): Speaker Cheryl Croucher pres- 
ents /ntroducing Innovation Alberta. $2. 
Everyone welcome. 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION 
(WTA) South East corner of 





Southgate Mall, 111 St., Whitemud 
Drive, 466-9906. SUN 1 (9am): Free 
guided hike, approx. 10 km at Fox Drive 
to McKenzie Ravine. Bring lunch and 


beverage. *Bonnie Doon Recycle, 85 St., 
85 Ave., 467-1414. SUN 8 (9am): Free 
guided hike, approx. 10 km at Hastings 
North into Blackfoot area. Bring lunch 
and beverage. 





THE BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324- 
82 Avenue, 490-1414. *Every TUE 
(7:30pm sign-up; 8pm show): Open stage 
poetry. Word performance poets at the 
edge of the abyss with the Raving Poets 
Band. Until August 14. 


CAPILANO LIBRARY 201 Capilano 
Mall, 98 Avenue, 50 Street, 496-1802. 
*Every second WED (7-8:30pm): 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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RLANDO BOOKS Bloomsbury Room, 
0123 Whyte Ave., 432-7633. FRI 29 
30pm): NeWest Poetry Twist! An 
ening of readings by Douglas Barbour, 
awna Lemay, Kimmy Beach, Nigel 
arbasie, David Huggett. 


UTHGATE LIBRARY Southgate 
hopping Centre, 496-1822. eAdult sum- 
er reading club. July 3-Aug. 25. 
_ LIVE COMED 

—E COMEDY FACTORY 34414 Calgary 
fail North. THU 28-SAT 30: MC, comedi- 
n Andrew Carr and the Factory Improv. 
layers. THU 5-SAT 7: MC, Comedian of 


e Year Brent Butt and the Factory 
prov Players. 


— ALANO CLUB 9929-103 St., 423- 


07. eEvery FRI and SAT (9pm-2am): 
‘ober dance with Dj Jack. TIX: $5. 


UDWEISER MOTORSPORTS PARK 
61-5801. SAT 30-SUN 1: DEMO. FRI 29- 
UN 1: Drag Race. 


‘ANADA DAY CELEBRATIONS *Old 
trathcona, Whyte Ave., 108 St. SUN 1 
noon): Sill Summer Parade. Runs East. 
Alberta Legislature, 427-7362. (7- 
(Qam): Pancake Breakfast. (7am): 15 km 
n, 2.5 km fun run. (10:30am) 
itizenship Court. (noon-3pm): Lawn 
jowling Club demonstrations. (noon- 
pm): Penny Carnival. (1:30-4:30pm): 
ntertainment. Molson’s Canadian 
‘elebrate Canada Festival at the Band 
hell. (7-11:15pm): Fireworks Finale. 
High Level Bridge. (9-11:15pm): Great 
ivide Waterfall. Shaw Conference 













































pm): Canada Day Celebrations. Kokopelli 
hoir. *Elk Island National Park, 992- 
960. (noon-4pm): Birthday cake from 

ver 27 countries. 


DMONTON INTERNATIONAL STREET 
RFORMERS FESTIVAL Various venues 
ind Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 425-5162. 
RI July 6-SUN, July 15. ¢Sheraton 

rande Hotel, 425-5162. THU 5 (7- 
ipm): Feast of Fools: Gala Street Fest 
arty. TIX: $60. 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rd., 
pce Grove, 462-7631. SUN 1-MON 2: 
The Street Performers Festival and Canada 
Day celebrations. 


MOVING PICTURES FILM FESTIVAL 
New City Likwid Lounge, 10161-112 
Street, 431-1766. Presented by Moving 
Pictures Collective. FRI 29: A Place of Rage 
(Angela Davis, Alice Walker, June Jordan 
{k about civil rights, Black Power, 
feminism). Followed by discussion. 
Donations welcome. 


LA TAPA 1053-99 Ave., 424-8272. 
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Our church doors are open 
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Centre forYou 
Warm Welcome to Renew Your Spirit 


Suppertime: Tuesdays 4:30-6:30 PMS 
Noon-hour: Thursdays 12-1:00PM — Knox-Metropolitan 
United Church 


For more information call 439-1718 


5 weeks 
get 3 Tree 
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SAT 7: The Taste of Spain: Running of 
the Bull costume party, TIX: Adv. 
$40/person. Pre-book. 


WORKSHOPS 


BRAHMA KUMARIS MEDITATION CEN- 
TRE 207, 10132-105 Street, 425-1050. 
Learn the art of Raja Yoga meditation. 
Courses start THU, June 28, 6:30pm. Pre- 
register. Free. 


CANADIAN MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCI- 
ATION 414-6300. Every Mon and Thu, 

6-9pm. Dealing with difficult people. Until 
July 5, 6-9pm. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 422-6223. eDrop- 
in art for the absolutely terrified, THU, 7- 
opi $5 fee, no pre-registration required. 
Every SAT (3-5pm): Youth Drop-in Art 
Workshops, 14-17 yrs. $5. 


EDMONTON CHINESE COMMUNITY 
SERVICES CENTRE 9540-102 Avenue, 
429-3111. Beginners Mandarin conversa- 
tion classes. Suitable for adults. Basic 
vocabulary, simple greetings, dining, 
shopping, and using the telephone. 
Instructor is native Mandarin. Until Aug. 
3, 6-9pm. $135 members of the 
Edmonton Chinese Community Services 
Centre; $170 non-members. Annual 
membership is $5. Registration is limited 
to 10 students. Pre-register. 


FAVA 429-1671. The FAVA Handmade 
Film Workshop, July 16-20 and 23-27. Pre- 
register by July 6. $150. 


GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE jasper 
Place Campus, 10045-156 Street, 497- 
4336. ¢Introduction to painting flowers 
with watercolour, 4-weeks starting WED, 
July 4, 6:30-9:30pm. eFigurative and 
abstract sculpture workshop, July 16-20. 
Introduction to the basics of acrylic 
paintings workshop, July 23-27. Drum 
workshop for beginners to advanced. July 
9-13, Mon-Fri, 9:30am-3pm. 
*Troubleshooting the Macintosh. Sat, July 
7-SUN, July 8, 9am-4pm. *User-Centred 
Web Design workshop. July 7-8, 9am- 
Spm. $305. Introduction to 
Dreamweaver and Fireworks, July 14-15. 
After Effects, July 14-15. elntroduction to 
Digital Film workshop, July 16-20, 9am- 
4pm: eAdvanced Web Design, July 21-22 
Macromedia Flash, July 28-29. 


INDIGO BOOKS, MUSIC AND CAFE 
1837-99 Street, South Edmonton 
Common, 432-4488. *Every TUE (7- 
9:30pm): Holistic health info sessions. 
Session cost applies. 


MERRYWOOD DANCE ACADEMY 
Queen Mary Park Community League 
Hall, 10844-117 Street, 454-5005. 
Saturday classes. Beginners welcome. 
Teen, jazz and tap. Pre-register. 


RATCHADHAM TEMPLE 12520-135 
Ave., 489-7754. Free meditation instructor 
course, A new meditation approach for 

all people. Mon-Fri 7-9:30pm to October. 
Pre-register. 

SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddleback 
Road, 988-2266. Adults and kids art 
classes, professional instruction, with 

small class sizes. 
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Sunday Worship 10:30 AM 


wo lines for 


$5.00 


Print your copy legibly 
on lines provider 
Up to 45 characters per line 
Every lel © or mark 
count cler 
Allow one space following punctuatio 


Call (780)426-1996 
Fax (780)426-2889 


e-mail >o! ue.ab.ca< 


Classifieds 


Deadline for classified advertising is 12 noon the Tuesday before publication 


FREE* FREE*FREE* FREE FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want someone 
to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE, providing the ad is 
fon-profit. Ads of more than 20 words subject to regular 
Price or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writing 
in person or by fax. Duplicate ads will not be published, 
except by mistake. Free ads will not be taken over the phone. 
Free ads will run for four weeks, if you require an ad to be 
renewed or cancelled please phone or fax the Classified 
department.Please, fax your ad to 426-2889, or drop it off at 
the Empire Building, 307, 10080 Jasper Avenue. Deadline is 
3:00 PM the Monday before publication. Placement will 
depend upon available space. 
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The FAVA Handmade Film Workshop: 5-day 
workshop. Cameraless animation course. Ph 
429-1671 for details. 
na0628 
Voice auditions for animated series, 
All performers are welcome. 
Contact Frank or Brad @ 1-403-616 





Naturefest call for entries: Profiles Public Art 
Gallery. Theme: Wildlife or other aspects of 
nature and landscapes. Enter 1-5 pieces. Ph 
4604310 for info. Deadline: Aug. 10. 

0628 


Profiles Public Art Gallery needs your JUNK, July 

3-12. Donate antiques, ofd unwanted gifts, lamps, 

jewellery, velvet paintings. For info Ph 460-4310. 
9628 


Look for the Art of It invites you to celebrate 2 new 
artworks in downtown Edmonton July 1, 10am, 
meet the artists Zoe Bacchus, Sherri Shorten and 
Harold Wollin at 106 St. and 102 Ave. to unveil 
Sway”, 2 20' x 12' ceramic tile mosaic mural on 
the Arts Habitat Building. *At july 1, 2pm, meet the 
artists Elizabeth Beauchamp and Lynn Malin at 105 
St, and Jasper Ave. to unveil "Recycles", a playful 
and interactive kinetic sculpture made up of 5 bicy 
For info, ph 





cles at Beaver Hills House Park. 
Natalie @ 426-2122 


nacire8 


Half 
under 


Sensuous Thalidomay” 
At the Paris Market 
10am-Spm, sat-Sun 


Viewing of “The 
lizard, half lady 
Strangely Artistic 

ngd6is 


Would you enjoy painting outdoors with other 
artists? Call Terry Elrod @ 439-8236. Free. 





na 


Immediately seeking local actors male and female 
of all ages. No experience nec. Ph 420-0163 
na062k 


General auditions for Celebrations Dinner 
Theatre, July 6-7. Call the box office © 448-9339 
for requirements and to book a time. Auditions @ 
the theatre, 13103 Fort Rd. 

nade 
Do you have an extraordinary product. service or 
event which requires free marketing and promo 
tion? Contact Walter at The Genies Bazaar, Paris 
Market. 

e614 


The Studio Gallery, 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St 
Albert Ph 460-5990 seek visual artists for 
2001/2002 season. Painting, drawing, sculpting, 
mixed-media accepted. 

00517 


A volunteer opportunity worth acting on! The 
University Hospital is currently looking for indi. 
viduals with a theatre background to volunteer 
with our Artists on the Wards team. This program 
aims to connect with patients to relieve boredom, 
emotional distress and physical discomfort 
Mons 5-8pm. Ph Nola @ 407-8428. 

NagSa1 


Life drawing sessions on Sundays, 12-3pm at the 
Paris Market, 10263-104 St Drop-in. Limited 
space. BYO non-toxic art supplies tor a beautiful 
afternoon. Ph 424-2511. aie 

7 


jubilations Dinner Theatre wil! be holding gener- 
al auditions THU, July 5, 2001. For more info call 
(780) 484-2424. 
= J aa ea nae2t 
Paris Market is seeking visual artists and/or small 
business vendors. Work towards your future on 
the weekends, Call 424-2511 with portfolio W-F 
10-Spm, or for more details on your own busi- 
ness opportunity. 
portunity 


Female Irish dancer with singing ability required 
for musical performance project. Good $$$. Ph 


480-6575 (leave message). 
nanéi4 


HEADLINE (MAX. 20 CHARACTERS) 








artists to artists 


AUDITIONS: Seeking non-Equity actors for 
Sound & Fury Theatre's second season. June 27- 
28, Call Scott @ 435-8542 

nah i6 


Looking for actors 18-25 male/female. Contact 
us at edmontonpop@hotmail.com. 

nadei4 
Actor needed for show going to Winnipeg Fringe 
Male, late 20s to early 30s, comedy. Call Liz @ 
497-7861 

neds 
Congratulations to Yasmin Chotai: Student of the 
Actors Intensive Workshop, on passing “with dis- 
tinction” her speech exams from Trinity College 
of London, England. Our students are working 
now! 433-112 


na0e14 
Free actors workshop. Kristof Gillese’s actors 
intensive workshop - weekday evenings in the 


Whyte Ave area. Our students are working now! 
First class is always free, 433-1124 





Looking for extra to be in movie videos and 
many entertainment venues. All types of people 
needed (big and small, all ages). 444-7879. 

na0B07 
Local bands and musicians: The Edmonton Public 
Library wants to buy your CD. By adding your CD 
to the Library's collection, you can help to publicize 
your act to the music-buying public. For info con- 
tact Lloyd llitke®publib.edmonton.ab.ca 









0807 
Needed: a tew good tenors, basses. Pro qu 
adult male singers for two established music 

Fringe production. For auclition ph Cindy 460-29 


nat 







Professional make- 
stelevision efilm 
especial make-up 


) artist for all make-up nee 
nion *bridal *photography 
ects. Ph 953-0283 








90524 


musicians 


Singer needed for rock band. Must be profes- 
sionally minded haye strong voice, 
write lyrics. We are an original project. Nick @ 
433-5933 






ative 





nal628 


Wanted: Bass plzyer with back-up vocals and 
drummer for country band. Please call 478-1521 
or 475-1998 leave message 
‘ ne0G28 
Do you play drums? Are you talented? Wanna get 
serious? | may fave a band for you. Serious 
enquiries only. We are established. Ph 434-9811 
na6Z8 





Wanted drummer for original/some covers band 
Infl: R.EM. Wallflowers, Fastball, Oasis, Ph 405~ 
6779. 

nalé28 


Need bass and drums for al! original rock. Infl; 
lon Spencer, The Kittins, Sonic Youth, Jesus Lizard 
etc. Call Pat at 484-0745. 

0828 


A band looking for a drummer; Matchbox 20. 
Cal Darin 406-3366 
nabe2) 
Talented classically trained singer seeks straight- 
musicians for heavy, dark, moral rock band 
Intl; Tool, Lost Prophets, | Godsmack. 
deviantichrist@hotmail.com 


nadee 


*Moulon Rouge” Exp. female vocalisvperiormer 
searching tor ladies 16-21 with soulfull voices to 
perform around Edmonton. FUN! Nevada 450- 
9121. vonbieker @ powersurit.com 

na0b28 


Exp. female vocalist and talented guitarist look- 
ng for drummer and ist. Energy Is essential. 
acct vonbieker @ powersurir.com. 450- 
= nate8 


Guitarist with vocals available, Into old country, 
rockabilly, punk and some abstract new wave 


pop stuff, Call 490-8123 (leave message). 


____ na628 (2wis) 

rited seeks band, for origi- 

nal alt. project. No Bozos. Call Glen al 930-2181 
or 718 9498. 

90828 


Mandolin player wanting to join or form new- 
gest, folk, roots, blues sand Ph Marshall 432- 


ne082B 


ans 


mus 





All Original Heavy Style, Ex Guitarist & Lyricist of 
band New Nation, Looking for musicians dedicated 
to their instruments. Vocalist, drummers, bassist, 
witarists, musicans capable in Keyboards, 
‘ampling and or TurnTables. Musi be Dynamic 
Open Minded and Very Original. | am not interest- 
ed in sounding tool or any other band | want some- 
thing new! Ph. AARON 474-7076 leave message. 
rales 


Drummer wanted for heavy band into Slipknot, 
Mudvayne and anything extreme, Double-bass a 
must. Call 477-2511 

na0621 
Punk band, not to seious just yet. Into old school, 
little bit new school. Looking for guitarists and a 
singer. Call Clench 988-2004 Johnny 426-0997 

na0621 





Bassist, somewhat experienced, wanted for rock 
band, We play covers as well as originals. Infl 
Metallica, Guns n'_Roses, Smashing Pumpkins. 
we are recording. CD should be finished by the 
end of the summer. Contact Nathan. Ph 438- 
4469, &m: nbrown@ualberta.ca 





#01 
JUDGEMENTAL is looking for a_ singer! 
Professionally minded, creative, strong voice 


with good range and attitude. Playing guitar an 
asset but not required. The band infl: Metallica 
Black Sabbath, Godsmack and Pantera. If you 
think you can fill this void, then ph Chuck @ 962- 
4543 or Mark @ 970-3095; e-m: spazin@telus. 
planet.net. www.jmental.com 





90621 


estab 
> @ 975 






DIVE seeks smazing male vocal talent 
lished originalalt-rock project. Ph Gr 
1450 
nate21 
Heavy metal band seeks vocalist influenced by 
Ozzy, Pantera, C.O.C. Call Dan at 425-3231 
na0621 


/ songwriter 
een 25-35 
net 


Looking for an experienced singer, 
for rock band. If you are serious, bet 
yrs old. Please e-m: alrentz@telusplane 
ph Alex @ 490-1524 











20621 
The Tin Pan Alley 4804 Calgary Trail South is 
looking for musicians to fill our open stage on 
Wednes nights after 10pm. If you think you 
have wh kes please call Matt @ 702-2060 
m Message. Applicants 


vance to perform on the weekend 










and increase their exposure 

madeie 
Bassist wanted: Writing/r praject 
requires innovative bassist ide: 





424-6796 Dean 

ngp614 
Cellist wanted (world music) acoustic/electric 
naturaV/ethnic/experimental. 424-6796 Dean 

rata 
Keyboard player wanted for R&B band B3 styling 
if possible. Call Ed @ 451-0704 

nae 
| 


Turn your dreams into a career 









































www.trebas.com 
reg@trebasv.com 


872-2606 


Addit Up... 
Line total $ 5.00 
















Headline $2.00 
Bold/centred $2.00 
Extra Line $2.00 


Box Word Ad 
SYMBOLS 








(= 





VUE WEEKLY ¢ JUNE 28 - JULY 4, 2001 





Remember son... You gotta learn te 


cut before you slice , look before 
you slash and always, ALWAYS 


take the time to 
stop and smell the 


iw 


ti 

















LV [=r=9 hovel agi —lelal=) 
New Right Now!s 


adult 


ALL MALE PARTYLINE 
Local guys on line right now 
Connect live or just listen for FREE! 
Call 780-490-2299. And enter 
Your Free trial code 8103 
www. interactivemale.com 





RL BM 0824— 


Get it Tonight! 
Instant live phone conversations with hot 
Edmonton gay men. All live, all the time, Call 
for your free membership. 413-7144 
vvcosaeict 


VND FRIKHOSHIP & ROMANCE 


Kecsoral” # 
orarmcctions 
A4-TALKS 448-2557 


Tae Lana epely 











support your local food bank 





Guitarist, bass player and drummer formerly 
called Endsville, looking for high energy front 
women/man. Infl: ‘60s hard rock/heavy metal 
with punk rock attitude. Call: Liam 463- 
9005/Scott: 437-5509. 

ns0614 


Musicians wanted: Well-read punk rawk band 
needs solid, talented, drummer and bassist. Must 


be hard working and be willing to tour. Into 
Samiam, Fairweather and Seaweed, No metal, no 
rawk, no funk. Call 453-1161. 

30614 


Q-tron records is accepting submissions from 
“post-rock-experimental” bands for compilation. 
http:/Avwew.peocities.com/funkyfatweiner/demo- 
submissions. html. 

na0607 


Musicians Obsessed with Superheroes! Guitarists 
and bassist are looking for a drummer and other 
musicians interested in making thematic music in 
eclectic band. E-m:thegreendragon@canada.com 
for influences and other information. ‘Nuff said. 


PRIVATE LESSONS /OBFERED 
BY QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 


433-0138 


__10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton _ 





ssified 


THE PERFECT PICK-UP LINE 
Local singles, live connections. 
Call (780) 490-2266 
Enter free trial code; 4996 
FL-BMO315- bird 


TINA 
945-1798 


Attractive, slim, busty, curvatious and friendly. 
Available for out calls 


\VW0614-0628 





CONNECT LIVE WITH OTHER HOT MEN - TALKING CLASSIFIEDS + EROTIC STORIES - 
















ContestRules 
VUE mocmencmeemy 


more than once 

















rs PA cea | 


musicians musicians for sale 


Guitarist Wanted for Rock Covers/Originals 
Band. Part Time. MUST have flexible schedule 
Rick: 796-3500 (local) or rick@kamokrew.com 
<mailto;rick@kamokrew.com>. 

na0607 


Bassist with vocals needed with good gear, chops 
lus a sense of humour a must. No! dopers pls.! 
r more info Ph 604-8988 after 12 pm. 


Wanted: Mature bass player and drummer to 
participate in original music project. Infl are old 
and new country, R&B, big band, jazz etc. etc. 
Leave message 457-8381 

0607 


Ecclectic band seeks female keyboardist who can 
sing mreeupe and iposeity play_other instruments 
as well, Call Brian 439-8787 or Gerard 435-2177. 

90607 


Wanted: Bass player. Local band, exit303, currently 
auditioning talent to replace energetic bass player. 
e-m:; theband@exit303.com. Jay 435-6315. 


na0S3t 


Serious singer acskiog serious musicians to form 
a band (jazz, R&B, blues and folk). Call Althea 
488-4741, 

0524 


Killer guitarist wanted for metal band. Original 
music only. Inf. Old Metallica, Pantera. Must be 
dedicated. Call 619-6766. 

30614 


Power metal band with bite needs vocalist with 
bark. Infl, old Metallica, Pantera. Serious 
inquiries only Call 919-8869 

na0614 
Wanted female or male lead guitarist for female 
fronted heavy metal band. Strong songwritin 
skills and backing vocals a must. Gigs booked, 
serious inquiries only, Ph 451-4518; e-m: septi- 
mus_can@hotmail.com. 

na0821 (2a) 

Looking for “Musicians”. Lead guitarist, bass gui- 
tarist and drummer with great attitudes and 
excellent vocals. For a country/rock band with a 
little “Latino” infl. Call 968-0426 

20631 


employment 


TRAVEL - teach English: Job guaranteed. 
5day/40hr July 11. TESOL teacher cert, course 
or by corresp. FREE info pack 1-888-270-2941. 
www.canadianglobal.net. 


VW05 10-0711 


help wanted 


Endangered Species need protection. 
Paid positions with Canadian Parks and 
Wildemess Society to organise public support. 
Ph Cara @ Ty2-096> 
10517-0705 (Gwks) 





POR BOOKINGS OR INFO 


LVE ACTION SHOMS 
GALL 922-3589 















Inline Skates: Street/aggressive style. Salomon ST.7 
size 10. Bought at the end of last summer. Hardly use: 
due to no talent. 434-5910, 

VWOE24-— (0 


health and fitness 


Lose weight, gain energy and improve your 
health Sate effective herbal products. 
Call Natasha @ 423-3277, 

VW 0551-0719 (Bn 


massage therapy 


Deep relaxation massage for your aching body 
Whyte Avenue area. Non-sexual. 
Almasta 405-8765. 

VW0524-0713 (Bs: 


music instruction 


466-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, drums, flute, recorder, 
Irish tin whistle, 

Private instruction: focus 
on individual! Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, quality music instruction since 
| 


FREE INTRODUCTORY MEETING 


WW8 JUNE2¢ 


Male witch psychic reading. Contacts with spir 
its. Casting and removal of spells. Call Tom 
19-3346. VISA/MC call 42/7. 
Get your lover back. 
VW062B-1816 (Bus 


Private psychic readings by appointment only 
Readings ® Clea’s Bookshop, f 217 Jasper Ave 
453-2663. Free parking.in back. Dawn Mirer 

914-/072 pg 491-4699. 
Na0828-0816 (Bw 


services 


Special Events — Event Listings 
Edmonton's free event-listings web site. Doing 
somethin? Tell us! Wondering what's going on? 

Visit us. http: www.Round-town.com/Edmonton/ 
YWO8OT-0728 (Bw4s)G 


shared accommodation 


10340 121 St Lrg 2 1/2 stry 5 bdrm 
free parkgsLaundry$350-+up+add+shrd utils 458-6058 
AEKHO816 (+8 Wk 


volunteers 


Volunteers needed at the Edmonton 
International Street Performers Festival. 
July 6-15 Ph Ann-Marie 425-5162. 


rate 










1-800 








Donate knowledge? 

Donate computers and accessories. Yaounde 
Campus is seeking computer hardware/software 
for its non-profit African school in Cameroun 
Donation receipts provided. Ph 468-6983 

nae2\ 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton 
is recruiting volunteers for 24 hour Crisis Line 
summer training session. Session starts June 
25th-July 9, 9:30am-12:30pm daily. For more 
info call Heather ® (780) 423-4102, 
nader4 


5 spd., 206,000 km; W/ Pioneer cassette player, 
4 speakers, sunroof, well maintained. 
Asking $2,000 0.b.0. 


Call Rob at (780) 940-6212 








“(if you get the answering machine, please leave a message) 
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WANNA HAVE SOME FUN ? 








GrapeVine 
(teGiEnpeLerstttrs 


(Free local EDMONTON call) 
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FREE T 
> For MEN Call: 
418-464 


charge: 
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your birthday and a rate plan 
5 ‘ 
that’s a piece of cake. 
At TELUS Mobility, our simple rate plans are designed to meet your 
at unique needs and lifestyle — everyday, except your birthday. That’s 
because on that day, all your local calls are free. Why? It’s your 
birthday: Simply pick the plan that’s right for you and enjoy! Check us 
out at www.telusmobility.com for more details, The future is friendly. 
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Get free local calls on 


Getting your feet wet? 


Want extras included? 


TALK 25 $25/month 150 minutes 
includes voice mail, call waiting & conference calling 


After-hours gabber? 


TALK 30 $30/month 50 minutes 
includes unlimited evenings & weekends plus extras 


Travel a lot? 


TALK ANYWHERE 30 $30/month 100 minutes 
includes long distance charges while in Canada plus extras 


Shop online at www.telusmobility.com or call 1-888-810-5555 


LONDON 
DRUGS 







TALK 20 $20/month 150 minutes 


TELUS 


mobility 









101 St. & Kingsway 
425-2355 


|. Communications Group 
6926 ~ 99 St” = 
436-5566 





Connect 
‘West Edmonton Mall 
486-1333 


Edmonton Cellular 
10309 - 34 Ave. 
(Calgary Tr. northbound) 
439-3600 


14903 - 118 Ave. 
483-3500 





164 Kingsway Garden Mati 
477.3700 


177A Kingswey Garden Mai 
471-3600 


Southgate Shopping Centre 
67800 


West Edmonton Mail 
489-2500 





Edmonton Mobility 
10620 ~ 178 St. 
484-4046 





13040 ~ 50 St. 
478-5757 





‘9739 ~ 99 St. 
438-1975 





Johnson Cellular 
100, 10429 ~ 178 St 
487-8876 

Mobilcom Wireless 
§206 - 86 St 

194 Londonderry Mall 
475-4300 


Edmonton Contre Mail 
423-3301 

Save OnTelecom 
Millwoods Towne Centre 
462-7642 

10603 - 107 Ave, 
426-3888 


Heritage Malt 
988-8831 
Northwood Mall 
476-3009 
10528 - 102 St 
423-2828 
71150 ~ 149 St. 
11-2773 
Capilano Mall 
440-3670 
Bennie Doon Shopping Cenve 
485-9333 


Westcan Cellular 
12604 ~ 126 St. 
454-3500 


Westco Communications 
9961 - 170 St 

444-8880 

44515 Calgary Tr. N. 
437-0888 

Xcell Communications 
48, 9703 41 Avo, 
430-3000 

International Stereo 
Northtown 

478-6161 


Kingsway Garden Mali 
477-2535 


West Edmonton Mail 
487-2827 

350 Mayfield Common 
443-2100 


8055 Ad. 
468-314 


10141 ~ 34 Ave. 
430-1819 


